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Town of Aurora 
General Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

Tuesday, October 4, 2016 
7 p.m. 

Council Chambers 

Councillor Abel in the Chair 

1. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

2. Approval of the Agenda 

Recommended: 

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 

3. Determination of Items Requiring Separate Discussion 

4. Adoption of Items Not Requiring Separate Discussion 

5. Delegations 

6. Presentations by the Advisory Committee Chair 

7. Consideration of Items Requiring Separate Discussion 



General Committee Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, October 4, 2016 Page 2 of 7 

8. Notices of Motion 

(a) Mayor Dawe 
 Re: Implementation of Whistle Cessation for GO Train Crossings 

9. New Business/General Information 

10. Closed Session 

11. Adjournment 
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Agenda Items 

1. CS16-004 – Audio Visual Upgrades and Meeting Management Suite 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. CS16-004 be received for information. 

2. FS16-030 – 2017 Fees and Charges Update 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. FS16-030 be received; and 

2. That the 2017 Fees and Charges for applications, permits, use of Town 
property, the sale of Town publications and for the prescribed service charges 
for administrative matters as itemized on the attached schedules be approved: 

i. Schedule A – General Fees and Charges 
ii. Schedule B – Planning and Building Services 
iii. Schedule C – Corporate Services 
iv. Schedule D – Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 
v. Schedule E – Infrastructure and Environmental Services 
vi. Schedule F – Financial Services; and 

3. That the necessary bylaw be enacted at November 8, 2016 Council meeting in 
accordance with the Town’s Notice Provision Policy. 

3. IES16-075 – Metrolinx Temporary Parking Accommodations – Responses 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. IES16-075 be received for information. 

4. IES16-076 – Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area Regional Transportation 
Plan Review 

Recommended: 
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1. That Report No. IES16-076 be received for information. 

5. IES16-077 – Award of Tender IES 2016-87 – Greenhouse Floor System 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. IES16-077 be received; and 

2. That Tender IES 2016-87 – The construction of one (1) slab-on-grade floor 
system for the Aurora Joint Operations Centre Greenhouses be awarded to 
Lombardi Construction Inc. in the amount of $157,695.00, excluding taxes; 
and 

3. That the Mayor and Town Clerk be authorized to execute the necessary 
Agreement, including any and all document and ancillary agreements required 
to give effect to same. 

6. PRCS16-044 – Leslie Street Underpasses Construction 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PRCS16-044 be received; and 

2. That an increase in the Town of Aurora’s 50 per cent contribution toward 
construction of two (2) underpasses in the amount of $148,336 be approved; 
and 

3. That the budget for Project No. 73177 – Regionally Approved Underpasses be 
increased for a total of $901,960. 

7. PBS16-069 – Application for Exemption from Part Lot Control 
Paradise Homes Leslie Inc. 
Lots 195 to 202 and 212 and Block 215 
being 65R-36506, 65R-36524, 65R-36551 and 65R-36552 
File Number: PLC-2016-09 

Recommended: 

1. That Report No. PBS16-069 be received; and 
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4. That Industry Canada be advised of Council’s resolution on the subject
application.

12. Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of September
8, 2016

Recommended:

1. That the Economic Development Advisory Committee meeting minutes of
September 8, 2016, be received for information.
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 Town of Aurora 
 General Committee Report No. PRCS16-044 
 


Subject: Leslie Street Underpasses Construction 


Prepared by: Jim Tree, Manager of Parks 


Department: Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 


Date: October 4, 2016 
 


Recommendation 


1. That Report No. PRCS16-044 be received; and 


2. That an increase in the Town of Aurora’s 50% contribution toward construction 
of two (2) underpasses in the amount of $148,336 be approved; and 


3. That the budget for Project No. 73177 Regionally Approved Underpasses be 
increased for a total of $901,960. 


Executive Summary 


The Region of York Transportation Services Department has completed a Public 
Tender for the reconstruction and widening of Leslie Street for the section of road 
between the Town of Aurora northern limit to Wellington Street East. 


There are two pedestrian underpasses approved by Council that are to be implemented 
in this construction project and the Tendered costs for these underpasses exceed the 
approved budget.  Staff are seeking Council approval for an increase in underpass 
funding.  


