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PUBLIC RELEASE
August 27, 2015

TOWN OF AURORA
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING AGENDA
DATE: Thursday, September 3, 2015

TIME AND LOCATION: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall

1. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

RECOMMENDED:

THAT the agenda as circulated by Legal and Legislative Services be approved.

3. RECEIPT OF THE MINUTES

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 10, 2015 pg. 1

RECOMMENDED:

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 10, 2015,
be received for information.

4. DELEGATIONS

5. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

6. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

1. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives pg. 7
Re: Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) Update
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RECOMMENDED:

THAT the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan
(CEAP) Update be received for information.

2. Extract from Council Meeting of August 11, 2015 pg. 61
Re: Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of

June 10, 2015

RECOMMENDED:

THAT the Extract from Council Meeting of August 11, 2015, regarding the
Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 10, 2015, be
received for information.

7. NEW BUSINESS

8. ADJOURNMENT



TOWN OF AURORA
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES
Date: Wednesday, June 10, 2015

Time and Location: 7 p.m., Leksand Room, Aurora Town Hall

Committee Members: Councillor Mrakas (Chair), Irene Clement, Larry Fedec,
Danielle Howell, Melville James, Sara Varty, Nancee Webb,
and Kristina Zeromskiene

Member(s) Absent: Councillor Pirri (Vice Chair)

Other Attendees: Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental
Initiatives, and Gloria Hardychuk, Council/Committee Secretary

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

1. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of
Interest Act.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Moved by Irene Clement
Seconded by Danielle Howell

THAT the agenda as circulated by Legal and Legislative Services, with the
following additions, be approved:

• Delegation (b) KlausWehrenberg, Resident Re: Item 1 – Extract from
Council Meeting of April 28, 2015, Re: New Business Motion No. 1 re
Community Gardens
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• Additional Information to Item 1 – Extract from Council Meeting of April 28,
2015; Re: New Business Motion No. 1 re Community Gardens

• Item 4 – Correspondence from Tom Chervinsky, Canadians for Clean
Prosperity Re: Garbage to Gold Campaign to Bring Individual Producer
Responsibility to Ontario

CARRIED

3. RECEIPT OF THE MINUTES

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of April 2, 2015

Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Larry Fedec

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of April 2, 2015, be
received for information.

CARRIED

4. DELEGATIONS

(a) Peter Piersol, Resident
Re: Swimming Pool Discharge Environmental Issues

Mr. Piersol provided a presentation regarding Swimming Pool Discharge
Environmental Issues. The impact and concerns regarding unregulated
discharge of private swimming pools and hot tubs into Aurora’s streams and
creeks was explained. It was requested that consideration be given to
addressing the matter within the Town’s By-laws or consider a public
education component to increase awareness. Literature outlining water
discharge best management practices including recommended guidelines,
disposal options and restrictions, collected from several municipalities and
organizations, was provided for information purposes.

Staff briefly reviewed the ongoing research and monitoring being undertaken
by The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority and highlighted several
excerpts from the Town’s Stormwater Management Master Plan that address
the matter.
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Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Melville James

THAT the comments of the delegate and information provided, be received for
information.

CARRIED

(b) Klaus Wehrenberg, Resident
Re: Item 1 – Extract from Council Meeting of April 28, 2015

Re: New Business Motion No. 1 re Community Gardens
(Added Item)

Klaus Wehrenberg provided a brief history of the neighbourhood community
gardens initiative and reviewed the benefits and overall concept. The
Committee requested clarification on the neighbourhood’s knowledge of the
project and the public consultation process.

Moved by Sara Varty
Seconded by Danielle Howell

THAT the comments of the delegate be received for information.
CARRIED

5. MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Extract from Council Meeting of April 28, 2015
Re: New Business Motion No. 1 re Community Gardens

The Committee was informed that Council has directed staff to report back
through the Environmental Advisory Committee and Parks and Recreation
Advisory Committee on the opportunity to develop community gardens on
public land, and the proposed site for a pilot neighbourhood community
garden was identified. A location map of the proposed community gardens
along with a sample resident survey were reviewed.

