PUBLIC RELEASE
April 3, 2014

——
AURORA
TOWN OF AURORA

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING AGENDA

DATE: Thursday, April 10, 2014
TIME AND LOCATION: 7 p.m., Leksand Room, Aurora Town Hall

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
RECOMMENDED:

THAT the agenda as circulated by Legal and Legislative Services be approved.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting
Minutes of March 20, 2014 pg. 1

RECOMMENDED:
THAT the minutes of the Economic Development Advisory Committee meeting of
March 20, 2014 be adopted.

DELEGATIONS

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION

1. Memorandum from the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning pg.5
Re: Circulation of the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan
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RECOMMENDED:

THAT the memorandum regarding Circulation of the Aurora Promenade
Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan be received; and

That the Economic Development Advisory Committee provide their
comments with respect to the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

2. Memorandum from the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning pg. 115
Re: Economic Impact of Ice Storm

RECOMMENDED:

THAT the memorandum regarding Economic Impact of Ice Storm be
received for information.

3. Pending List — Economic Development Advisory Committee pg. 118
RECOMMENDED:

THAT the Pending List be received for information.

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
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AURORA
TOWN OF AURORA

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Date: Thursday, March 20, 2014
Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall

Committee Members: Councillor Michael Thompson (Chair), Lee Helkie, Bruce
Walkinshaw, and Mayor Geoffrey Dawe

Member(s) Absent: Councillor Paul Pirri (Vice Chair), Peter Dickens, Kent Dinning,
and Marilee Harris

Other Attendees: Anthony lerullo, Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning,
Michael Logue, Strategic Programs Coordinator, and Raylene
Martell, Council/Committee Secretary

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:24 p.m.

DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST

There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Moved by Bruce Walkinshaw Seconded by Lee Helkie

THAT the agenda as circulated by Legal and Legislative Services be
approved.

CARRIED

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

Economic Development Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2014
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Moved by Bruce Walkinshaw Seconded by Lee Helkie

THAT the minutes of the Economic Development Advisory Committee
meeting of January 9, 2014 be adopted.

CARRIED
DELEGATIONS
None
MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION
1. Memorandum from the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning

Re: Preferred Medical Campus Locations
Moved by Lee Helkie Seconded by Bruce Walkinshaw

THAT the memorandum regarding Preferred Medical Campus Locations be
received; and

THAT the Economic Development Advisory Committee recommend to
Council:

THAT staff be directed to prepare the required planning amendments
to enable the establishment of a medical campus in the Bayview
Avenue and St. John'’s Sideroad area.
CARRIED
2. Memorandum from the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning
Re: Endorsement of Final Business Retention and Expansion Action Plan

Moved by Lee Helkie Seconded by Bruce Walkinshaw

THAT the memorandum regarding Endorsement of Final Business Retention
and Expansion Action Plan be received; and

THAT the Economic Development Advisory Committee recommend to
Council:
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THAT the Business Retention and Expansion Action Plan, outlined in
Attachment 1, be endorsed.

CARRIED

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

3.

5.

Memorandum from the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning
Re: Monthly Report

Moved by Bruce Walkinshaw Seconded by Lee Helkie

THAT the memorandum regarding Monthly Report be received for
information.

CARRIED

Memorandum from the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning
Re: Aurora Promenade Update

Moved by Lee Helkie Seconded by Bruce Walkinshaw

THAT the memorandum regarding Aurora Promenade Update be received;
and

THAT the Economic Development Advisory Committee recommend to
Council:

THAT staff be directed to report back at the next Economic
Development Advisory Committee meeting with an update on
the establishment of a Business Improvement Association in
Aurora; and

THAT staff be directed to report back at the next Economic
Development Advisory Committee meeting on parking in
downtown Aurora.

CARRIED
Extract from Council Meeting of February 11, 2014

Re: EDAC14-01 — Economic Development Advisory Committee Report
January 9, 2014
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Moved by Bruce Walkinshaw Seconded by Lee Helkie
THAT the Extract from Council Meeting of February 11, 2014 be received for
information.
CARRIED
6. Pending List — Economic Development Advisory Committee
Moved by Lee Helkie Seconded by Bruce Walkinshaw

THAT the Pending List be received for information.

CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS
Councillor Thompson advised that he had noticed a number of businesses prominently
displaying their Long Standing Business Certificates which they received in recognition of
serving Aurora for 25 years or more.
ADJOURNMENT

Moved by Bruce Walkinshaw Seconded by Lee Helkie

THAT the meeting be adjourned at 8:26 p.m.
CARRIED

THE REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING OF MARCH 20, 2014 IS SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY GENERAL

COMMITTEE ON APRIL 1, 2014 AND FINAL COUNCIL ENDORSEMENT OF THE
RECOMMENDATIONS ON APRIL 8, 2014.






Advisory Committee: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

ITEM MEETING ACTION RESPONSE TYPE OF
NO. DATE MEETING SUBJECT ACTION DEPT. DATE RESPONSE
9. Report dated September 12, 2013 from THAT the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning
1 2013-10-10 |EDAC Corporate and Strategic Planning be requested to report back to the Committee on PDS
from Regional Council Meeting of September broadband in the downtown core.
26, 2013
Re: Economic Development Action Plan
Update — York Region
Broadband Strategy Progress
New Business THAT the Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning 2014-03-20 Verbal Update
2 2014-01-09 | EDAC report back to the Committee on the impact of the recent PDS
ice storm on businesses in Aurora and highlights of how 2014-04-10 Iltem 2 Memo
the Town of Aurora assisted Businesses in need.
1. Memorandum from the Manager of Long THAT staff be directed to prepare the required
3 2014-03-20 |EDAC Range and Strategic Planning planning amendments to enable the establishment of PDS
Re: Preferred Medical Campus Locations a medical campus in the Bayview Avenue and St.
John’s Sideroad area.
4. Memorandum from the Manager of Long THAT staff be directed to report back at the next
4 2014-03-20 | EDAC Range and Strategic Planning Economic Development Advisory Committee with an PDS
Re: Aurora Promenade Update update on the establishment of a Business
Improvement Association in Aurora; and
THAT staff be directed to report back at the next
Economic Development Advisory Committee on
parking in downtown Aurora.
BOLD = UPDATES April 10, 2014 Page 1 of 1
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Yourve in Good Comparny Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4742
Email: Alerullo@aurora.ca
www.aurora.ca

DATE:  April 10, 2014
TO: Economic Development Advisory Committee Members
FROM: Anthony lerullo, Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning

RE: Circulation of The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan

RECOMMENDATIONS
THAT the memorandum be received; and

THAT EDAC provide their comments with respect to The Aurora Promenade
Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan

BACKGROUND

Staff and their consultants, The Planning Partnership, have prepared a Streetscape Design
& Implementation Plan for The Aurora Promenade Secondary Planning Area. The Plan was
before Council at the Public Planning Meeting held on January 23, 2013 and the following
resolution was passed:

THAT report PL13-003 regarding the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and
Implementation Plan be received; and

THAT staff report back with a multi-year capital project for some of the priority
projects that staff will further refine and bring forward to Council for further
discussion.

Staff therefore reported back to Council at the General Committee Meeting held on February
4, 2014 with a multi-year capital plan which focussed on the “Main Streets” area as identified
in the Streetscape Plan; and on February 11, 2014 Council passed the following resolution:

THAT the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan be
forwarded to the appropriate committees for further comment by June; and

THAT staff address the issues raised with the sidewalks in a further report to come
back before Council.
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Therefore, in accordance with the above Council resolution, Staff are circulating The Aurora
Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan to EDAC for their information and
comment. Staff are also attaching Reports PL13-003 and PL14-010 to assist EDAC in
familiarizing themselves with the Streetscape Plan.

Thank you for your cooperation in this regard and please feel free to contact me with any
guestions you may have. You may also contact Fausto Filipetto, the Town’s Senior Policy
Planner at Extension 4342 or through email at ffilipetto@aurora.ca.