 Additional 50% funding in the amount of $148,336 will be required based on 
actual Region of York  Tender Prices who indicate that the increase is a 
reflection of current market value costs 


 Project does not include underpass illumination or access to the surface of 
Leslie Street.  These features may be added at the Town’s expense in the 
future if deemed necessary  


 Council can decide to not proceed with the underpasses without impacting the 
Region’s Tender provided this determination is made prior to the end of 2016 
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 A construction and operational agreement between the Town and the Region of 
York is currently under review   


Background 


The Region of York has scheduled the reconstruction of Leslie Street from the northern 
limit of the Town of Aurora to Wellington Street commencing in 2017.  As part of this 
reconstruction project, Council had approved additional funding for two (2) pedestrian 
underpasses at the November 3, 2015 General Committee meeting as follows: 


THAT Report No. PR15-034 be received; and 
 
THAT the construction of Underpasses C and D, as outlined in this report, 
and in accordance with the Town of Aurora Trails Master Plan, be approved; 
and  
   
THAT funding in the amount of $212,882 be approved; and  
 
THAT 90% of the funds required to construct the underpasses be allocated 
from the applicable Development Charge Reserve and that the remaining 
10% funding be allocated from the applicable Parks and Recreation related 
reserves; and 
 
THAT staff be directed to enter into an Agreement with The Regional 
Municipality of York to facilitate the process of construction of the Two (2) 
underpasses, the associated financial arrangements, and any matters dealing 
with the future operation and maintenance of these underpasses; and 
 
THAT the Mayor and Town Clerk be authorized to execute the necessary 
Form of Agreement including any and all documents and ancillary 
agreements required to give effect to same. 


 
The additional funding of $212,882 was required as a result of an increase in the 
construction cost estimate of the underpasses provided by the Region of York project 
consultants. 


Analysis 


Actual Project Construction Tender Results Reflect Significant Increase in 
Underpass Costs   
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The Region of York Transportation Services Department has advised that their Tender 
process for the reconstruction of Leslie Street has been completed.  The actual bid 
prices have resulted in a significant increase in the cost of the underpasses such that 
the Town of Aurora share has increased by an additional $148,336.  This brings the 
Aurora 50% share of the two underpasses to a total of $901,960 which exceeds the 
current approved budget of $753,624. 


The Region of York has not offered any additional information or explanation for this 
increase other than to indicate that the project prices are simply a reflection of the 
current market prices based on the scope of work specified in the tender documents. 


Scope of Works Does Not Include Lighting or Street Access 


The underpasses have been designed and tendered without the inclusion of illumination 
components or other security measures as the Region has taken the position that these 
additions would not be eligible for Regional funding assistance.  In addition access to 
the underpasses from the road surface will not be included in the underpass 
construction works as this is also viewed by the Region to be outside of the shared 
costs. 


In view of this situation and in the event that illumination and road access to the under 
passes is desired by the Town, these features will need to be considered at a future 
date. It is expected that the underpasses will not be opened until completion of the 
associated Trails related works estimated to be completed within the next 4 to 5 years. 
Should it be determined that illumination and road side access to the underpasses is 
required, staff will provide Council with further information and cost implications in this 
regard in future reports and Capital Budget submissions. 


Construction and Operating Agreement Currently Undergoing Review  


Pursuant to Council directive associated with PRS 2015-034, Legal Services are 
currently reviewing the draft Underpass Construction and Operating Agreement.  This 
agreement will set out the roles and responsibilities of the Region of York and the Town 
during the construction and then the operation of the underpasses. Significant terms in 
the agreement include the following: 


 The Town of Aurora will own and maintain the underpasses to the standards 
specified for municipal trails in Aurora  


 Major structural repairs or expansion will be funded equally by the Town and the 
Region of York 
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 Further works or improvements associated with illumination or street access to 
be completed at the sole cost of the Town of Aurora  


 The Agreement be automatically renewed unless any one or both parties wishes 
to terminate the Agreement.  


 
The Town Must Make the Final Decision on Proceeding with the Underpass 
Construction Prior to the end of 2016 
 
The Region of York has advised that the Tender for the reconstruction of Leslie Street 
has been awarded to the contractor and work is scheduled to commence in 2017.  As 
such, the Region further advises that the Town of Aurora must commit to funding the 
50% share of the Underpass cost prior to the end of 2016. 
 
Should it be determined by Council not to proceed with the underpasses, the item can 
be removed from the road reconstruction contract without penalty provided this occurs 
prior to the end of this year. 