Klaus Wehrenberg and Catherine Cook reiterated the significance and
benefits of community engagement and involvement. The Committee
requested that clarification be provided regarding the Town’s role,
responsibilities and involvement on an on-going basis and requested
information regarding the financial implications associated with these
neighbourhood community gardens.
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Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Sara Varty

THAT the Extract from Council Meeting of April 28, 2015 regarding New
Business Motion No. 1 re Community Gardens be received for information.

CARRIED

6. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

2. Memorandum from Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives
Re: Town of Aurora’s Corporate Energy Management Plan

Moved by Danielle Howell
Seconded by Kristina Zeromskiene

THAT the memorandum regarding Town of Aurora’s Corporate Energy
Management Plan be received for information.

CARRIED

3. Extract from Council Meeting of April 28, 2015
Re: Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of April 21, 2015

Moved by Kristina Zeromskiene
Seconded by Nancee Webb

THAT the Extract from Council Meeting of April 28, 2015, regarding the
Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of April 21, 2015, be
received for information.

CARRIED

4. Correspondence from Tom Chervinsky, Canadians for Clean Prosperity
Re: Garbage to Gold Campaign to Bring Individual Producer

Responsibility to Ontario
(Added Item)

The Committee requested that consideration of this matter be referred to a future
meeting pending an update from the York Region.
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Moved by Kristina Zeromskiene
Seconded by Nancee Webb

THAT the correspondence from Tom Chervinsky regarding Canadians for Clean
Prosperity Re: Garbage to Gold Campaign to Bring Individual Producer
Responsibility to Ontario be referred to a future Environmental Advisory
Committee meeting.

CARRIED

7. NEW BUSINESS

The Committee discussed the importance of developing a public education
component for distribution to all owners of swimming pools and hot tubs outlining the
environmental impact and implications associated with the discharging of water from
private swimming pools and hot tubs into sewers, rivers and creeks. The Committee
also discussed the importance of implementing a by-law to address the discharging of
wastewater from swimming pools and hot tubs into Aurora’s waterways and storm
sewer system. It was noted that comprehensive guidelines are needed to address
water discharge best management practices.

Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Melville James

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee recommends to Council:

THAT a public education component and strategy be developed
instructing residents on the proper discharge of wastewater from private
swimming pools and hot tubs, and that options be provided for
distribution of this information to all owners as soon as possible; and

THAT staff investigate revising the current Sewer Use By-law to deal with
the correct handling and discharge of swimming pool and hot tub
wastewater.

CARRIED

The Committee identified the importance of beginning the public education process
as soon as possible prior to the commencement of pool closings in the Fall.

The Committee discussed the issue of community gardens and suggested that the
feasibility and costing estimates be investigated regarding the establishment of the
McMahon Park Neighbourhood garden. It was also suggested that the public
consultation process for this proposal begin to determine if there is acceptance by
the local community.
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Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Larry Fedec

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee recommends:

THAT feasibility and costing estimates for the establishment of a second
community garden located at McMahon Park be investigated; and

THAT the public consultation process begin with the local community to
determine the acceptance of a Community Garden.

CARRIED

The Committee inquired about the likelihood of banning the sale of plastic water
bottles Town-wide. Reference was made to the ban imposed by the City of San
Francisco. The Committee will research the matter further and revisit the issue at
a future meeting.

The use of drought-resistant landscape applications for boulevards within the
Town was identified as a future topic for investigation and discussion.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Nancee Webb
Seconded by Danielle Howell

THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:18 p.m.
CARRIED

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS ARE NOT BINDING ON THE TOWN UNLESS
ADOPTED BY COUNCIL AT A LATER MEETING.
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MEMORANDUM
DATE: September 3, 2015

TO: Environmental Advisory Committee

FROM: Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives

RE: Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP) Update

RECOMMENDATIONS

THAT the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan Update
(CEAP) be received for information.