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1: PL13-003
Attachment 2: PL14-010



mailto:ffilipetto@aurora.ca
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ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment 1: PL13-003
Attachment 2: PL14-010
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Attachment 1
/%’w‘( TOWN OF AURORA

AURORA pyBL|C PLANNING REPORT No. PL13-003

SUBJECT: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan

FROM: Marco Ramunno, Director of Planning & Development Services
DATE: January 23, 2013
RECOMMENDATION

That Council receive Report No. PL13-003 for information; and

That Council endorse the attached Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

To seek Council endorsement of the attached Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.

BACKGROUND

On September 28, 2010, Council endorsed the Aurora Promenade Concept Plan - Urban
Design Strategy and adopted a new Official Plan for the Town which contained policies for
the Aurora Promenade area. The Plan was developed to promote revitalization along the
Yonge and Wellington Street corridors. The Plan included a number of recommended
actions to promote revitalization including the development and implementation of a
detailed streetscaping study.

In response, staff and the consultants have been working towords the development of the
attached Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan since early 2012.
The Plan was developed with extensive stakeholder feedback, with two public information
sessions held on March 5, 2012 and June 28, 2012. The Plan was also circulated to
internal departments and their comments have been incorporated with the Plan.

The attached Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan identifies
streetscape features for three street types: Boulevards, village streets and main streets.
These street types are generally consistent with the typology used within The Aurora
Promenade Concept Plan - Urban Design Strategy and are graphically described in Figure
1
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COMMENTS

The following paragraphs provide a summary of the key aspects of the proposed
Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan including a discussion
on the character, observed deficiencies and recommended actions for each street type.
In addition, specific recommendations for sidewalks, gateways, intersections, transition
zones and signage have also been considered and summarized:

Boulevards

General Character

Boulevard areas contain mostly automobile oriented commercial uses with a prominent
built form of low-rise commercial buildings. There are visible gaps along the street edge as
a result of the auto-oriented retail formats with expanses of visible surface parking along
the street edge. The Aurora War Memorial Peace Park and the park system connecting
Craddock, Machell and Fleury Park are the defining open space features within the street
type. The South Yonge Street Promenade is bounded by newer established residential
neighbourhoods to the west and industrial uses to the east. The North Yonge Street
Promenade is bounded by newer established residential neighbourhoods on both the west
and east sides.

Streetscape Deficiencies
Identified streetscape deficiencies within the Boulevards include:

e sporadic street furniture and street lightling that lacks uniformity;

e minimal street trees;

inconsistent treatment between the curb and sidewalk, which varies between a
grass strip and asphalt strip;

inconsistent signage with a lack of landscaping at the base;

street poles with large unsightly transformer boxes and overhead wires;

no pedestrian lighting;

minimal or non-existent buffers between commercial frontage and sidewalk; and,
a lack of pedestrian access into commercial centre parking lots or at corner
treatments.

Recommendations
Several recommendations were made for Boulevards regarding public streetscapes,
private streetscapes, sidewalk zones and street furniture. Staff have highlighted several of
the proposed recommendations in Table 1 below. However, a comprehensive list of
recommendations are found in Section 3.5 of the attached Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.
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Table 1: Highlighted Recommendations for Boulevards

Recommendation Timeframe Minimum Cost ($)
(Years)

Bury hydro lines & replace with LED light 5-10 1,000,000

standard

Seasonal event banners on all street poles 1-2 150,000

Extend sidewalks to 3 m to accommodate all | 1-2 1,000,000

users

Increase lighting in parking lot & pedestrian 2-5 500,000

areas

Updated, coordinated & landscaped gateway | 2-5 150,000

elements

Wayfinding Strategy for Yonge & Wellington | 1-2 150,000

Promenade

Source: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan (adapted)

Village Streets

General Character

This street type currently houses many of the Town'’s historic buildings. These properties
are mostly in house form, many of which have been converted to commercial uses.
Landscaped front yards and side driveways are also typical in this area.

