
 

General Committee 
Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016 
7 p.m. 

Council Chambers 
Aurora Town Hall 



Public Release 
September 23, 2016 

 

Town of Aurora 
General Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016 
7 p.m. 

Council Chambers 

Councillor Abel in the Chair 

1. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Recommended: 

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 

3. Determination of Items Requiring Separate Discussion 

4. Adoption of Items Not Requiring Separate Discussion 

5. Delegations 

6. Presentations by the Advisory Committee Chair 

7. Consideration of Items Requiring Separate Discussion 
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8. Notices of Motion 

(a) Mayor Dawe 
 Re: Implementation of Whistle Cessation for GO Train Crossings 

9. New Business/General Information 

10. Closed Session 

11. Adjournment 
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Agenda Items 

1. CS16-004 – Audio Visual Upgrades and Meeting Management Suite 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. CS16-004 be received for information. 

2. FS16-030 – 2017 Fees and Charges Update 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. FS16-030 be received; and 

2. That the 2017 Fees and Charges for applications, permits, use of Town 
property, the sale of Town publications and for the prescribed service charges 
for administrative matters as itemized on the attached schedules be approved: 

i. Schedule A – General Fees and Charges 
ii. Schedule B – Planning and Building Services 
iii. Schedule C – Corporate Services 
iv. Schedule D – Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
v. Schedule E – Infrastructure and Environmental Services 
vi. Schedule F – Financial Services; and 

3. That the necessary bylaw be enacted at November 8, 2016 Council meeting in 
accordance with the Town’s Notice Provision Policy. 

3. IES16-075 – Metrolinx Temporary Parking Accommodations – Responses 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. IES16-075 be received for information. 

4. IES16-076 – Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area Regional Transportation 
Plan Review 

Recommended: 
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1. That Report No. IES16-076 be received for information. 

5. IES16-077 – Award of Tender IES 2016-87 – Greenhouse Floor System 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. IES16-077 be received; and 

2. That Tender IES 2016-87 – The construction of one (1) slab-on-grade floor 
system for the Aurora Joint Operations Centre Greenhouses be awarded to 
Lombardi Construction Inc. in the amount of $157,695.00, excluding taxes; 
and 

3. That the Mayor and Town Clerk be authorized to execute the necessary 
Agreement, including any and all document and ancillary agreements required 
to give effect to same. 

6. PRCS16-044 – Leslie Street Underpasses Construction 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PRCS16-044 be received; and 

2. That an increase in the Town of Aurora’s 50 per cent contribution toward 
construction of two (2) underpasses in the amount of $148,336 be approved; 
and 

3. That the budget for Project No. 73177 – Regionally Approved Underpasses be 
increased for a total of $901,960. 

7. PBS16-069 – Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control 
Paradise Homes Leslie Inc. 
Lots 195 to 202 and 212 and Block 215 
being 65R-36506, 65R-36524, 65R-36551 and 65R-36552 
File Number: PLC-2016-09 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PBS16-069 be received; and 
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2. That the Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control submitted by
Paradise Homes Leslie Inc. to divide Lots 195 to 202 and 212 and Block 215
on Plan 65M-4462 into eighteen (18) separate lots for semi-detached units and
five (5) townhouse lots be approved; and

3. That the implementing Part Lot Control Exemption By-law be presented at a
future Council meeting.

8. PBS16-076 – Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control
Casings Developments Inc. 
Blocks 5, 7, 9, 11, 14 and 16 
being 65R-36585, 65R-36584 and 65R-36593 
File Number: PLC-2016-10 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PBS16-076 be received; and

2. That Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control submitted by Casings 
Developments Inc. to divide Blocks 5, 7, 9, 11, 14 and 16 on Plan 65M-4478 
into thirty-five (35) townhouse lots be approved; and

3. That the implementing Part Lot Control Exemption By-law be presented at a 
future Council meeting. 

9. PBS16-077 – Request for Street Name Approval
Carpino Construction Inc. 
15278 Yonge Street 
Related File Number: OPA-2015-04, ZBA-2015-10 
File Number: SP-2015-08 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PBS16-077 be received; and