BACKGROUND

The CEAP is a five-year plan that was developed in order for the Corporation of the Town of
Aurora to meet its environmental goals. The Plan focuses on what the Town can do to
protect and enhance the natural environment. The Plan also supports the implementation of
the Town’s Strategic Plan, Official Plan, master plans, and other ongoing environmental
activities. The CEAP planning process, consultation, and outcome provided the Town with
an opportunity to capitalize on past experiences and implement change that allowed Aurora
to deliver progressive environmental policies and ensure that all departments were working
together to achieve common environmental objectives.

The purpose of the Town of Aurora’s Corporate Environmental Action Plan is to:

Protect and enhance the natural environment;
be a catalyst for local initiatives that promote environmental sustainability,
integrity and conservation of our resources and ecosystem; and,
to enhance environmental stewardship within the community.

In August 2010, Council approved the Corporate Environmental Action Plan. Section 3.3 of
the implementation section requires that Aurora, review and update this plan every five
years. In response, staff have prepared the attached memorandum.

Linkages to Other Plans

In addition to the Town’s Corporate Environmental Action Plan, Council has also
approved a number of Action Plans and Master Plans that provide strategic direction.
Examples include the Corporate Energy Master Plan, Town Official Plan and the Town’s
Strategic Plan.

100 JohnWest Way
Box 1000
Aurora, Ontario
L4G 6J1
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4382
Email: cnagy-oh@aurora.ca
www.aurora.ca

Town of Aurora
Planning & Development Services
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September 3, 2015 -2- CEAP Update

Project Terms of Reference

Project justification

In August 2010, Council approved the Corporate Environmental Action Plan. Section 3.3 of
the implementation section requires that Aurora, review and update this plan every five
years.

Project Overview

The Staff and Council recognize the importance of the environmental initiatives already
underway and the need for a renewed strategy to continue to protect the environment and
identify new steps to steer the corporation towards renewed environmental leadership.

The Town of Aurora is committed to renewing the Corporate Environmental Action Plan by
2016. The process of renewing the CEAP will provide the Town with an opportunity to
capitalize on past experiences and implement change that will empower Aurora to deliver
progressive environmental policies and ensure that all departments are working together to
achieve the environmental objectives.

The CEAP update aims to:
Increase the Corporations Environmental leadership role within the community
Give support and help influence budgetary items which have measurable
environmental impacts associated with them
Continue to report successes within the Progress Report Card

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda
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September 3, 2015 -3- CEAP Update

Serve as an impetus for the advancement of a community education and awareness
program

Proposed Approach and Timing

The update is expected to be completed within twelve months of commencement. The
initializing of the project will commence with this Memo being considered by EAC in Fall
2015.

Completed steps:
Creation of progress report summary Chart, see Attachment 3 for summary of
progress achieved on specific actions
Develop a timeline
Write a formal Terms of Reference for project, includes scope of project
Determine the Steering Committee

Next Steps:
Determine outstanding action items (Sept)
Determine actions that are on-going (Sept)
Determine which outstanding actions are still relevant (Oct)
Review other environmental plans (Oct- Dec)
Identification of new: Goals, objectives and Actions (Jan – Feb)
Staff consultation: interviews with Staff, council members, community organizations/
groups (Oct – Nov)
Trails and Active transportation Committee engagement (Q4 2015)
Parks and Recreation Committee engagement (Q4 2015)
Finalize draft with steering committee (Q2 2016)
Take draft to council in early April (Q3)

Implementation of Plan

The renewed CEAP demonstrates Council’s continued commitment to protecting and
enhancing the environment. To ensure implementation, the town will need to:

Continue to integrate the CEAP framework into the day-to-day function of the
municipality
Increase efforts to maintain and enhance internal and external partnerships
Continually review and enhance this plan
Annually prepare a progress report outlining the progress made beginning in 2016
toward achieving the objectives laid out in the CEAP

Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Agenda
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September 3, 2015 -4- CEAP Update

Project Scope

In June 2015, Council requested that staff renew the CEAP in-house. There will be no
consideration of creating a community component to the plan within this update. The CEAP
will continue to have a corporate scope.