Streetscape Deficiencies
Identified streetscape deficiencies within Village Streets include:

Sporadic street furniture which lacks uniformity;

minimal street trees;

treatment between curb and sidewalk is a typical asphalt strip;

several unappealing concrete retaining walls in need of updating;

large inconsistent commercial signage with a lack of landscaping at the base;
small commercial signage for businesses in house form;

no pedestrian lighting;

several utility boxes are found at grade in the landscaping/furnishing zone on
Wellington Street;

street poles with large unsightly transformer boxes and overhead wires; and,

e landscape buffer between commercial frontage and sidewalk is minimal or non-
existent.

Recommendations

Several recommendations were made for Village Streets regarding public streetscapes,
private streetscapes, sidewalk zones and street furniture. Staff have highlighted several of
the proposed recommendations in Table 2 below. However, a comprehensive list of
recommendations are found in Section 3.6 of the attached Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.
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Table 2: Highlighted Recommendations for Village Streets

Recommendation

Timeframe (Years)

Minimum Cost ($)

Bury hydro lines & replace with LED light standard 5-10 1,000,000
New LED pedestrian light poles 5-10 1,000,000
Seasonal event banners on all street poles 1-2 150,000
Wayfinding Strategy for Yonge & Wellington 1-2 150,000
Promenade

Encourage patio space where setbacks permit 1-2 50,000
Total 2,350,000

Source: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan (adapted)

Main Streets

General Character

The Historic Downtown is defined by a concentration of one to three storey buildings, built
to the street edge, with a mix of uses in narrow, street oriented shops, restaurants and
services. Three are also includes several historic structures within Main Streets.

Streetscape Deficiencies

Identified streetscape deficiencies within the Main Streets include:

benches or bike rings on the sidewalks;

inconsistent cross walk treatments;

Recommendations

Sporadic street furniture which lacks uniformity;
under-whelming planters which do not provide year-round landscaping;

un-compelling commercial signage which lacks uniformity;
inconsistent sandwich board placement between businesses; and
street poles with large unsightly transformer boxes and overhead wires.

varying sidewalk treatment, from typical concrete slabs to unit pavers from building
face to curb face, to unit paved urban band with concrete slabs;

Several recommendations were made for Main Streets regarding public streetscapes,
private streetscapes, sidewalk zones and street furniture. Staff have highlighted several of
the proposed recommendations in Table 3 below. However, a comprehensive list of
recommendations are found in Section 3.7 of the attached Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.

Table 3: Highlighted Recommendations for Village Streets

Recommendation

Timeframe (Years)

Minimum Cost ($)

Plant street trees with heritage style grate & guard

1-2

<50,000

Downtown historic promotional banners Immediate <50,000
Seasonal programs & events Ongoing Not available
Landscaped mid-block connections (similar to one 2-5 50,000

at library)

Heritage style furniture Ongoing Not available

Source: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan (adapted)
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Sidewalks, Intersections, Gateways, Transition Zones and Signage

Several recommendations were also made for for sidewalks, intersections, gateways,
transition zones and signage. Staff have highlighted several of the proposed
recommendations below. However, a comprehensive list of recommendations is available
in Section 3 of the attached Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation
Plan.

Sidewalks

Sidewalks should consider distinct curb, landscaping/furnishing, pedestrian and frontage
zones. Lanscaping areas should be a minumim of 1.8 metres (where possible) to
accommodate street trees with elements setback 600 mm from the curb. Pedestrian
sidewalks should be a minimum width of 2.1 metres, with the exception of residential
streets where the sidewalk can be 1.5 metres (4.9 feet).

Gateways

Clearly defined gateways identify points of entry in to the Promenade as well as the
different character areas (see Figure 1 for planned locations). Primary gateways act as
formal entrances into the Promenade. The main objective is to generate an integrated
street edge condition that combines landscaping, signage and built form.
Recommendations for Primary Gateways include:

e Landscaping which wraps around the corner and includes an identity feature such
as a masonry wall, columns or digital signage,;

e signage should include the Town name and logo and the colour selection for the
signage should be complementary to Town colours;

e upgrading pavement treatments may be used to create a sense of entry;

e materials such as masonry, natural stone or steel may be used to construct an
architectural component of the gateway - these materials should be selected to
emphasise the overall design of the gateway and reflect the distinctive character of
the three street types; and,

e a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees with low shrubs arranged in groupings
should be planted at all gateways and main intersections to provide consistent
landscape buffers.

