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Advisory Committee Meeting 
Library Square & Town Park 


Marco Ramunno, Director  
Planning & Building Services 
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Background (Aurora Promenade) 


 In 2009 the Town initiated a secondary planning process 
for the Downtown/Yonge Wellington Street Corridor 
 


 This resulted in the creation of a Concept Plan - Urban 
Design Strategy for the area now known as “The Aurora 
Promenade” 
 


 Implementing policies were included in the Town’s new 
Official Plan 
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Background (Cultural Precinct) 
 


 Key Strategy is to reinforce and enhance a Cultural 
Precinct within the three block area of Library Square to 
the Town Park 
 
 







Background  
(Cultural Precinct/Repurposing Study) 


 Two studies were undertaken in 2015/2016: 
 
 Concept Plan for the Cultural Precinct 
 Repurposing Study 


 


 Council directed Staff to consult on the results of the two 
studies in the Spring of 2016 
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Background (Public Consultation) 


 A public consultation strategy was endorsed by Council 
in June 2016 which included: 


   
 Public Outreach (Survey/Questionnaire) 
 On-line Survey 
 Social Media Strategy 
 Public Meetings 
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Background (Public Consultation) 


 The Public Consultation focussed on Library Square and 
Town Park 
 


 Staff conducted surveys during: 
  


 Concerts in the Park 
 Farmer’s Markets (Incl. Doors Open) 
 At the Aurora Public Library 
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Background (Library Square Concept) 
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Background (Town Park Concept) 
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What We Heard (Town Park) 


 Don’t change Town Park (Approximately 33%) 
 


 In favour of Proposed Concept Plan 
(Approximately 26%) 
 


 Other (Approximately 41%) 
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What Else We Heard (Town Park) 


 Like the Concept Plan but keep the Baseball 
Diamond 


 Like/love the splash pad/skating rink 
 Baseball Diamond is underutilized 
 Need more seating and benches 
 No need to change the bandshell 
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What To Do with the Armoury? 
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What To Do with the Armoury? 


 Art Gallery/Studio (13 Respondents) 
 Farmer’s Market/Artisan Fair (39 Respondents) 
 Community Club House (14 Respondents) 
 Restaurant, Café, Brewery, Winery (19 Respondents) 
 All of above (4 Respondents) 


 


 Other popular responses:  Snack Bar, Community Space, 
Vendor, Concert Venue 
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What We Heard (Library Square) 


 Like the Proposed Concept Plan (Approximately 
43%) 
 


 Don’t Change Library Square (Approximately 
14%) 
 


 Other (Approximately 43%) 
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What Else We Heard  
(Library Square) 


 Like Concept Plan but concerned about height & 
density 


 Parking Concerns 
 Need more parking in the downtown 
 Need more restaurants in the downtown 
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What To Do with the Former 
Library? 
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What To Do with the Former 
Library? 


 Art Studio (7 Respondents) 
 Meeting Hall (1 Respondent) 
 Offices (2 Respondents) 
 Community Club House (5 Respondents) 
 Community Class Room (7 Respondents) 
 Dance Studio (3 Respondents) 
  All of above (1 Respondent) 
 Other: Community Use, Retail, Parking, Museum  
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What To Do with the Former 
Seniors Centre? 
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What To Do with the Former 
Seniors Centre? 


 Sports Hall of Fame (3 Respondents) 
 Meeting Hall (2 Respondents) 
 Offices (1 Respondent) 
 Community Club House (5 Respondents) 
 Community Class Room (2 Respondents) 
 Art Studio (6 Respondents) 
 Performing Art Studio (6 Respondents) 
 All of Above (1 Respondent) 
 Other:  Community Use, Retail, Parking 
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Next Steps 


 October 21: Meeting with Library Board 
 


 October 24: Aurora Chamber of Commerce 
 


 October/November:  Aurora Advisory Committees 
 


 November:  Council Workshop 
 


 November/December:  Council Action 
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Thank you! 


 Questions/Comments/Discussion 
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