Due to the development of the Corporate Energy Master Plan (CEMP) and the need to
implement that plan without any additional resources, it is expected that the Energy
component will be removed from the updated version of the CEAP. This would enable the
staff who are responsible for implementing the CEMP to maintain one set of objectives for
the Town and document their progress in one location, instead of two.

Project Administration

Christina Nagy-Oh, Program Manager, Environmental Initiatives ext. 4382, be the Project
Manager for the Town for this project (or will lead the update of the CEAP). The PMEI will
continue to consult with the Environmental Management Team, comprised of key staff from
various departments, formed to assist the development and implementation of the original
Plan.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Extract from Council Meeting of Tuesday, June 23, 2015
2. Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP), August 2010
3. CEAP Progress Report Summary Chart
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Page 1 of 1

9. CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS REQUIRING SEPARATE DISCUSSION

4. Memorandum from Director of Planning & Development Services
Re: Corporate Environmental Action Plan Progress Report 2014

Main motion as amended
Moved by Councillor Pirri
Seconded by Councillor Abel

THAT the memorandum regarding Corporate Environmental Action Plan Progress
Report 2014 be received; and

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee be directed to review the Corporate
Environmental Action Plan and make recommendations to Council on new
initiatives, changes, or updates to the Plan.

CARRIED AS AMENDED

EXTRACT FROM
COUNCIL MEETING OF
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2015

Attachment 1
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FINAL Page 10

Corporate Environmental Action Plan | Town of Aurora

Figure 4: Overview of the Corporate Environmental Action Plan (CEAP)

Objective A1: Reduce the town’s vehicle emissions & support the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by town staff & at town facilities
Action 2.1.1 Implement an anti idling initiative Medium Term (Page 12)
Action 2.1.2 Implement the Clean Air Commute program for town staff Ongoing (Page 12)
Action 2.1.3 Develop a Green Fleet Plan Medium Term (Page 12)

Objective A2: Minimize or prevent the negative impacts that contribute to climate change through harmful emission reductions
Action 2.1.4 Prepare a Climate Change Adaptation Plan Long Term (Page 13)
Action 2.1.5 Establish greenhouse gas reduction targets Medium Term (Page 13)

Objective F1: Increase energy efficiency by changing behaviour and retrofitting town facilities/infrastructure
Action 2.2.1 Phasing in of energy management software Medium Term (page 14)
Action 2.2.2 Increase awareness about energy management and conservation programs for facilities Short Term (page 15)
Action 2.2.3 Energy management retrofits of large scale town buildings Medium Term (page 15)

Objective F2: Reduce facilities energy demands, optimize passive solar gains andmake use of renewable, on site generation and district energy options including solar, wind,
water, biomass, and geothermal energy

Action 2.2.4 Investigate renewable energy sources for construction of new town facilities in conjunction with LEED or equivalent Medium Term (page16)
Action 2.2.5 Support the implementation of the Green Energy Act within Aurora Short Term (page 16)

Objective E1: Protect, preserve, enhance, limit, conserve and/or extend wildlife and wildlife habitat in Aurora
Action 2.3.1 Development and implementation of wildlife corridors that link major existing areas of important habitat and create connectivity beyond Aurora’s
municipal borders Medium Term (Page 17, 18)
Action 2.3.2 Implement the Community Wildlife Park in partnership with various stakeholders Short Term (Page 18)