While Primary gateways are identified at either end of the Yonge Street Promenade,
Secondary gateways can also be considered at a number of other key entry points and
intersections.

Intersections

Vehicular and pedestrian movements meet at intersections. It is therefore important that
intersection design meet the needs of pedestrians and promote walkability and safety.
Enhancing visual cues to crosswalks by using decorative pavers is an effective interface
between the two users. At major intersections, street furniture such as transit shelters, bins
and wayfinding may be provided. Crosswalk recommendations include the use of heritage
decorative red pavers on main streets and village streets and decorative grey pavers on
boulevards.
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The remainder of the crosswalks are recommended using a typical zebra pattern.
Pedestrian access should be provided at all major commercial centres located at
intersections, using unit pavers and appropriate lighting and landscaping.

Transition Zones (see Figure 1 for planned locations)

The transition between Boulevards and Village Streets are envisioned through the
introduction of stand-alone pedestrian light poles between streetlight poles as you enter
village streets as well as decorative red crosswalks delineating the transition. The light
poles will complement the house form, commercial buildings and small scale commercial
centres and accommodate promotional and seasonal banners. Street trees can be
accommodated along Boulevards due to wide landscaping/furnishing zones. The change
in street type will be identified in the shift of sidewalk widths and street tree planting
locations.

Landscaping and seasonal planting is the main strategy in creating a transition between
Village Streets and Main Streets. Two slender planters clustered around light posts could
be introduced on Village Streets one block outside Main Streets to create a formal
entrance into historic downtown. These light posts could also accommodate hanging
baskets. The Main Streets would have heritage style pedestrian lighting that could also
accommodate hanging baskets.

Signage
Commercial signage is an important part of the overall image of any area. Some of the
recommended general principles for commercial signage include:

e commercial signage should not overwhelm the building and/or the storefront;

e back lit iluminated rectangular sign boxes are discouraged;

e to minimize visual clutter, signage should be integrated into the design of building
facades wherever possible, through placement within architectural bays and friezes;

e signage should not obscure windows, cornices or other architectural elements;

e large freestanding signs, roof signs and large-scale advertising such as billboards,
should be discouraged;

e highly animated and illuminated digital signage should not be permitted where
residential uses can be impacted,;

e the maximum signage area for storefront signs should be not more than 25% of the
business storefront or 20% of the window area,;

e signage should aid pedestrians and drivers in navigating the area, especially at
night; and,

e signs should be well maintained and constructed using high quality materials.

Generally, building mounted signs and banners are recommended within all street types,
while free standing pylon signs are not recommended within main streets. Furthermore,
general guidelines were prepared for free standing signs, building mounted signs,
moveable signs and banners. These general guidelines speak to size and area, material
and colour, lighting, landscape context and special conditions.
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All of the details regarding the signage recommendations, including visual examples can
be found in Section 4.1 of the Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan.

The implementations of the recommended signage guidelines for the area can be
incorporated into the upcoming review of the Town’s Sign By-law in 2013.

SERVICING ALLOCATION

Not applicable.

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan was prepared with the
specific goal of accommodating redevelopment and integrating it with the established
historic character of Downtown. Therefore the streetscape planning exercise supports the
Strategic Plan goals of: Supporting an exceptional quality of life for all and enabling a
diverse, creative and resilient economy. The relevant supporting objectives include:
Strengthening the fabric of our community and promoting economic opportunities
that facilitate the growth of Aurora as adesirable place to do business. Furthermore,
the key action item of the Strategic Plan to actively promote and support a plan to
revitalize the downtown is realized through the preparation and implementation of The
Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan identifies the cost, timeframe and
responsibility of each recommendation, respectively. If Council chose to implement this
Plan in its entirety, the consultants estimate that the Towns share of the costs would be
between $8.7 million and $40.3 million. The consultants have provided information related
to the prioritization of the recommended actions and specific expenditures will be
considered through the budget process following Council endorsement. Staff will also
incorporate the recommended expenditures within the Town’s multi-year Capital Plan.