2. That the following street name be approved for the proposed road within the
approved Site Plan application, File SP-2015-08:

Street “A” Alex Gardner Circle 
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10. PBS16-078 – Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control
TACC Developments (Aurora) Inc. 
Blocks 222, 224 and 225 
being 65R-36534, 65R-36533 and 65R-36620 
File Number: PLC-2016-11 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PBS16-078 be received; and

2. That the Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control submitted by TACC 
Developments (Aurora) Inc. to divide Blocks 222, 224 and 225 on Plan 
65M-4462 into fifteen (15) townhouse lots be approved; and

3. That the implementing Part Lot Control Exemption By-law be presented at a 
future Council meeting. 

11. PBS16-080 – Proposed Bell Radiocommunication Antenna System
Gaetano DiBlasi 
1360 Bloomington Road East 
Part of Lot 11, Concession 2 
File Number: SP(T)-2014-02 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PBS16-080 be received; and

2. That Industry Canada and the applicant be advised that the Town’s
Radiocommunication and Broadcasting Antenna Systems Protocol has been
complied with in respect to the proposed 40-metre high telecommunication
tower; and

3. That Council provide direction respecting:

a) Concurrence; or
b) Non-Concurrence

regarding the proposed 40-metre high telecommunication tower at 1360 
Bloomington Road East; and 
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4. That Industry Canada be advised of Council’s resolution on the subject
application.

12. Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of September
8, 2016

Recommended:

1. That the Economic Development Advisory Committee meeting minutes of
September 8, 2016, be received for information.



 Town of Aurora 
General Committee Report No. CS16-004 

Subject: Audio Visual Upgrades and Meeting Management Suite 

Prepared by: Lisa Lyons, Town Clerk 

Department: Corporate Services 

Date: October 4, 2016 

Recommendation 

1. That Report No. CS16-004 be received for information. 

Executive Summary 

The purpose of this information report is to provide an update regarding the status and 
timing of implementation of the audio visual equipment upgrades for Council Chambers 
and the Holland Room, and the meeting management suite, which includes the delivery 
of e-agenda, web streaming and the ability for a vote record system.  The report sets 
out: 

• The construction and implementation schedule for the audio visual equipment, 
commencing in November 2016 with the transition of systems occurring over the 
December meeting break and testing/training and launch of new system 
occurring in January 2017 

• An overview of features included with the meeting management suite 
• Feedback received from the Accessibility Advisory Committee and accessibility 

enhancements provided by the project 

Background 

The Council Chambers currently has an audio visual system that has become unreliable 
and outdated due to the existing analog system and components being end of life. The 
current system has limited capabilities and there are technical challenges as many 
aspects of the system are failing, no longer being supported, replacement parts are no 
longer available, and the system does not work with newer digital components.  
Additionally, there are three other priorities that have been identified by Council that 
have been included with this project, namely: 
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1. Ability to live stream Advisory Committee meetings from the Holland Room; 
2. An electronic agenda system incorporating live streaming, vote record solution and        

a user-friendly, searchable database of Council reports and minutes for access by        
the Council/staff/public; and 

3. Improved Accessibility within the Council Chambers. 

Analysis 

Audio Visual Upgrades 

In July of 2016, Staff retained the services of an AV Specialist to conduct a condition 
assessment of the current audio visual systems in the Council Chambers and Holland 
Room.  The consultant reviewed requirements from various stakeholders (including 
Council, staff and the Accessibility Committee), developed a plan and strategy to 
standardize and upgrade the audio visual system, and created the technical and 
functional specifications which have been incorporated into an RFP.  Additionally, the 
consultant has provided expertise on suitable evaluation criteria and will participate in 
the evaluation process as an advisor. 

