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Town of Aurora
Environmental Advisory Committee
Meeting Agenda

Date: Thursday, October 5, 2017

Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall

1. Approval of the Agenda
Recommended:

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved.

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof

3. Receipt of the Minutes

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2017

That the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 15, 2017, be
received for information.

4. Delegations

5. Matters for Consideration

1. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives
Re: Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) Update

Recommended:
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1. That the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan
(CEAP) Update be received; and

2. That the Environmental Advisory Committee recommend any necessary
changes to be made to the attached updated Plan.

6. Informational Items

2. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives
Re: Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) Progress Report
2016

Recommended:

1. That the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan
(CEAP) Progress Report 2016 be received for information.

3. Extract from Council Meeting of September 12, 2017
Re: Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
June 15, 2017

Recommended:

1. That the Extract from Council Meeting of September 12, 2017, regarding
the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 15,
2017, be received for information.

7. New Business

8. Adjournment
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Town of Aurora
Environmental Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes

Date: Thursday, June 15, 2017
Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall
Committee Members: Councillor Paul Pirri (Chair), Councillor Tom Mrakas (Vice

Chair), Irene Clement, Melville James, Jennifer Sault, Sara
Varty, Nancee Webb, and Kristina Zeromskiene

Member(s) Absent: Larry Fedec

Other Attendees: Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental
Initiatives, and Linda Bottos, Council/Committee Secretary

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

1. Approval of the Agenda

Moved by Jennifer Sault
Seconded by Nancee Webb

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved.
Carried

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act.

3. Receipt of the Minutes

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of April 6, 2017
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Moved by Melville James
Seconded by Councillor Mrakas

That the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of April 6, 2017, be
received for information.

Carried

4. Delegations

(@) Ryan Ness, Angela Wallace, Toronto and Region Conservation Authority

Re: The Living City Report Card

The delegation was unable to attend.

5. Matters for Consideration

None

6. Informational Items

1.

Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives
Re: Invasive Plant Species Update

Staff provided a brief overview of the memorandum. The Committee inquired
about possible grant opportunities and staff agreed to investigate. Staff and
Committee discussed various aspects including public awareness,
prioritization of key areas, educational workshops, the phragmites pilot
project, and collaboration opportunities toward the control and eradication of
invasive plant species.

Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Kristina Zeromskiene

1. That the memorandum regarding Invasive Plant Species Update be received
for information.
Carried





Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda Minutes
Thursday, October 5, 2017 Page 3 of 4

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes
Thursday, June 15, 2017 Page 3 of 4

2. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives
Re: Corporate Environmental Action Plan Update Status

Staff noted that the draft updated Corporate Environmental Action Plan
(CEAP) would be emailed to Committee members in early August 2017 for
comment. Staff and Committee discussed various aspects including the
incorporation of the Town’s commitment to the Blue Dot campaign, the need
for a full-time employee to guide the CEAP energy initiative, the Community
Energy Plan, and the Corporate Energy Management Plan.

Moved by Melville James
Seconded by Sara Varty

1. That the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan
Update Status be received for information.
Carried

7. New Business

Staff and Committee discussed aspects of Aurora’s Eco Festival held on April 29,
2017, and staff noted the positive feedback received.

Staff provided an update regarding the anti-idling initiative, noting that this item
would be refreshed in CEAP with emphasis on a positive campaign of public
awareness and education. The Committee suggested that industrial idling should
also be addressed.

Staff confirmed that the Town would not be joining the ClimateWise Business
Network at this time.

Staff provided an update regarding the “Bring Your Own Bottle” initiative and pilot
project.

The Committee inquired about what happens to items picked up in the Town'’s
monthly textile collection project. Staff agreed to investigate and report back.
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8. Adjournment

Moved by Jennifer Sault
Seconded by Irene Clement

That the meeting be adjourned at 8:21 p.m.

Carried

Committee recommendations are not binding on the Town unless adopted by Council at
a later meeting.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 5, 2017
TO: Environmental Advisory Committee
FROM:  Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives

RE: Corporate Environmental Action Plan Update

RECOMMENDATIONS

THAT the memorandum regarding the Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP)
Update be received; and

THAT EAC members recommend any necessary changes to be made to the attached
updated Plan.

BACKGROUND

Council had requested that the Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) update be
completed by Town staff. A plan of how the CEAP update was to take place was
summarized within a Memo to EAC in June 2015. Staff met with related advisory
committees, CEAP staff working groups and conducted thorough internet research of other
municipal environmental action plans in order to renew the Plan comprehensively.

What is the Corporate Environmental Action Plan?