ALTERNATIVE(S) TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS

Council has the option of requesting further information or making modifications to the
Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan prior to their endorsement of The Plan.

CONCLUSION

As indicated previously, the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan
was prepared with the specific goal of accommodating redevelopment and integrating it
with the established historic character of Downtown. The Plan was prepared in
consultation with the community and internal Staff and has taken into account guidelines
putinto place by YRT/VIVA. As well as containing specific streetscape recommendations
for boulevards, village streets and main streets, the Plan also contains recommendations
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for gateways, intersections, transitions zones and signage. Staff are seeking Council’s
endorsement of the Streetscape Design & Impfementation Plan at this time.

ATTACHMENTS

AttachméntA: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan |
Click here for Attachment A '

PRE-SUBMISSION REVIEW

Executive Leadership Team - January 16, 2013

Prepared by: Fausto Filipetto, Policy Planner

Extension 4342
/WW . ///Z/ :
 Marce‘Ramunno, M.C.LP., RP.P. /i Neil Gagbe
‘Director of Planning & Development [ Chief Administrative Officer

Services : k
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2 Attachment 2

GENERAL COMMITTEE REPORT No. PL14-010

SUBJECT: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan
FROM: Marco Ramunno, Director of Planning & Development Services

DATE: February 4, 2014

RECOMMENDATIONS
That Council receive Report No. PL14-010 for information; and

THAT the proposed Multi-year Capital Plan for the Aurora Promenade Streetscape
Design & Implementation Plan be incorporated into Town’s 10 Year Capital Plan
for Council consideration; and,

THAT Council endorse the attached Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan.

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

The purpose of this report is to present Council with a multi-year capital plan for the
Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan and to seek Council
endorsement of the Plan.

BACKGROUND

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan (the Plan) was
presented to Council at the Public Planning Meeting held on January 23, 2013, where
Council resolved the following:

THAT report PL13-003 regarding the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and
Implementation Plan be received; and

THAT staff report back with a multi-year capital project for some of the priority
projects that staff will further refine and bring forward to Council for further
discussion.

Since January, staff have been evaluating implementation options and phasing with an
emphasis on maximizing the potential impact of improvements and minimizing costs
and disruptions. Based on this evaluation, the following priority recommendations (as
articulated in the Plan) have been identified for implementation between 2015 and 2017:
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e Update all concrete sidewalks with patterned concrete pavers that extend from
the curb zone to building face.

e Implement year-round hanging baskets on all pedestrian light poles for year-
round landscaping.

e Install long narrow planters for year-round landscaping where sidewalk widths
cannot accommodate street trees (6 metre spacing).

e Plant street trees with 6 metre spacing (maximum) where there is adequate
setback for the pedestrian zone to borrow sidewalk width from frontage zone.
Trees should be planted with heritage style tree grate and tree guard.

e Install heritage style furniture throughout the street based on the furniture rhythm
recommendations.

e Develop historic downtown promotional banners for area, events, seasons.
e Relocate traffic signs from rebar poles onto street poles where possible.

e Mid-block connections should be landscaped and similar to existing mid-block
connection at public library.

It is recommended that the Town focus the planned improvements in the “Main Streets”
area as identified on Figure 1. This approach will ensure that a critical mass of
improvements is completed within a relatively short timeframe in a focused geographic
area. The cost associated with the recommend works is further described below with
specific reference to the proposed timing of each initiative. Staff are also seeking
Council endorsement of the Plan at this time as directed by Council and will begin to
implement the recommendations of the Plan when considering new development
applications.