The schedule currently developed for the audio visual upgrades is as follows: 

Task Date Comments 

RFP Process 
Release 
Proposal Closing Date 
Evaluation Team Decision 
General Committee Report 
Council Award of Contract 
Procurement Process Start 

 
Sep. 16/16 
Oct. 4/16 
Oct. 14/16 
Oct. 18/16 
Oct. 25/16 
Oct. 26-28/16 

 
 
 
 
 
General Committee consideration 
Council final approval 
Including AUDE/SIB certification with 
Vendor 

Project Kick-off Meeting Oct. 31/16 With Vendor, Consultant, Project Team 

Construction Period Nov. 14/16 

Start week of Nov. 14; may be sooner 
depending on negotiations with Vendor 
and will include wire and cabling 
installation, removal of wood frames 
around projection screens, removal of 
rear projector, and any other works that 
will not disrupt current  audio visual 
system 

Council Recess Period Dec. 13/16 to 
Jan. 23/17 Full replacement of audio visual system 
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Onsite Programming Jan. 2/17  
Commissioning Jan. 11-12/17 Testing of new equipment  
Training Jan. 13-20/17  Training of staff and Council members 
First Use Date Jan. 24/17 First cycle General Committee 
 

As noted in the schedule above, construction phases will have to commence in the 
Council chambers in November in order to ensure the system is functioning for the first 
meeting cycle in January.  Staff have been working to reschedule meetings into other 
rooms other than General Committee, Council and Public Planning or Committee of 
Adjustment meetings. This construction will include removal of the wood frames 
surrounding the current projection screens which will further enhance accessibility of the 
ramps.  One of the projection screens will also be disconnected during the wire and 
cabling installation phase; however, we will ensure that one screen is functioning during 
the public meetings. 

Should the project be delayed, the vendor is required to provide equipment for full set-
up of an alternate meeting location. 

Meeting Management Suite (e-agenda solution) 

The Meeting Management Suite is a software system that will provide the “backbone” to 
the web streaming, archived video, vote record and public portal to Council/Committee 
agendas, minutes and reports. 

The Town has entered into an agreement with the vendor Prime Government Solutions 
through a piggy-back clause in an agreement with the Town of Newmarket.  The 
agreement was a result of a competitive bid process.  Both Aurora and Newmarket will 
be working together with this vendor to implement a solution for both municipalities.  
There are cost benefits to this collaboration, in addition to taking advantage of the staff 
skills and expertise related to implementing and supporting an e-agenda solution. 

Substantial work will be undertaken internally to implement this system, including 
completing the design of the webpage where live streamed video feeds and archived 
Council and General Committee meeting video clips will be accessed.  The same 
webpage will provide access to agendas and minutes, allowing visitors to review 
agenda materials and supporting reports or documentation and watch live or archived 
video clips of the associated Council and General Committee meetings.  Agenda and 
minute documents will be fully key word searchable and allow for search parameters to 
be set.  The live streaming and video archives will also include closed captioning. 
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The e-agenda solution will also automate the current agenda preparation process. It 
includes an automated workflow to prepare, track, modify and monitor the progress of 
individual items from report creation through Council motion or direction. 

Benefits to residents will include: 

• Improved search function 
• Improved video streaming 
• Videos time stamped and linked directly to agenda items 
• Shareable links to documents 
• Provides RSS feed for residents to monitor and/or get notifications for items of 

interest 

Other Considerations 

Should Council wish to move forward with an electronic recorded vote system during 
Council meetings, this method will have to be included in the Procedural By-law.  Also, 
Council will be required to make a decision around whether to expand the live-
streaming to Advisory Committee meetings. 

Staff will bring forward these options at the Procedural By-law Workshop being held on 
October 6, 2016. 

Advisory Committee Review 

On August 23, 2016, the consultant held a meeting to review the requirements for the 
proposed audio visual system in Council Chambers and the Holland Room.  Several 
members from the Accessibility Advisory Committee attended and participated in the 
discussion and provided comments and suggestions.  The vendor has incorporated all 
requirements in the RFP. 