The CEAP is a five-year plan that allows the Corporation of the Town of Aurora to meet
its environmental objectives. The Plan focuses on what the Town can do to protect and
enhance the natural environment. The Plan also supports the implementation of the
Town’s Strategic Plan, new Official Plan, master plans, and other ongoing
environmental activities. The CEAP planning process, consultation, and outcome will
provide the town with an opportunity to capitalize on past experiences and implement
change that will empower Aurora to deliver progressive environmental policies and
ensure that all departments are working together to achieve common environmental
objectives. The purpose of the Town of Aurora’s Corporate Environmental Action Plan is
to:

e Protect and enhance the natural environment

e Be a catalyst for local initiatives that promote environmental sustainability,
integrity and conservation of our resources and ecosystem; and,

e To enhance environmental stewardship within the community.
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October 5, 2017 -2- CEAP update

The Corporate Environmental Action Plan was renewed with details focusing on different
aspects of the environment. The original CEAP included air, fire, earth and water as pillars to
categorize the goals and actions. The new CEAP is now structured around water,
urbanization, waste, natural environment, climate change, and public education, providing a
direct link between the prescribed actions and the natural environment.

The updated CEAP includes six categories supported by a number of objectives and action
items. The water conservation section focuses on reducing corporate water consumption
and managing urban stormwater in order to conserve water resources. Water is an
important and limited resource. The Town of Aurora will take the appropriate steps towards
reducing corporate water consumption. Stormwater management controls the stormwater
runoff for the purpose of reducing downstream erosion, water quality degradation, and
flooding as well as mitigating the adverse effects of changes in land use on the aquatic
environment.

Aurora is 50 square kilometres in size. The variety of the town’s land assets is a big part of
our economic strength and high quality of life. With increasing urban intensification
pressures in Aurora, it is important to manage and protect significant natural resources. The
Sustainable Urban Development section supports the protection of natural areas and
promotes more sustainable and environmentally compatible land development.

The Waste Reduction and Diversion section focuses on targeted promotion and education
to the community about diverting garbage through reduce, reuse, recycle and recover
methods. The Town’s waste management strategy continues to concentrate on waste
reduction programs with significant focus on reducing over waste tonnage collected while
maximizing material recoveries and increase promotion and education. To ensure our
diversion rate continuously increases, we will focus on specific targeted promotion and
education to residents about reducing over waste through the 4 R’s, reduce, reuse, recycle
and recover. The Town works collaboratively with the Region, via the York Region SM4RT
Living Plan to implement specific planning processes that form part of the Integrated Waste
Management Master Plan.

The Biodiversity and Natural Heritage section focuses on objectives and actions that are
ecologically sound and protect the natural heritage systems and biodiversity. A large portion
of Aurora is located on the Oak Ridges Moraine which forms a portion of the provincial
Greenbelt. Through biodiversity and the benefits it provides, ecosystems are the
fundamental units for supporting life on earth. Ecosystem services are the foundation for
natural processes of climate, water and air regulation. The Town strives to maintain an
environment that is ecologically sound and protect the natural heritage systems and their
biodiversity.

A new category of Climate Change and Energy has been added. This section considers
adaptation measures to lower risks posed by the impacts of climate change and mitigation
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Climate change is expected to place
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October 5, 2017 -3- CEAP update

increased stress on natural, social and built environments particularly on infrastructure,
planning and social services, environmental conditions and buildings. Increasingly,
communities across Ontario are feeling the effects, from more frequent and heavier
rainstorms, to longer summers. This will create challenges for the Town as staff work to
minimize the impacts of extreme weather through the development and implementation of
climate change adaptation plans.

The Environmental Awareness section promotes public education and awareness by
engaging staff and residents to learn about environmental initiatives and ways to get
involved. Public education and awareness is the cornerstone of environmental outreach and
it is reflected in the town values to have a positive impact on the environment. The town
continues to engage staff and the community about environmental initiatives and
accomplishments.

Other additions to enhance the readability of the plan are vibrant new charts, figures and
appendices to illustrate the current environmental plans and policies, and their linkages to
each other. The new CEAP includes objectives which have been tailored to pair with the
actions. The implementation section has been updated to reflect the relevant measures
and a more current approach to work with the Environmental Management Team.
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October 5, 2017 -4- CEAP update

Below is a table summarizing the main changes made to the CEAP.