COMMENTS

Staff have been working to develop a multi-year capital plan and preliminary cost
estimate for the recommend works derived from the Aurora Promenade Streetscape
Design & Implementation Plan. These estimates were prepared based on the scope of
work described in the Plan and current pricing on labour and materials. The numbers
are approximate and were determined based on best efforts. The implementation of the
above described recommendations is estimated at approximately $2,750,000 for capital
improvements with a recurring annual operating cost of approximately $70,000 for
seasonal plant materials. A detailed cost estimate for the implementation of the priority
recommendations are as follows:
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Table 1: Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan Multi-year Capital Plan

OVERALL 2015 2016 2017 INCREASE IN
Tﬁgggyg\;‘gﬁf PROJECT BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET OPERATING
COST REQUEST REQUEST | REQUEST COSTS

Update all concrete
sidewalks with patterned $1.940,000
concrete pavers that T
extend from the curb zone
to building face.
Implement year-round
hanging baskets on all $40,000 $40,000 $60,000
pedestrian light poles for
year-round landscaping.
Install long narrow
planters for year-round
landscaping where $380,000 $380,000 $20,000
sidewalk widths cannot
accommodate street trees
(6 metre spacing).

$970,000 $970,000 $0

Plant street trees with 6
metre spacing (maximum)
where there is adequate
setback for the pedestrian $80,000
zone to borrow sidewalk '
width from frontage zone.
Trees should be planted
with heritage style tree
grate and tree guard.

$80,000 $0

Install heritage style
furniture throughout the
street based on the
furniture rhythm Install $80,000 $80,000 $0
heritage style furniture
throughout the street
based on the furniture
rhythm recommendations.

Develop historic

downtown promotional $150,000 $150,000 $0
banners for area, events,
seasons.
Relocate traffic signs from
rebar poles onto street $40,000 $40,000 $0

poles where possible

Mid-block connections
should be landscaped and

L g ; $40,000 $40,000 $0
similar to existing mid-
block connection at public
library.
TOTALS $2,750,000 $970,000 $1,050,000 $730,000 $80,000

Source: Town of Aurora

Staff are recommending that funding for the implementation of the Plan be considered
as part of the Town’s 10 year Capital Plan and the funding be approved as part of the
annual Budget process. The approval of this report and endorsement of this Plan would
not commit the Town financially to any of the works proposed.
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The purpose of the Plan is to provide a suite of streetscape options which can be
implemented to achieve the goals and objectives of the Plan. It is important that
Council endorse the Plan at this time to allow staff to begin applying the
recommendations to private sector developments.

LINK TO STRATEGIC PLAN

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan was prepared with
the specific goal of accommodating redevelopment and integrating it with the
established historic character of Downtown. Therefore the streetscape planning
exercise supports the Strategic Plan goals of: Supporting an exceptional quality of
life for all and enabling a diverse, creative and resilient economy. The relevant
supporting objectives include: Strengthening the fabric of our community and
promoting economic opportunities that facilitate the growth of Aurora as a
desirable place to do business. Furthermore, the key action item of the Strategic
Plan to actively promote and support a plan to revitalize the downtown is realized
through the preparation and implementation of The Aurora Promenade Streetscape
Design & Implementation Plan.

ALTERNATIVE(S) TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS

Council can choose not to endorse the Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design &
Implementation Plan at this time.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan identifies the cost, timeframe and
responsibility of each recommendation, respectively. The consultants and staff have
provided information related to the prioritization of the recommended actions and
specific expenditures will be considered through the budget process following Council
endorsement. The implementation of the priority recommendations as identified in this
report will cost approximately $2,750,000 over a three year period as identified in this
report, with an annual cost of $80,000 for seasonal plant materials post 2017. These
costs are not currently eligible for funding through Development Charges.

CONCLUSIONS

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan was prepared with
the specific goal of accommodating redevelopment and integrating it with the
established historic character of Downtown. The Plan was created in consultation with
the community and internal staff and has taken into account guidelines put into place by
YRT/VIVA. As well as containing specific streetscape recommendations for boulevards,
village streets and main streets, the Plan also contains recommendations for gateways,
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intersections, transitions zones and signage. As directed by Council, staff have
prepared a multi-year capital plan for what they believe are the priority
recommendations; focussed on the "Main Streets” area. Staff are seeking Council
endorsement of the Plan at this time to allow staff to begin applying the
recommendations to private sector developments. .