On September 7, 2016, staff presented the proposed audio visual system requirements 
to the Accessibility Advisory Committee and the following motion was adopted: 

“Moved by James Hoyes 
Seconded by Gordon Barnes 

1. That the memorandum regarding Accessible Considerations for Audio/Visual  
Equipment in Town Hall be received; and 
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2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee endorse the proposed audio/visual    
upgrades as presented, and have no concerns. 

Carried as amended” 

This project will provide the following improvements in relation to accessibility: 

• Will enhance and/or add accessible features required for full participation in both 
the Council Chambers and Holland Room 

• High definition, high contract resolution of video projection and screens 
• Wireless hearing assist/amplification of audio capabilities 
• Split screen video projection display for electronic notetaking 
• Capability for future video conferencing 
• Accessible delegation table in both rooms with ability for multi-height table top 

and chairs at delegation table 
• Greater access to ramp in council chambers with removal of wood frames around 

projection screens 
• Closed captioning of web streaming and archived videos 

Financial Implications 

The budget allocations for this project are being funded through existing approved 
capital budgets allocated for Accessibility, Audio Visual System Upgrades, Streaming 
and Meeting Management Suite Software.  Should the tender process result in a higher 
dollar value than covered through the combined capital budgets, staff will report to 
Council with the Award of Tender report on October 18, 2016. 

Communications Considerations 

Stakeholders including Council, internal staff, Committee members and residents will 
continue to be consulted as the project progresses. Communications will develop a 
robust communication plan in relation to a soft launch of the project in January and a 
hard launch for early spring to ensure the system is running smoothly. 

Link to Strategic Plan 

The implementation of a new audio visual system in the Council Chambers and Holland 
Room, in addition to a Meeting Management Suite will allow the Town to meet two 
strategic plan goals, including: investing in sustainable infrastructure by developing and 
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 Town of Aurora 
 General Committee Report No. PRCS16-044 
 

Subject: Leslie Street Underpasses Construction 

Prepared by: Jim Tree, Manager of Parks 

Department: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

Date: October 4, 2016 
 

Recommendation 

1. That Report No. PRCS16-044 be received; and 

2. That an increase in the Town of Aurora’s 50% contribution toward construction 
of two (2) underpasses in the amount of $148,336 be approved; and 

3. That the budget for Project No. 73177 Regionally Approved Underpasses be 
increased for a total of $901,960. 

Executive Summary 

The Region of York Transportation Services Department has completed a Public 
Tender for the reconstruction and widening of Leslie Street for the section of road 
between the Town of Aurora northern limit to Wellington Street East. 

There are two pedestrian underpasses approved by Council that are to be implemented 
in this construction project and the Tendered costs for these underpasses exceed the 
approved budget.  Staff are seeking Council approval for an increase in underpass 
funding.  

 Additional 50% funding in the amount of $148,336 will be required based on 
actual Region of York  Tender Prices who indicate that the increase is a 
reflection of current market value costs 

 Project does not include underpass illumination or access to the surface of 
Leslie Street.  These features may be added at the Town’s expense in the 
future if deemed necessary  

 Council can decide to not proceed with the underpasses without impacting the 
Region’s Tender provided this determination is made prior to the end of 2016 
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 A construction and operational agreement between the Town and the Region of 
York is currently under review   

Background 

The Region of York has scheduled the reconstruction of Leslie Street from the northern 
limit of the Town of Aurora to Wellington Street commencing in 2017.  As part of this 
reconstruction project, Council had approved additional funding for two (2) pedestrian 
underpasses at the November 3, 2015 General Committee meeting as follows: 

THAT Report No. PR15-034 be received; and 
 
THAT the construction of Underpasses C and D, as outlined in this report, 
and in accordance with the Town of Aurora Trails Master Plan, be approved; 
and  
   
THAT funding in the amount of $212,882 be approved; and  
 
THAT 90% of the funds required to construct the underpasses be allocated 
from the applicable Development Charge Reserve and that the remaining 
10% funding be allocated from the applicable Parks and Recreation related 
reserves; and 
 
THAT staff be directed to enter into an Agreement with The Regional 
Municipality of York to facilitate the process of construction of the Two (2) 
underpasses, the associated financial arrangements, and any matters dealing 
with the future operation and maintenance of these underpasses; and 
 
THAT the Mayor and Town Clerk be authorized to execute the necessary 
Form of Agreement including any and all documents and ancillary 
agreements required to give effect to same. 

