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Town of Aurora 
Environmental Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda 
Date: Thursday, November 24, 2016 

Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall 

1. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof

2. Approval of the Agenda

Recommended:

That the agenda as circulated by Legal and Legislative Services be approved.

3. Receipt of the Minutes

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2016

Recommended:

That the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 2, 2016, be
received for information.

4. Delegations

(a) Fausto Filipetto, Senior Policy Planner, Town of Aurora
Re:  Library Square and Town Park

(b) Brent Kopperson, Windfall Ecology Centre
Re: Introduction to the ClimateWise Business Network
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(c) Barry Bridgeford, Resident 
Re: Invasive Plant Species, Invasive Species Act, Funding for Control 

5.  Matters for Consideration 

6.  Informational Items 

1. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives  
  Re:  Environmental Programs New Priority Actions 

 
Recommended: 
 
1. That the memorandum regarding Environmental Programs New Priority 

Actions be received for information. 

2. Extract from Council Meeting of June 28, 2016  
  Re:  Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of  

June 2, 2016 
 

Recommended 
 

1. That the Extract from Council Meeting of June 28, 2016, regarding the 
Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 2, 2016, be 
received for information. 

7.  New Business 

8.  Adjournment 
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MEMORANDUM


DATE:  November 24, 2016 
 
TO: Environmental Advisory Committee 
 
FROM: Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives 
 
RE: Environmental Programs New Priority Actions 
   


 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That the memorandum regarding Environmental Programs Update  be received for 
information. 
 
This memo aims to outline the new priority actions for the environmental programs 
branch and to clarify the objectives that staff are aiming to achieve. 
In May 2016 the program manager of environmental initiatives moved from the Planning 
department to the Infrastructure and Environmental Services Department. With this move 
came a new manager and director with a new vision for the environmental initiatives branch. 
The key areas of focus for the coming year are as follows:            
 


 begin implementation of the Corporate Energy Management Plan 


 develop a standardized council report on corporate energy use and greenhouse gas 
reduction measures 


 research and purchase energy management software 


 begin implementing the municipal actions for Ontario’s Climate Change Action Plan. 
 


Corporate Energy Management Plan Implementation 


Aurora is interested in reducing the energy use intensity of its buildings, quantifying the 


greenhouse gases produced and improving the operation of the building mechanical 


systems. To further these goals, six of Aurora’s largest energy users have had a site 


visit and had their energy records reviewed by a consulting firm specializing in energy 


usage. There have been various suggested energy conservation measures at the 


following facilities: Town Hall, Senior’s Center, Cultural Center, Library, Aurora 


Community Center and the SARC.  


In addition to the  suggested energy conservation measures, the town has included the 


following energy reduction initiatives in the Canada 150 Grant. All 150 Grant projects 


must be completed by March 31, 2018 in order to receive the funding. The Aurora 


Community Center includes these initiatives within the grant proposal: Ice Plant 


100 John West Way 
Box 1000 
Aurora, Ontario 
L4G 6J1 
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4382 
Email: cnagy-oh@aurora.ca 
www.aurora.ca 


Town of Aurora 


Infrastructure & Environmental  


Services 
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November 24, 2016 -2- Environmental programs update 
 


Condensers Replacement; replacement of four boilers (domestic hot water, resurfacer 


room and heating); LED facility lighting retrofit in the arena.  Stronach Aurora 


Recreation Complex includes these energy conservation measures within the grant 


proposal: exterior lighting retrofit; lighting retrofit for pool and arenas; replacement of 


two hot water boilers.  In addition, Stantec has been hired to undertake a complete 


building condition assessment and energy Audit of the town owned facilities.  


 


Acquire Energy Management Software 


Staff need to determine how the energy management software will be used and what 


features need to be included. Staff plan to survey GTA municipalities to find software 


which meets our needs at a reasonable cost. Estimated cost to purchase the software 


will be added to the 2018 budget. Staff will prepare an RFP or RFQ to meet the 


requirements of the purchasing by-law.  


 


Report to Council on Corporate Energy Use  


Since July 2013, Municipalities have been required to report on their facility energy 


consumption from two years prior through the Green Energy Act, 2009 and Ontario 


Regulation 397/11. Staff have gathered and inputted all electricity and natural gas 


usage for all town facilities since 2011 to date in 2016.   


