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Town of Aurora 
Heritage Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda  

Date: Monday, December 11, 2017 

Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

Recommended: 

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

3. Receipt of the Minutes 

Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of November 13, 2017  

Recommended: 

That the Heritage Advisory Committee meeting minutes of November 13, 2017, be 
received for information. 

4. Delegations 

5. Matters for Consideration 
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1. HAC17-028 – Request for Feedback 
Restoration of the Aurora Armoury 
89 Mosely Street 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. HAC17-028 be received; and 

2. That the Heritage Advisory Committee provide feedback on the proposed 
alterations to the Aurora Armoury. 

6. Informational Items 

2. HAC17-027 – Yonge Street Building Inventory  

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. HAC17-027 be received for information. 

3. Extract from Council Meeting of November 14, 2017 
Re: Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2017, 

and Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 2017-10 

Recommended: 

1. That the Extract from Council Meeting of November 14, 2017, regarding 
the Heritage Advisory Committee meeting minutes of October 16, 2017, 
and Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 2017-10, be 
received for information. 

7. New Business 

8. Adjournment 



 

Town of Aurora 
Heritage Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

Date: Monday, November 13, 2017 

Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall 

Committee Members: Councillor Wendy Gaertner (Chair), Neil Asselin, Barry 
Bridgeford, John Kazilis, Bob McRoberts (Honorary 
Member), Martin Paivio, and Ken Turriff 

Members Absent: Councillor Jeff Thom (Vice Chair) and James Hoyes 

Other Attendees: Marco Ramunno, Director of Planning and Building Services, 
Jeff Healey, Planner, and Linda Bottos, Council/Committee 
Secretary 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

Moved by Bob McRoberts  
Seconded by Martin Paivio 

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 
Carried 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of 
Interest Act. 

3. Receipt of the Minutes 

Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2017 
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Moved by Neil Asselin 
Seconded by John Kazilis 

That the Heritage Advisory Committee meeting minutes of October 16, 2017, be 
received for information. 

Carried 

4. Delegations 

(a) Owen R. Scott, representing Brutto Consulting 
Re: Item 1 – HAC17-024 – Request to Remove a Property from the 

Aurora Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest, 
14288 Yonge Street 

Mr. Scott spoke to aspects of the staff report and recommendations, and 
stated that the building is a common farmhouse in poor condition with no 
significant heritage value, which is not rare or unique, has no impact on 
adjacent properties or significant linkage to its surroundings, and has 
undergone a number of unsympathetic renovations. 

Moved by John Kazilis 
Seconded by Bob McRoberts 

That the comments of the delegation be received and referred to Item 1. 
Carried 

(b) Bowen Sun, representing Jiancheng Zheng, Pingqing Zhang 
Re: Item 2 – HAC17-025 – Request to Remove a Property from the 

Aurora Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest, 
86 Temperance Street 

Mr. Sun provided background to the application and noted the deficiencies of 
the building respecting the basement, roof, and other elements. 

Moved by Barry Bridgeford 
Seconded by Ken Turriff 

That the comments of the delegation be received and referred to Item 2. 
Carried 
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5. Matters for Consideration 

1. HAC17-024 – Request to Remove a Property from the Aurora Register of 
Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
14288 Yonge Street 

Staff provided a brief overview of the application and clarification regarding the 
staff recommendations. 

The Committee and staff discussed various aspects of the application 
including the proposed demolition and rebuild of the main house, replication, 
location and maintenance of contextual value, financial contribution to Heritage 
Reserve Fund, trail system and easements, and heritage commemoration 
options. 

Moved by Bob McRoberts 
Seconded by John Kazilis 

1. That Report No. HAC17-024 be received; and 

2. That the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend to Council: 

(a) That the property located at 14288 Yonge Street be removed from the 
Aurora Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest; 
and 

(b) That the portion identified as the “1-½-storey Main House” be 
reconstructed and modified in accordance with recommendations 
outlined in the submitted Conservation Plan, together with an addition, 
all to be located on Lot 11 to the satisfaction of the Director of 
Planning and Building Services; and 

(c) That a financial contribution to the Heritage Reserve Fund be provided 
to the Town; and 

(d) That an addition to the home be reviewed by the Heritage Advisory 
Committee in a future meeting; and 

(e) That the Owner’s heritage consultant submit a photographic report of a 
controlled demolition of the Cannon Farmhouse to determine the 
building’s construction date for education purposes; and 
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(f) That the Cannon Farmhouse name be commemorated by street 
naming and a plaque within the private condominium road and, 
where appropriate, along the public trail; and 

(g) That materials salvaged from the demolished home be used in 
the commemorative marker/plaque. 