 
The additional funding of $212,882 was required as a result of an increase in the 
construction cost estimate of the underpasses provided by the Region of York project 
consultants. 

Analysis 

Actual Project Construction Tender Results Reflect Significant Increase in 
Underpass Costs   
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The Region of York Transportation Services Department has advised that their Tender 
process for the reconstruction of Leslie Street has been completed.  The actual bid 
prices have resulted in a significant increase in the cost of the underpasses such that 
the Town of Aurora share has increased by an additional $148,336.  This brings the 
Aurora 50% share of the two underpasses to a total of $901,960 which exceeds the 
current approved budget of $753,624. 

The Region of York has not offered any additional information or explanation for this 
increase other than to indicate that the project prices are simply a reflection of the 
current market prices based on the scope of work specified in the tender documents. 

Scope of Works Does Not Include Lighting or Street Access 

The underpasses have been designed and tendered without the inclusion of illumination 
components or other security measures as the Region has taken the position that these 
additions would not be eligible for Regional funding assistance.  In addition access to 
the underpasses from the road surface will not be included in the underpass 
construction works as this is also viewed by the Region to be outside of the shared 
costs. 

In view of this situation and in the event that illumination and road access to the under 
passes is desired by the Town, these features will need to be considered at a future 
date. It is expected that the underpasses will not be opened until completion of the 
associated Trails related works estimated to be completed within the next 4 to 5 years. 
Should it be determined that illumination and road side access to the underpasses is 
required, staff will provide Council with further information and cost implications in this 
regard in future reports and Capital Budget submissions. 

Construction and Operating Agreement Currently Undergoing Review  

Pursuant to Council directive associated with PRS 2015-034, Legal Services are 
currently reviewing the draft Underpass Construction and Operating Agreement.  This 
agreement will set out the roles and responsibilities of the Region of York and the Town 
during the construction and then the operation of the underpasses. Significant terms in 
the agreement include the following: 

 The Town of Aurora will own and maintain the underpasses to the standards 
specified for municipal trails in Aurora  

 Major structural repairs or expansion will be funded equally by the Town and the 
Region of York 

General Committee Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, October 4, 2016

Item 6 
Page 3 of 7



October 4, 2016 Page 4 of 6 Report No. PRCS16-044 

 Further works or improvements associated with illumination or street access to 
be completed at the sole cost of the Town of Aurora  

 The Agreement be automatically renewed unless any one or both parties wishes 
to terminate the Agreement.  

 
The Town Must Make the Final Decision on Proceeding with the Underpass 
Construction Prior to the end of 2016 
 
The Region of York has advised that the Tender for the reconstruction of Leslie Street 
has been awarded to the contractor and work is scheduled to commence in 2017.  As 
such, the Region further advises that the Town of Aurora must commit to funding the 
50% share of the Underpass cost prior to the end of 2016. 
 
Should it be determined by Council not to proceed with the underpasses, the item can 
be removed from the road reconstruction contract without penalty provided this occurs 
prior to the end of this year. 

Advisory Committee Review 

This matter has not been circulated to the Trails and Active Transportation Committee 
(TATC) as the Committee has previously endorsed these underpasses and the Trails 
Master Plan Policy. 

Financial Implications 

Currently Capital Project No. has an approved budget amount of $753,624. 

The Region of York Tendered price for the Towns 50% share of the construction and 
contract administration is $901,960 as outlined in the Financial Table below: 

Item  Total 
Eligible for 
Cost Sharing 

Town of 
Aurora Cost 

Pedestrian Underpass at Station 10+796          

Roadside Protection   $195,447.73      

Earth Excavation for Pedestrian Tunnel   $37,530.00   $37,530.00    $18,765.00 

Precast Concrete Pedestrian Tunnel, 5000 mm x 
3000 mm   $380,721.06   $380,721.06    $190,360.53 

Waterproofing Pedestrian Tunnel   $32,340.00   $32,340.00    $16,170.00 

Granular Bedding for Pedestrian Tunnel   $8,394.10   $8,394.10    $4,197.05 
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Communications Considerations 

No communication considerations at this time. 