This report is scheduled for council in early 2017 and will include:  


 facility energy usage from 2011 – 2016.  


 fleet fuel usage in Litres from 2011 - 2016 


 energy conservation to date by the installation of LED streetlights within town 


 greenhouse gases created by category, fleet fuel, electricity & natural gas.  


Energy update on 3 Solar PV arrays and update on newest solar PV project: 


 Two Town owned 10 kW solar PV arrays 


 550 kW Solar roof lease at the SARC producing energy as of August 2016 


 a 50 kW solar PV array to be installed on the new operations center where the 


energy generated  will  be used to partially power the building and offset 


electricity costs  
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November 24, 2016 -3- Environmental programs update 
 


Aurora’s Deliverables within Ontario’s Climate Change Action Plan  


The province of Ontario released a brand new action plan to address climate change. 


There are many actions that the province and municipal governments must take over 


the next five years to fight climate change over the long term.   


The Transportation action area encourages municipalities to: 


 replace older vehicles in the fleet with more fuel efficient models  


 purchase electric vehicles for our fleet 


 install EV charging stations at our public facilities,  


 improve walking / cycling network including safer routes and cycling signals 


 increase bike parking at town owned public facilities  


 reduce single-passenger vehicle trips by provide opportunities for telecommuting, 


carpooling and flex-work schedules by staff 


The Land-Use Planning action area intends to make the following changes to the 


Municipal Act:  


 require electric vehicle charging in surface lots  


 require municipalities to set green development standards 


 require municipal zoning bylaws to eliminate minimum parking requirements over 


the next 5 years  


 makes climate change mitigation and adaptation mandatory in municipal official 


plans.  


The Government action area: 


 encourages reducing emissions and energy costs by implementing energy 


conservation measures 


 encourages municipalities to create greenhouse gas reduction targets. 


The Province has created a fund to help municipalities develop a Climate Action Plan of 


their own. Aurora plans to apply to this fund before the end of 2017.  


The Corporate Environmental Action Plan will continue to be implemented and in 2017 


will be updated to incorporate the actions from Ontario’s Climate Change Action Plan 


amongst other actions. 


 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
None    
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7. ADOPTION OF ITEMS NOT REQUIRING SEPARATE DISCUSSION 
 


Items 1 (with the exception of sub-items 3, 10, and 17), and 2 were identified as items not 
requiring separate discussion. 


 


Moved by Councillor Thompson 
Seconded by Councillor Gaertner 


 


THAT the following recommendations with respect to the matters listed as “Items Not 
Requiring Separate Discussion” be adopted as submitted to Council and staff be 
authorized to take all necessary action required to give effect to same: 


 


1. General Committee Meeting Report of June 21, 2016 
 


THAT the General Committee meeting report of June 21, 2016, be received and the 
following recommendations carried by the Committee be approved: 
 


(15) Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 2, 2016   
 


 THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 2, 
2016, be received; and 


2. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives 
Re: Community Earth Week Fair 2016 and 2017 


THAT a Community Earth Week Fair 2017 be endorsed; and 


THAT Council provide input to the objectives of a Community Earth Week 
Fair 2017; and 


THAT a multi-department team of Town staff be made available to 
participate in a Working Group in support of a Community Earth Week 
Fair 2017. 


CARRIED 


EXTRACT FROM 
COUNCIL MEETING OF 


TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2016 
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TOWN OF AURORA 


ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 


 
Date: Thursday, June 2, 2016 
 
Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall 
 
Committee Members: Irene Clement, Larry Fedec, Melville James, Nancee Webb, 


Kristina Zeromskiene 
 
Member(s) Absent: Councillor Mrakas (Chair), Councillor Paul Pirri (Vice Chair), 


Danielle Howell, Sara Varty 
 
Other Attendees: Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental 


Initiatives, Justin Leung, Committee of Adjustment Secretary-
Treasurer, Linda Bottos, Council/Committee Secretary 


 


 
The Council/Committee Secretary called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. 
 


 


Moved by Nancee Webb 
Seconded by Kristina Zeromskiene 
 
THAT Irene Clement be appointed as Chair for the meeting. 


CARRIED 


1. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 


There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of 
Interest Act. 