Carried as amended 

2. HAC17-025 – Request to Remove a Property from the Aurora Register of 
Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
86 Temperance Street 

Staff provided background and a brief overview of the application. 

The Committee and staff discussed the lot size and zoning of the property. 

Moved by John Kazilis 
Seconded by Martin Paivio 

1. That Report No. HAC17-025 be received; and 

2. That the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend to Council: 

(a) That the property located at 86 Temperance Street be removed from 
the Aurora Register of Properties of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest 
upon issuance of a demolition permit for the property; and 

(b) That future building elevations are subject to approval of Planning staff 
to ensure the proposed new dwelling will maintain the heritage 
character of the area; and 

(c) That the Black Walnut tree located in the southwest corner of the lot 
be preserved; and 

(d) That a future Zoning By-law amendment to change the zoning 
from RA2 to R3 to permit a new, single detached residential 
dwelling on the subject lands, in keeping with the 
neighbourhood, be supported by the Heritage Advisory 
Committee. 

Carried as amended 
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6. Informational Items 

3. HAC17-026 – Wood Plaque Application 
101 Temperance Street 

Staff provided a brief overview of the application. 

The Committee and staff discussed the history of the home, and the 
Committee expressed agreement with the recommended plaque wording. 

Moved by Martin Paivio 
Seconded by Barry Bridgeford 

1. That Report No. HAC17-026 be received for information. 
Carried 

4. Extract from Council Meeting of October 24, 2017 
Re: Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of September 11, 

2017, and Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 
2017-09 

Moved by Bob McRoberts  
Seconded by John Kazilis 

1. That the Extract from Council Meeting of October 24, 2017, regarding the 
Heritage Advisory Committee meeting minutes of September 11, 2017, 
and Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 2017-09, be 
received for information. 

Carried 

7. New Business 

Councillor Gaertner noted that the recommendation from the Heritage Advisory 
Committee to designate Town Park was recommended by General Committee 
without comment at its meeting of November 7, 2017, to be further considered by 
Council on November 14, 2017. 

The Committee remarked on the various ways, in addition to replication, to 
commemorate heritage, and suggested that greater diligence be applied to the 
allowable renovations of heritage properties. 
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The Committee commented on the categories and criteria used by the Evaluation 
Working Group respecting Item 1.  The Chair expressed appreciation to the 
Evaluation Working Group for all of its efforts in evaluating heritage properties. 

8. Adjournment

Moved by Ken Turriff
Seconded by Martin Paivio

That the meeting be adjourned at 9:02 p.m.
Carried 

Committee recommendations are not binding on the Town unless otherwise adopted by 
Council. 
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  Town of Aurora 
 Heritage Advisory Committee Report No.HAC17-028 

Subject: Request for Feedback   
Restoration of the Aurora Armoury 
89 Mosley Street  

Prepared by: Jeff Healey, Planner/ Heritage Planning 

Department: Planning & Building Services 

Date: December 11, 2017 

Recommendation 

1. That Report No. HAC17-028 be received; and

2. That the Heritage Advisory Committee provide feedback on the proposed 
alterations to the Aurora Armoury 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to provide feedback from the Heritage Advisory Committee 
regarding a proposed alteration to the Aurora Armoury located at 89 Mosley Street, 
designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

• The Aurora Armoury was constructed in 1874 to be used by the Queens York
Rangers (1st American Regiment)

• The proposed alterations will allow the Armoury to be used as a community
space in partnership with a Post-Secondary Facility.

Background 

Historical Significance 

The subject property is located at the south-west corner of Mosley Street and Larmont 
Street (see Attachment 1). The existing building was designated under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act in 2014, historically known as the “Aurora Armoury”.  The original 
house was constructed circa 1874 and is considered to be an excellent example of an 
early purpose-built militia drill sheds immediately prior to Confederation. The Aurora 
Armoury was the location of the famous “Aurora Speech” by Edward Blake, former 
Premier of Ontario.  

Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda 
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The following are the identified heritage attributes for the structure: 

• Overall rectangular plan, one-storey building form; 
• Low-pitched front-end gable roof; 
• All window openings; 
• East elevation brick chimney; 
• Original truss framing; and 
• Original door openings and entrances. 

Proposal 

The proposed alterations are to facilitate a conversion of the Aurora Armoury into an 
educational facility in partnership with Niagara College. The purpose of the facility will 
provide beer making courses for adult students.  

An existing shed measured approximately 19.5m2 located at the south end of the 
building is proposed to be removed. A new addition is proposed on the south wall of the 
existing building measured at 151m2. Other alterations include re-siding the entire 
structure to a wood clapboard material and the expansion of the existing door opening 
on the east elevation and the creation of a new door opening on the west elevation 
facing Town Park.  

Ontario Heritage Act  

Section 33(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act, states that, 

No owner of property designated under section 29 shall alter the property or permit 
the alteration of the property if the alteration is likely to affect the property’s 
heritage attributes, as set out in the description of the property’s heritage attributes 
that was required to be served and registered under subsection 29 (6) or (14), as 
the case may be, unless the owner applies to the council of the municipality in 
which the property is situate and receives consent in writing to the alteration. 

Analysis  

Since the Aurora Armoury is designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, any 
alterations or additions that may affect designated heritage elements or any demolition 
of the building or structure requires a Heritage permit. Plans of the proposed addition 
can be found in Attachment 3. It is noted that the Town’s architects will have a Heritage 
Impact Assessment prepared for the proposed alterations to the Armoury.   

Removal of Existing Outbuilding 

The existing outbuilding is located approximately 0.3 m south of the main structure. The 
outbuilding can be described as a 1 storey concrete structure with a low-pitch front 
gable roof.  Two large metal doors are located on the eastern entrance of the structure. 
The outbuilding does not appear on any fire insurance mapping. Upon review of aerial 
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photography, the outbuilding first appears in 1988. Therefore there is no heritage value 
to the existing outbuilding. 

Proposed Addition 

The proposed addition is intended to continue the existing Rectangular plan of the 
Aurora Armoury. The one storey addition is intended to carry the massing of the south 
wing. It is noted that the proposed addition will remove any original window openings 
that may be hidden under the façade of the south wall. It is also uncertain if any HVAC 
units may be installed on the roof and how these mechanical units will impact the 
heritage character of the Armoury.  A future Heritage Impact Assessment will assess 
the full impacts of the addition on the Aurora Armoury.  

Proposed Siding 

The Armoury is currently clad with Aluminium and Vinyl siding, which is proposed to be 
replaced with wood clapboard siding. It is noted that the Armoury was originally 
sheathed with wood clapboard material. Staff request that appropriate care is taken in 
the removal of the existing siding to determine whether any original window openings 
remain underneath.   

Proposed East and West Entrances 

Heritage staff note that the existing east entrance is proposed to be expanded for the 
proposed use. A future Heritage Impact Assessment will be submitted to fully assess 
the impacts on the removal of the existing door opening on the east elevation and the 
creation of a new door opening on the west elevation. The current proposal may result 
in the amendment of the Designation By-law.  

Restoration of the Aurora Armory 

The following is an excerpt from Report No. PBS17-095 with respect to rehabilitation of 
the Aurora Armoury: 

Staff have been working with GOW Hastings Architects to complete the design for the 
restoration of the property. The intent of the design was to produce a multi-purpose 
facility that could be repurposed quickly and efficiently as a municipal facility. The 
Town’s Architects have completed the conceptual design and related cost estimate that 
effectively maximizes the short and long term utility of the building, while restoring the 
heritage elements and strengthening the link between the Armoury and Town Park. In 
the proposed design, the architects are proposing the building be designed to 
accommodate three distinct uses concurrently. These uses include:  

• classroom/meeting space with limited office/administration (northern side of the
building);

• event/reception/multi-purpose space with a small demonstration area (central
area in the building); and,

• a small teaching kitchen/demonstration area (southern side of the building).
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These uses are supported by restroom facilities that are accessible both from within the 
building and by an exterior entrance into Town Park, basic kitchen facilities and limited 
storage.  