Original CEAP 2010 New CEAP 2017

Executive Summary: Replaced it with a small concise short summary

Get rid of the Air, Fire, Earth and Water Paragraph

Table of Contents: Add in Figures, Appendices and new categories

Old Chart Added new colourful smart charts

Removed hierarchical chart Replaced with a dynamic chart representing all the
plans that are in place at Town of Aurora

Removed small pictures representing Air, Fire, Replaced it with new icons representing the 6 new

Earth and Water Categories

Changed four categories from: To 6 new categories:

Air e Water Conservation

Fire e Sustainable urban Development

Earth e Waste Reduction and Diversion

Water e Biodiversity and Natural Heritage

e Climate change and Energy

e Environmental Awareness

Remove Broad Goals per category Added mainly new Objectives and Actions
Added a few new items to the implementation
section including: The Establish Environmental
Reserve Fund

Add a chart summarizing all environmentally
related plans

Added the Provincial Climate Change Adaptation
Plan actions within the Municipalities mandate
Addressed invasive plant species

Added anti-idling education and awareness and
consideration

Meetings throughout the year were held to discuss the potential changes to the CEAP.
Extensive consultation with staff and relevant advisory committees took place in order to
update the CEAP.

ATTACHMENT

Draft CEAP dated September 2017





Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda item 1
Thursday, October 5, 2017 Page 5 of 33

Attachment 1
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Figure 5: Overview of the Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP)

WATER CONSERVATION

Objective W1: Reduce town owned facility water consumption
\ “*:.“*u'j;{j

Action 1: Reduce corporate water consumption E
Action 2: Implement a water loss reduction strategy

Objective W2: To reduce the uncontrolled and inadequately controlled stormwater areas with respect to both quality and
quantity by following recommendations of the Town’s Comprehensive Stormwater Management Master Plan

Action 1: Investigate ways to enhance and optimize the functioning of the current stormwater management facility
inventory

Action 2: Improve stormwater quality in all new road reconstruction projects

Action 3: Encourage at source storm water management control measures on private property

Action 4: Investigate new practices that may enhance pollution prevention

SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT

of Aurora’s residents and Town Staff.

W= v

Objective S1: Foster a sustainable green development and alternate methods of transportation to improve the quality of life /l‘m
‘axr.

Action 1: Promote Sustainable Transportation to Town staff
Action 2: Implement Sustainable Building Metrics in the construction of all new Town facilities
Action 3: Set up new areas for additional community gardens in Aurora.

WASTE REDUCTION and DIVERSION

Objective D1: Implement sustainable construction practices to reduce waste, incorporate sustainable design and reclaim or

recycle materials. I

Action 1: Implement sustainable construction and building practices for town buildings and facilities that considers
‘Sustainable Sites Guidelines”
Action 2: Develop a Green Purchasing Policy for the Town of Aurora and its contractors

Objective D2: Reduce corporate waste going to landfill disposal.

Action 1: Implement Waste Reduction Strategies

BIODIVERSITY and NATURAL HERITAGE

Objective B1: Enrich Aurora’s ecology by protecting and preserving biodiversity

Action 1: * Encourage ecological design in landscaping of parks and retrofit projects

Action 2: Improve Natural Heritage Significant Wildlife Habitat

Action 3: Implement the Urban Forestry Management Plan

Action 4: Implement the Invasive Species Act in partnership with York Region and the Province.

CLIMATE CHANGE and ENERGY
Objective C1: Prepare a Climate Change Adaptation Plan

Action 1: Identify climate change risks by completing a vulnerability risk assessment of key departmental priorities
Action 2: Develop a Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan that will assist the town to mitigate the risks of climate change.

Objective C2: Implement the Provincial Climate Change Plan Actions

Action 1: *Province Propose amendments to Municipal Act

Action 2: *Require electric charging in surface lots

Action 3: *Set green development standards

Action 4: *Eliminate minimum parking requirements over the next 5 years for municipal zoning bylaws
Action 5: *Make climate change mitigation and adaptation mandatory in municipal official plans

Objective C3: Reduce the town’s greenhouse gas emissions by town staff and at town facilities.

Action 1: Implement an anti-idling initiative

Action 2: *Develop a Green Fleet Plan

Action 3: Improve energy efficiency of existing building and business operations
Action 4: Consider all green infrastructure options as part of new corporate builds

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

Objective Al: Encourage the stewardship of Aurora‘s natural resources and advance green initiatives by promoting community
involvement

Action 1: Promote the use of reusable water bottles in conjunction with the new water bottle filling stations
communication campaign

Action 2: Increase overall community awareness of climate change

Action 3: Develop an urban forest communication plan that delivers key messages to target audiences

Action 4: Develop an education and outreach communications strategy to help protect and enhance our biodiversity

17
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sl 100 John West Way
- Box 1000

/ T Aurora, Ontario
AURORA |ucén

You're in Good Company Email: cnagy-oh@aurora.ca
www.aurora.ca

MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 5, 2017

TO: Environmental Advisory Committee

FROM: Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives

RE: CEAP Progress Report 2016

Item 2
Page 1 of 3

Town of Aurora
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4382 Infrastructure & Environmental

Services

RECOMMENDATIONS

THAT the memorandum regarding CEAP Progress Report 2016 be received for

information.