Objective E2: Improve and enhance the Town’s existing green spaces through research on best practices and implementation on a local scale
Action 2.3.3 Increase ecological landscaping Short Term (Page 18)
Action 2.3.4 Protect and enhance our natural habitats and improve green space and outdoor recreational areas Ongoing (Page 19)
Action 2.3.5 Update Aurora’s Landscape Standards Short Term (Page 19)
Action 2.3.6 Improve boulevard conditions to meet enhanced ecological standards Short Term (Page 19)
Action 2.3.7 Development and implementation of the Arboretum’s 10 year Action Plan Ongoing (Page 19)

Objective E3: Implement sustainable land use planning with a view to securing the health and well being of Aurora
Action 2.3.8: Develop and implement a Trails Master Plan Short Term (Page 20)
Action 2.3.9 Protect and enhance the Oak RidgesMoraine – Ongoing (Page 21)

Objective E4: Implement sustainable construction practices to reduce waste, incorporate sustainable design and reclaim or recycle materials
Action 2.3.10 Sustainable Construction and Building Operation Policy Short Term (Page 21)

Objective E5: Promote alternate modes of transportation in order to improve the quality of life of Aurora’s residents.
Action 2.3.11 Promote Transportation Demand Management (TDM) for town staff Medium Term (Page 22)
Action 2.3.12 Update the Master Transportation Operation Plan Long Term (Page 22)

Objective E6: Enhance environmental responsibility within winter maintenance operations
Action 2.3.13 Enhance environmental responsibility within winter maintenance operations Short Term (Page 23)

Objective E7: Reduce corporate waste going to landfill disposal
Action 2.3.14 Reduce corporate waste Long Term (Page 23)
Action 2.3.15 Reduce waste at corporate events Short Term (Page 24)
Action 2.3.16 Develop a green procurement (purchasing) policy for the town Medium Term (Page 24)

Objective W1: Reduce overall town water consumption
Action 2.4.1 Reduce corporate water consumption Medium Term (Page 26)
Action 2.4.2 Develop a water loss reduction strategy Long Term (Page 26)

Objective W2: Enhance the functioning of the current stormwater management facility inventory within the Town of Aurora and reduce the uncontrolled
stormwater areas with respect to both quality and quantity.

Action 2.4.3 Investigate ways to enhance and optimize the functioning of the current stormwater management facility inventory – Ongoing (Page 27)
Action 2.4.4 Review the current stormwater management policy in accordance with Lake Simcoe Protection Plan Long Term (Page 27)
Action 2.4.5 Improve stormwater quality in all new road reconstruction projects – Ongoing (Page 28)

Timeframes: Ongoing: Current Short Term: initiated in 1-2 years Medium Term: initiated in 3-4 years Long Term: initiated in 5+ years

Earth (Land) Goal Plan and manage Aurora’s ecology by protecting wildlife habitat, promoting alternate
modes of transportation and utilizing sustainable land use planning.

Air Goal Improve air quality by reducing emissions and developing a Climate Change Adaptation Plan.

Fire (Energy) Goal Reduce the Town’s overall energy consumption through energy efficiency measures
and the use of renewable energy sources.

Water Goal Reduce corporate water consumption; and utilize stormwater management technologies to
improve control of stormwater quantity as well as enhance stormwater quality.
water resources.
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Page 1 of 1

9. CONSIDERATION OF ITEMS REQUIRING SEPARATE DISCUSSION

3. Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of June 10, 2015

Main motion as amended
Moved by Councillor Gaertner
Seconded by Councillor Humfryes

THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee meeting minutes of June 10, 2015, be
received; and

THAT a public education component and strategy be developed instructing residents on
the proper discharge of wastewater from private swimming pools and hot tubs, and that
options be provided for distribution of this information to all owners as soon as possible;
and

THAT staff investigate revising the current Sewer Use By-law to deal with the correct
handling and discharge of swimming pool and hot tub wastewater; and

THAT staff report back to the Environmental Advisory Committee.
CARRIED AS AMENDED

EXTRACT FROM
COUNCIL MEETING OF

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2015
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