Link to Strategic Plan 

The construction of the underpasses supports the Strategic Plan goal of Supporting an 
Exceptional Quality of Life for all through its accomplishment in satisfying 
requirements in the following key objectives within this goal statement: 
 
Encouraging an active and healthy lifestyle by implementing and regularly updating 
the Trails Master Plan to improve connectivity. 

Post‐Tensioning Pedestrian Tunnel   $54,146.96   $54,146.96    $27,073.48 

Granular Backfill for Pedestrian Tunnel   $48,975.00   $48,975.00    $24,487.50 

Chain Link Fence for Pedestrian Tunnel   $10,395.00   $10,395.00    $5,197.50 

Geotextile for Pedestrian Tunnel   $2,601.84   $2,601.84    $1,300.92 

Pedestrian Underpass at Station 12+400        

Roadside Protection   $347,771.61      

Earth Excavation for Pedestrian Tunnel   $113,574.00   $113,574.00    $56,787.00 

Precast Concrete Pedestrian Tunnel, 5000 mm x 
3000 mm 

 $586,507.96   $586,507.96    $293,253.98 

Waterproofing Pedestrian Tunnel   $43,085.70   $43,085.70    $21,542.85 

Granular Bedding for Pedestrian Tunnel   $4,977.00   $4,977.00    $2,488.50 

Post‐Tensioning Pedestrian Tunnel   $54,146.96   $54,146.96    $27,073.48 

Granular Backfill for Pedestrian Tunnel   $99,365.00   $99,365.00    $49,682.50 

Armour Stone Retaining Walls for Pedestrian 
Tunnel 

 $52,370.55   $52,370.55    $26,185.28 

Chain Link Fence for Pedestrian Tunnel   $8,431.50   $8,431.50    $4,215.75 

Geotextile for Pedestrian Tunnel   $4,567.85   $4,567.85    $2,283.93 

York Region Watermain with Temporary By‐Pass at Station 10+800 

750 mm Drain Valve Chamber (VC4) at STA 
10+778 

 $68,512.50   $68,512.50    $34,256.25 

Total Construction Cost to 
Aurora:   $805,321.49 

Administration Cost (6%)   $48,319.29 

CA and Inspection Cost (6%)   $48,319.29 

Total  Cost to Aurora:  $901,960.07 
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Town of Aurora 
Economic Development Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Date: Thursday, September 8, 2016 
 
Time and Location: 7 p.m., Leksand Room, Aurora Town Hall 
 
Committee Members: Councillor Paul Pirri (Chair), Councillor John Abel (Vice Chair), 

Don Constable, Marilee Harris, and Javed Khan  
 
Member(s) Absent: Rosalyn Gonsalves and Bruce Walkinshaw 
 
Other Attendees: Doug Nadorozny, Chief Administrative Officer, Anthony Ierullo, 

Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning, and Samantha 
Yew, Council/Committee Secretary 

 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

1. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
 

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of 
Interest Act. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Marilee Harris 
Seconded by Don Constable 
That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 

Carried 

3. Receipt of the Minutes 
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Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, September 8, 2016 Page 2 of 4 

Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 9, 
2016 
 
Moved by Councillor Abel 
Seconded by Don Constable 
That the Economic Development Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 9, 
2016, be received for information. 

Carried 

4. Delegations 
 
 None 

5. Matters for Consideration 
 

None 

6. Informational Items 

1. Memorandum from Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning 
 Re: Economic Development Action Plan – Mid-Term Update 
 
 Staff provided an overview of the memorandum. The Chair expressed 

interest in holding a meeting in October to discuss Committee initiatives. 