BACKGROUND

The Environmental Advisory Committee provided support and strategic guidance throughout
the development of the Town’s Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP). In
accordance with the Plan, staff have prepared a progress report outlining the progress
made between 2011 - 2016 toward achieving the objectives laid-out in the Plan. The
following is a listing of CEAP related initiatives that have either been completed in 2016 or
which have been approved by Council in 2016. This is the final CEAP progress report for the

original version (2010 edition).

Held first Earth Week Community Fair at the Aurora Armoury in Town Park on
Wednesday, April 20 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. More than 600 attendees with 27

participating organizations with educational booths on-site
Event featured:
e Electric vehicles

e Energy generating bicycle to charge cell phones

e Children’s interactive activities and crafts
e Free tree saplings for attendees
¢ Innovative green products and organizations

FIRE (Energy) Goal — Reduce the Town’s overall energy consumption through

energy efficiency measures and the use of renewable energy sources.

e Hired consultant to provide the town with a full building condition assessment and

energy audit on most town-owned buildings.

e Thirteen solar panel applications were submitted. Nine for residential homes,

three for industrial building and storage, and one for governmental and

administrative.
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EARTH (Land) Goal — Plan and manage Aurora’s ecology by protecting wildlife
habitat, promoting alternate modes of transportation and utilizing sustainable
land use planning.

Town successfully recycled a total of 2,680 lamps, 811.6 kg of glass, 85.76 kg of
metal,0.26800 kg of mercury, 43.42 kg of porcelain. (Objective E3)
Aurora Leisure Complex recycled a total of 170 mercury containing lamps with
mercury contaminant removed and reprocessed in accordance with regulations
set out by the Ontario Ministry of Environment. (Objective E3)
Curbside textile collection joint project with York Region

0 Aurora’s textile collection pilot collected more than 43 tonnes of textiles
Initiated ongoing vegetation management and protection initiatives for new
subdivision development areas. E2
Planted more than 1500 trees and shrubs on municipal lands in association with
Neighbourhood Network and local school groups. E2
Planted more than 1000 trees and shrubs on municipal lands in association with
Aurora Community Arboretum. E2
Initiated ongoing ecological integrity monitoring of natural heritage areas within
2C development lands. E1
Initiated detailed design phase for Community Wildlife Park. E1
Completed first phase of trail connection through former Kwik Kopy property,
providing connectivity from Yonge Street to Willow Farm Lane. E5

WATER Goal — Reduce corporate water consumption; and utilize stormwater
management technologies to improve control of stormwater quantity as well as
enhance stormwater quality.

1.57 hectares treated by Low Impact Development (LIDs) Stormwater
Management Controls installed in 2016. (Action2.4.4)

285 metres of Child Drive road drainage channel rehabilitation project completed
(Action2.4.3)

Infrastructure and Environmental Services (IES) Water Operators inspected 51
storm water management ponds twice in 2016.

LIDs were installed as part of the Aurora Community Centre Parking Llot
Improvements Project (Action 2.4.4)

0 1650 sg.metres of permeable interlocking concrete pavers within the
parking surface controlling a drainage area of 0.738 hectares.

0 950 sg.metres of permeable interlocking concrete pedestrian pathways
accepting direct rain only.

0 230 sg.metres of permeable grid paver (Ecosrater) to replace impervious
access roads accepting direct rain only.

0 118 sqg.metres of rain garden controlling a drainage area of 0.195
hectares.

0 220 sg.metres of bioswales controlling a drainage area of 0.287 hectares.
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0 The conversion of an existing dry-pond in Fleury Park into a 275
sg.metres bioretention facility controlling 0.236 hectares.
0 55 metres of stream bank restoration completed.

The CEAP Progress Report 2016 will be made available to the public via the Town’'s

website and printed copies.

ATTACHMENTS
None
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P Extract from

- Council Meeting of
AURORA Tuesday, September 12, 2017

5. Consent Agenda

Moved by Councillor Mrakas
Seconded by Councillor Gaertner

C1l. General Committee Meeting Report of September 5, 2017

1. That the General Committee meeting report of September 5, 2017, be received
and the following recommendations carried by the Committee be approved:

(C7) Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 15, 2017

1. That the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 15,
2017, be received for information.
Carried

Page 1 of 1
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