2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 


Moved by Nancee Webb 
Seconded by Melville James 


 
THAT the agenda as circulated by Legal and Legislative Services be approved. 


CARRIED 
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3. RECEIPT OF THE MINUTES 


Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2016 
 


Moved by Larry Fedec 
Seconded by Kristina Zeromskiene 


 
THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of April 7, 2016, be 
received for information. 


CARRIED 


4. DELEGATIONS 


(a) Barry Bridgeford, Resident  
 Re: Need for Invasive Plant Species Management Policy and Control  


 Program 
 
The Committee consented on a two-thirds vote that the requirements of section 3.8(c) of the 
Procedural By-law be waived to permit the delegation additional time as required. 


 
Mr. Bridgeford expressed his concerns regarding the impact of invasive plant 
species in a number of the Town’s wooded, forested, and natural areas, and 
requested that a “Forest Advisory Team” be organized and operational no later 
than January 2017 to provide input on environmental, forestry, and trail issues. 
 
Moved by Nancee Webb 
Seconded by Melville James 
 
THAT the delegation by Barry Bridgeford be received for information. 


CARRIED 


5. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 


1. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives 
 Re:  Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) Update 


 
Staff invited the Committee to consider items that could be added to the CEAP 
and submit their suggestions by email to the Program Manager by mid-July for 
review at the September meeting. 
 
Moved by Melville James 
Seconded by Kristina Zeromskiene 
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THAT the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) 
Update be received; and 
 


THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee provide comment to be considered 
by staff in the preparation of the CEAP update. 


CARRIED 
 
 


2. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives 
Re:  Community Earth Week Fair 2016 and 2017  


 


The Committee noted that the recent Community Earth Week Fair 2016 was a 
success with more than 600 visitors.  The Committee discussed various aspects 
and potential for a Community Earth Week Fair in 2017. 
 


Moved by Nancee Webb 
Seconded by Kristina Zeromskiene 
 


THAT the memorandum regarding Community Earth Week Fair 2016 and 2017  
 be received; and 
 


THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee recommend to Council: 
 


THAT a Community Earth Week Fair 2017 be endorsed; and 
 


THAT Council provide input to the objectives of a Community Earth 
Week Fair 2017; and 
 


THAT a multi-department team of Town staff be made available to 
participate in a Working Group in support of a Community Earth Week 
Fair 2017. 


CARRIED AS AMENDED 


6. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 


3. Extract from Council Meeting of May 10, 2016 
 Re:  Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of April 7, 2016 


 


Moved by Nancee Webb 
Seconded by Larry Fedec 
 


THAT the Extract from Council Meeting of May 10, 2016, regarding the 
Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of April 7, 2016, be received 
for information. 


CARRIED 
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7. NEW BUSINESS 


The Committee suggested considering ways in which residents could be encouraged 
to stop using plastic water bottles.  Staff noted that this issue has been included on 
the CEAP update list. 
 
The Committee commented on the need for a central communication network to 
facilitate the dissemination of environmental information in the Town. 
 
The Committee advised that two new acts had recently been passed in Ontario: Bill 
172, Climate Change Mitigation and Low-carbon Economy Act, 2016; and Bill 151, 
Waste-Free Ontario Act, 2016. 
 
The Committee noted that used textiles may be donated at a fundraising event for 
Free the Children on Saturday, June 25, 2016, to be held in the parking lot at Town 
Hall.  It was further noted that Value Village in Newmarket also accepts used textiles 
and clothing. 
 
The Committee suggested that residents should be encouraged to recycle plastic 
plant pots by including relevant information in Aurora’s Waste Management Guide 
and Recycling Calendar for 2017. 
 
The Committee suggested that recyclables should be separated from garbage during 
Aurora’s next Annual Clean-up Day by offering participants two different bags. 
 
Staff advised that a Regional Environmental Advisory Committee meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, June 21, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m., at the Trisan Centre in Schomberg. 
 
Staff advised that they would be using digital agendas only in future.  Committee 
members were invited to advise staff if they no longer wish to receive paper copies. 


8. ADJOURNMENT 


Moved by Nancee Webb 
Seconded by Melville James 


 
THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 


CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE NOT BINDING ON THE TOWN UNLESS 
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL AT A LATER MEETING. 
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