Moved by Marilee Harris 
Seconded by Javed Khan 

1. That the memorandum regarding Economic Development Action Plan – 
Mid-Term Update be received for information. 

Carried 

2. Memorandum from Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning 
 Re: Bell Small Cell Pilot Project Update 
 

Staff gave an overview on the progress of the small cell technology pilot 
project, and noted that the Town is the first municipality in York Region to 
implement this technology. Staff advised that this agreement is amongst the 
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Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, September 8, 2016 Page 3 of 4 

highest in financial value offered by Bell in Ontario, and the Committee 
expressed enthusiasm for the project.  

Moved by Marilee Harris 
Seconded by Don Constable 

1. That the memorandum regarding Bell Small Cell Pilot Project Update be 
received for information.  

Carried 

3. Memorandum from Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning 
 Re: Activity Report 
  

Staff noted that this report highlights investor inquiries, business openings 
and business related events through the end of September. 

Moved by Marilee Harris 
Seconded by Javed Khan 

1. That the memorandum regarding Activity Report be received for 
information.  

Carried 

4. Extract from Council Meeting of June 28, 2016 
Re: Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of 

June 9, 2016 

Moved by Councillor Abel 
Seconded by Javed Khan 

1. That the Extract from Council Meeting of June 28, 2016, regarding the 
Economic Development Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 9, 
2016, be received for information. 

Carried 

7. New Business 
 

Javed Khan requested an update regarding the status of a hotel in Aurora. Staff 
indicated that there is interest, and explained that York Region’s forthcoming 
Development Charges By-law update could be a factor in the development of a hotel 
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Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes  
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in Aurora. The Committee discussed various aspects of the proposed Regional 
Development Charges By-law update, and potential marketing strategies. 
 
The Vice Chair expressed concern regarding correspondence that was sent from 
several Committee members to the Chair. The Chair advised that the correspondence 
would not be considered during the meeting, and could be addressed outside of the 
meeting. A copy of the correspondence was provided to the Council Secretariat. Don 
Constable requested that a meeting be called by staff to discuss the correspondence 
prior to the next Committee meeting. 
 
Don Constable suggested that the Committee be dissolved, effective immediately, due 
to lack of cooperation among some members. Staff advised that the Economic 
Development Advisory Committee is a committee of Council, and that Council 
approval is required to dissolve the Committee. 
 
Councillor Abel requested that the Committee be provided with an update regarding 
the Cultural Precinct, and that the Committee have an opportunity to provide comment. 
 
Councillor Abel noted that he recently came across articles regarding incubators, pop-
up shops, and Ontario’s Investment Ready: Certified Site program that could be of 
value to the Committee, and requested that the articles be circulated for information. 
He further requested that staff investigate whether these ideas could be used within 
the Town. 

8. Adjournment 
 

Moved by Marilee Harris 
Seconded by Javed Khan 

 
That the meeting be adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 

CARRIED 
 
 
Committee recommendations are not binding on the Town unless adopted by Council at a 
later meeting. 
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Notice of Motion Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 

Date: October 4, 2016 

To: Members of Council 

From: Mayor Dawe 

Re: Implementation of Whistle Cessation for GO Train Crossings 

Whereas Metrolinx is proceeding with the implementation of the Regional Express 
Rail program; and  

Whereas the expansion plans for service enhancement will result in all-day, 15-
minute service occurring in Aurora; and 

Whereas this increase in service is significant and will result in a drastic increase 
in noise resulting from required train whistling; and  

Whereas Transport Canada has a procedure for the cessation of train whistling that 
is available to the Town; and  

Whereas other municipalities have successfully implemented whistle cessation; and 

Whereas the Town of Aurora has previously investigated the implementation of 
whistle cessation and has previously completed studies required by the process;   

Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That staff be directed to bring back a report 
on the process required by Transport Canada for implementing whistle cessation and 
the status of any studies completed by the Town in support of whistle cessation; and  

Be it Further Resolved That staff provide an implementation plan and 
preliminary budget on proceeding with a whistle cessation program for the Town of 
Aurora.  
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