Advisory Committee Review 


This matter has not been circulated to the Trails and Active Transportation Committee 
(TATC) as the Committee has previously endorsed these underpasses and the Trails 
Master Plan Policy. 


Financial Implications 


Currently Capital Project No. has an approved budget amount of $753,624. 


The Region of York Tendered price for the Towns 50% share of the construction and 
contract administration is $901,960 as outlined in the Financial Table below: 


Item  Total 
Eligible for 
Cost Sharing 


Town of 
Aurora Cost 


Pedestrian Underpass at Station 10+796          


Roadside Protection   $195,447.73      


Earth Excavation for Pedestrian Tunnel   $37,530.00   $37,530.00    $18,765.00 


Precast Concrete Pedestrian Tunnel, 5000 mm x 
3000 mm   $380,721.06   $380,721.06    $190,360.53 


Waterproofing Pedestrian Tunnel   $32,340.00   $32,340.00    $16,170.00 


Granular Bedding for Pedestrian Tunnel   $8,394.10   $8,394.10    $4,197.05 
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Communications Considerations 


No communication considerations at this time. 


Link to Strategic Plan 


The construction of the underpasses supports the Strategic Plan goal of Supporting an 
Exceptional Quality of Life for all through its accomplishment in satisfying 
requirements in the following key objectives within this goal statement: 
 
Encouraging an active and healthy lifestyle by implementing and regularly updating 
the Trails Master Plan to improve connectivity. 


Post‐Tensioning Pedestrian Tunnel   $54,146.96   $54,146.96    $27,073.48 


Granular Backfill for Pedestrian Tunnel   $48,975.00   $48,975.00    $24,487.50 


Chain Link Fence for Pedestrian Tunnel   $10,395.00   $10,395.00    $5,197.50 


Geotextile for Pedestrian Tunnel   $2,601.84   $2,601.84    $1,300.92 


Pedestrian Underpass at Station 12+400        


Roadside Protection   $347,771.61      


Earth Excavation for Pedestrian Tunnel   $113,574.00   $113,574.00    $56,787.00 


Precast Concrete Pedestrian Tunnel, 5000 mm x 
3000 mm 


 $586,507.96   $586,507.96    $293,253.98 


Waterproofing Pedestrian Tunnel   $43,085.70   $43,085.70    $21,542.85 


Granular Bedding for Pedestrian Tunnel   $4,977.00   $4,977.00    $2,488.50 


Post‐Tensioning Pedestrian Tunnel   $54,146.96   $54,146.96    $27,073.48 


Granular Backfill for Pedestrian Tunnel   $99,365.00   $99,365.00    $49,682.50 


Armour Stone Retaining Walls for Pedestrian 
Tunnel 


 $52,370.55   $52,370.55    $26,185.28 


Chain Link Fence for Pedestrian Tunnel   $8,431.50   $8,431.50    $4,215.75 


Geotextile for Pedestrian Tunnel   $4,567.85   $4,567.85    $2,283.93 


York Region Watermain with Temporary By‐Pass at Station 10+800 


750 mm Drain Valve Chamber (VC4) at STA 
10+778 


 $68,512.50   $68,512.50    $34,256.25 


Total Construction Cost to 
Aurora:   $805,321.49 


Administration Cost (6%)   $48,319.29 


CA and Inspection Cost (6%)   $48,319.29 


Total  Cost to Aurora:  $901,960.07 
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Notice of Motion Mayor Geoffrey Dawe 


Date: October 4, 2016 


To: Members of Council 


From: Mayor Dawe 


Re: Implementation of Whistle Cessation for GO Train Crossings 


Whereas Metrolinx is proceeding with the implementation of the Regional Express 
Rail program; and  


Whereas the expansion plans for service enhancement will result in all-day, 15-
minute service occurring in Aurora; and 


Whereas this increase in service is significant and will result in a drastic increase 
in noise resulting from required train whistling; and  


Whereas Transport Canada has a procedure for the cessation of train whistling that 
is available to the Town; and  


Whereas other municipalities have successfully implemented whistle cessation; and 


Whereas the Town of Aurora has previously investigated the implementation of 
whistle cessation and has previously completed studies required by the process;   


Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That staff be directed to bring back a report 
on the process required by Transport Canada for implementing whistle cessation and 
the status of any studies completed by the Town in support of whistle cessation; and  


Be it Further Resolved That staff provide an implementation plan and 
preliminary budget on proceeding with a whistle cessation program for the Town of 
Aurora.  
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