The proposed renovation envisions the restoration of the exterior elements of the 
building. The architect has reviewed the available historic documentation related to 89 
Mosley Street to identify the key historic design elements of the building. Based on this 
information, the restoration includes maintaining the original building and roof 
configuration, maintaining or restoring original openings (where possible) and removing 
and replacing the existing aluminum and vinyl siding with vertical siding that better 
replicates the original materials and design. The result will be a building that better 
reflects the original design and function of the property.   

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications with this report. 

Communications Considerations 

No Communication Required. 

Link to Strategic Plan 

The conservation of heritage resources supports the Strategic Plan goal of Supporting 
an Exceptional Quality of Life for All through its accomplishment in satisfying 
requirements in objective Celebrating and Promoting our Culture. 

Alternatives to the Recommendation 

None. 

Conclusions 

The Aurora Armoury located at 89 Mosley Street is a designated heritage property under 
Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and Council approval is required for any demolition 
and alteration of a structure that may affect its cultural heritage value or interest. It is 
recommended that the Heritage Advisory Committee provide feedback to the proposed 
alterations and that staff review a future heritage impact assessment, to assess impacts 
on the Armoury’s heritage attributes and appropriate protection measures during 
construction.  
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 Town of Aurora 
                        Heritage Advisory Committee Report  No.HAC17-027 
 

Subject:  Yonge Street Building Inventory 
 
Prepared by: Jeff Healey, Planner/ Heritage Planning 

Department: Planning and Building Services 

Date:  December 11, 2017 
 

Recommendation  

1. That Report No. HAC17-027 be received for information.  
 

Executive Summary  

The purpose of this report is to provide the Heritage Advisory Committee information 
with respect to properties located along Yonge Street between Wellington Street and 
Kennedy Street.  

• Yonge Street south of Wellington Street, north of Kennedy Street contains 
twenty-one (21) properties Listed on the Aurora Registrar of Properties of 
Cultural Heritage value or Interest and three (3) properties Designated under Part 
IV of the Ontario Heritage Act  

• Yonge Street contains a wide variety of buildings spanning different eras of 
Aurora’s history from the 1850’s to present day.  

 

Background 

On March 6 2017, the Heritage Advisory Committee requested staff to prepare a report 
on the heritage status of properties along historic Yonge Street. The intent of the 
request was to determine any appropriate additional heritage measures, which may be 
required in the future, such as a Heritage Conservation District. This report was 
provided to the Heritage Advisory Committee on June 12, 2017.  An additional report 
was prepared on September 11, 2017 to outline the general process for establishing a 
Heritage Conservation District under Part V of the Ontario Heritage Act. On September 
11, 2017, the following recommendation was provided by the Heritage Advisory 
Committee: 
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1. That Report No. HAC17-019 be received; and  

2. That the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend to Council: 
 

(a) That staff provide an information report regarding listed, designated, and 
potentially historic properties on Yonge Street between Wellington Street and 
Kennedy Street. 

Carried as amended 

Location 

The lands considered within this report comprise of Yonge Street between Wellington 
Street to the north and Kennedy Street to the south (See Attachment 1). The lands 
contain twenty-one (21) properties Listed on the Aurora Registrar of Properties of 
Cultural Heritage value or Interest and three (3) properties Designated under Part IV of 
the Ontario Heritage Act.  

Analysis  

The Inventory of properties on Yonge Street from Wellington Street to Kennedy Street is 
provided in Attachment 2. The inventory provides preliminary information about each 
building, including its historical name, construction date, heritage status, architecture 
details and other notes. Moving away from the historical core of Yonge Street, buildings 
not identified as Listed or Designated structures may have less historic information 
readily available.  

Yonge Street from Wellington to Kennedy contains a wide variety of construction dates 
representative of the development of Yonge Street from the mid-19th Century to present. 

• 5 buildings constructed between 1820 and 1860 (primarily 1850’s) 
• 12 buildings constructed between 1861 and 1890  
• 9 buildings constructed between 1891 and 1920 
• 8 buildings constructed between 1921 and 1950 
• 16 buildings constructed between 1951 and 2017 
• 4 vacant properties 

The oldest structure within the Inventory area is 15114 Yonge Street, which was 
constructed in 1820. It is noted that this building was originally located in Witchurch-
Stouffville utilized as a Quaker Meeting house and was relocated to Aurora in the 
1940’s.  

