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Town of Aurora 
General Committee 

Meeting Agenda (Revised) 

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
7 p.m., Council Chambers 

Councillor Thompson in the Chair 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

3. Community Presentations 

4. Delegations 

(a) David LeGallais, representing Aurora Seniors Association 
Re:  Item R1 – PDS20-003 – John West Way Traffic Calming Measures 
        Feasibility Review 

(Added Attachment) 

(b) J.B. (Brad) Watson, Resident 
Re:  Noise By-law Prohibitions 

(c) Klaus Wehrenberg, Resident 
Re:  Effects on Pedestrian Cycling  and Crossings due to GO Expansion 

(Added Item) 

5. Consent Agenda 
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6. Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

7. Consideration of Items Requiring Discussion (Regular Agenda) 

R1. PDS20-003 – John West Way Traffic Calming Measures Feasibility 
Review 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PDS20-003 be received; and 

2. That staff continue to monitor the traffic operations on John West Way as 
a result of the speed limit reduction. 

R2. PDS20-004 – Centre Street Existing Traffic Calming Measures Review 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PDS20-004 be received for information. 

R3. PDS20-010 –  Economic Development Strategic Plan – Implementation 
Strategy 2020 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PDS20-010 be received; and 

2. That Council endorse the attached Economic Development Strategic 
Plan – Implementation Strategy 2020 as presented by the Aurora 
Economic Development Board; and 

3. That Council approve funding in the amount of $50,000 from the 
Economic Development Reserve Fund to hire a consultant to undertake 
a Target Sector Analysis Study. 

R4. CMS20-003 – Request for Lease Extension and Amendment – Central 
York Fire Station – Regional Municipality of York – 
Paramedic Services 
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Recommended: 

1. That Report No. CMS20-003 be received; and 

2. That a further extension and amendment to the lease with the Regional 
Municipality of York for Paramedic Services located at 220 Edward Street 
be approved for a five-year term, with an option to extend for two further 
five-year periods. 

R5. PDS20-009 – Budget Request for Capital Project No. 31217 – 
Construction of a Median at Ridge Road and Yonge Street 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PDS20-009 be received; and 

2. That Capital Project No. 31217 – Construction of Median at Yonge Street 
and Ridge Road be approved; and 

3. That a total budget of $150,000 be approved for Capital Project No. 
31217 to fund $135,000 from the Services Related to a Highway 
Development Charge Reserve and $15,000 from the Growth and New 
Reserve. 

8. Notices of Motion 

(a) Councillor Gilliland 
Re:  Update to Tree Pruning/Cutting and Compensation Policy 

(Added Item) 

9. New Business 

10. Public Service Announcements 

11. Closed Session 

12. Adjournment 
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Notice of Motion Councillor Rachel Gilliland 

Date: February 4, 2020 
To: Mayor and Members of Council 
From: Councillor Gilliland 
Re: Update to Tree Removal/Pruning and Compensation Policy 

Whereas the Town of Aurora declared a climate emergency and recognizes a need to 
reduce carbon and greenhouse gases (GHG); and 

Whereas the Town of Aurora acknowledges that every tree in Aurora plays a significant 
role in sustaining an urban forest; and 

Whereas there is a need to retain mature trees or replace with more mature trees to 
reduce carbon, for example, a tree in Aurora that is 65 cm in diameter at breast height 
(dbh) stores six times more carbon than a tree that is 11 cm in dbh; and 

Whereas the urban forest study identified that, the proportion of large, mature trees in 
Aurora is low; approximately 74% of all trees are less than 15.3 cm in dbh, which is 
recommended at no more than 40% based on a primary age diversity model; and 

Whereas the urban forest study identified that the greatest proportion of the existing 
urban forest is located in residential areas of the municipality and that the greatest 
opportunity to increase canopy cover through tree planting efforts is also found in the 
residential areas to reduce energy consumption as a result of shading, windbreak 
effects, and local micro-climate amelioration; and 

Whereas new infill development in established neighbourhoods replace mature trees 
using the Aggregate Inch Replacement method, which often results with a greater 
number of young saplings that will take years to mature, give shade, privacy, conform 
and have little effect on the current needs of carbon intake or energy reduction; and 

Whereas new development on meadows and wood lots, where mature trees are 
removed are replaced with young saplings without considering enough carbon neutral 
effect; and 
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Whereas the tree replacement policy does not address carbon intake, size of 
replacement, or use a primary age diversity model to protect our urban tree canopy;  

1. Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That staff immediately amend our Tree 
Removal/Pruning and Compensation Policy to address carbon neutral effects of our 
urban forest canopy and strengthen our Policy to ensure a modest balance of 
mature trees are planted by ensuring the largest trees possible can be planted 
onsite for compensation for equal or greater carbon loading and CO2 capturing; and  

2. Be It Further Resolved That Staff conduct a fulsome review the Tree Removal/ 
Pruning and Compensation Policy and report back to Council with 
recommendations not limited to:  

• Amend the differences in our Tree By-law and the Tree Removal/Pruning and 
Compensation Policy to align; 

• Include a carbon loading and CO2 capturing evaluation as part of the 
compensation package; 

• That consideration be given to tree species that maximize carbon loading and 
CO2 capture; and 

• That consideration be given to utilizing a primary diversity model to protect the 
future of our urban forest canopy. 
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