A fire destroyed a number of commercial buildings on the west side of Yonge Street in 
1887, resulting in a number of new commercial building built immediately afterwards. 
This may suggest why there are a higher proportion of Yonge Street buildings 
constructed between 1861 and 1890.  

A number of buildings constructed in the late 1870’s though to the early 1920’s are 
considered to be second generation buildings, therefore an earlier building likely 
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existed. An example is the Ashton and Lloyd Buildings, where the previous building was 
the home of Richard Machell, founder of Machell’s Corners (later renamed Aurora in 
1863). 

Should the entire building stock of Yonge Street properties be categorized into 30-year 
construction periods, beginning in 1860, between 6 and 12 buildings from each 
construction period continue to remain. Therefore, there is a consistent stock of 
buildings reflective of different periods of Aurora’s history.        

Several listed and designated properties within the commercial core of Yonge Street 
carry rich history related to the early commercial development of Aurora. The historical 
notes indicated in the inventory are only a brief summary of each building’s history. A 
more detailed research project is recommended to understand the detailed history of 
each building.    

All four vacant properties currently have planning applications submitted with the Town. 
Each proposal will be reviewed with consideration of the Aurora Promenade policies 
and surrounding historical context.  

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications.  
 
Communications Considerations 
 
No Communication Required.  

Link to Strategic Plan 

The conservation of heritage resources supports the Strategic Plan goal of Supporting 
an Exceptional Quality of Life for All through its accomplishment in satisfying 
requirements in objective Celebrating and Promoting our Culture. 
 
Alternatives to the Recommendation 

None.  

Conclusions 

The Yonge Street Inventory has identified a wide variety of listed and designated 
buildings. Aurora’s Yonge Street contains rich history beginning in the first half of the 
19th Century. Many original buildings remain, with varying amounts of original 
architectural elements remaining between buildings. Should the entire building stock of 
Yonge Street properties be categorized into 30-year construction periods, beginning in 
1860, between 6 and 12 buildings from each construction period continue to remain.      
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5. Consent Agenda 

Moved by Councillor Thompson 
Seconded by Councillor Gaertner 

C1. General Committee Meeting Report of November 7, 2017 

1. That the General Committee meeting report of November 7, 2017, be received 
and the following recommendations carried by the Committee be approved: 

(C7) Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2017 

1. That the Heritage Advisory Committee meeting minutes of October 16, 
2017, be received for information. 

(R9) Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 2017-10 

1. That Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 2017-10 be 
received; and 

2. That the Committee recommendations contained within this report be 
approved. 

Carried 

Summary of Committee Recommendations Report No. 2017-10 

Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 16, 2017 

1. HAC17-022 – Heritage Permit Application, 29 Mark Street, File: NE-HCD-HPA-17-15 

(a) That Heritage Permit Application NE-HCD-HPA-17-15 for a 118.8 m2 second-storey 
addition and a 3 m2 rear addition be approved. 

2. HAC17-020 – Request to Designate under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, 49 
Wells Street “Town Park” 

(a) That the Town Park located at 49 Wells Street be designated under Part IV of the 
Ontario Heritage Act as a property of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

(b) That the Town Clerk be authorized to publish and serve Council's Notice of Intention to 
Designate as per requirements of the Act; and 

Extract from 
Council Meeting of 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 
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(c) That the designation by-law be brought before Council for passing if no objections
were received within the thirty (30) day objection period as per requirements of the Act;
and

(d) That the following amendments to the Summary of Heritage Attributes be included:

• The overall park setting, including the natural landscape of the existing park;

• The presence of a Band Shell;

• The presence of a baseball diamond; and,

• A playground.

3. HAC17-023 – Doors Open Aurora 2017 – Event Summary Report

(a) That the Heritage Advisory Committee extend a thank you to the following individuals
and groups for their support of Doors Open Aurora 2017:

1) All site owners/operators;

2) All volunteers and site staff;

3) The Auroran newspaper; and

4) The Mayor, Members of Council, and supporting Town staff.

4. Memorandum from Acting Manager of Parks
Re:  Tree Removal Permit Application #064 for 52 Centre Street

(a) That Tree Removal Permit Application #064 for the removal of one black walnut tree at
52 Centre Street be approved.
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