PREVIOUS REPORTS

Pubilc Planning Report No. PL13- 003 dated January 23, 2013
- General Committee Report No. PL13-030 dated June 4, 2013

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1: Figure 1 - The Aurora Promenade
Attachment 2: The Aufora Promenade Streetscape Design & Implementation Plan

(Attachment 2 was previously distributed to Council with the
January 23, 2013 agendas and may also be accessed. using

the following link:
http:/fwww.e-aurora. ca/app/wa/medraEnt:y?medfaEntryld—s1 538)

. PRE-SUBMISSION REVIEW

Executive Leadership Team - January 23, 2014

. Prepared by: Fausto Filipetto, Senior Policy'Planner, Extension 4342

Maraﬁo/R amunno, MCIP RPP 7 Netl Garbe |
_ Director of Plannmg & Development ~ Chief Adm:mstrattve Off:cer
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1.1 Background

The Aurora Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan is intended
to articulate the long term vision for Aurora’s primary corridors, and to
establish a comprehensive strategy for implementation.

While the Official Plan includes general policies, the Town requires
specific design recommendations as to how to implement these policies.

The Town of Aurora previously undertook a secondary planning exercise
for the area which is now known as the “The Aurora Promenade.”
What resulted was the creation of a new Official Plan with The Aurora
Promenade Secondary Plan being integrated into it and forming a
chapter in the plan. The Secondary Plan was based on The Aurora
Promenade Concept Plan.

The Aurora Promenade Concept Plan - Urban Design Strategy identified
the need to conduct a detailed Streetscape Design and Implementation
Plan for key sections of Yonge Street and Wellington Street with the
specific goal of accommodating redevelopment and integrating it with
the established historic character of the Downtown.

The Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan was prepared
through a collaborative planning process with stakeholders and Town
staff. The consulting team held a Stakeholder Workshop on Monday
March 5th, 2012 where opportunities, constraints and priorities were
explored for each character area.

The community was then invited to attend an information session on
June 28th, 2012 where the team presented the draft Streetscape Design
and Implementation Plan.

The Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan sets out specific
design recommendations for each different typology within each
character area. The Plan includes recommendations for enhanced
streetscapes, as well as design strategies for several focus areas,
intersections, and gateways. General furnishing and signage guidelines
provide direction for property owners, as well as provide a guide for
Town staff when evaluating applications.

The Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan aims to re-establish
downtown and the Yonge and Wellington corridors as the primary
community draws for retail, entertainment, and culture while maintaining
and reinforcing the historic small town and human scaled character of
the downtown.





1.2 Study Area

The Study Area is located along the primary spines of the Town of
Aurora, comprising the community’s historic downtown as well as
wide commercial avenues north and south of the core. The Study Area
extends the length of Yonge Street from Orchard Heights Boulevard at
the north to the rail bridge below Henderson Drive at the south, and
along Wellington Street from approximately John West Way at the east
to Machell Avenue to the west.

The Aurora Promenade Concept Plan and Urban Design Strategy
identified three street typologies within the study area;

1. Boulevards

Boulevard streets are found in the North and South Yonge Promenade
and the Wellington Street Promenade. These streets have wide Right-
of-ways with four lanes of traffic and one shared centre turn lane. The
street provides access to several large commercial centre adjacencies.

2.Village Streets

Village streets are found in the Old Town in the study area and have
four lanes of traffic. This area is characterized by small commercial
centres and Victorian home buildings that are used for offices and/or
residences.

3. Main Streets

Main streets are found in the historic Downtown. These streets have
two lanes of through traffic and two shared traffic lanes/on-street
parking lanes. The character of the area is heritage buildings and small
retail businesses.

Study Area Plan

Boulevards

(N.Yonge/ S. Yonge/ Wellington Promenade)

Village Streets
(Old Town)

Main Streets
(historic Downtown)

M. Yonge Promenade

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora
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1.3 Streetscape Themes & Objectives

The following streetscape themes and objectives provide an overview of the rationale behind the design recommendations made for each street
type and character area.

A Legible & Hierarchal Urban Structure
The streetscapes present a variety of opportunities and constraints from the scale and intensity of potential future development and so change
will not occur uniformly.

Enhanced Connections

Important for linking together the different character areas/street types as well as to the adjacent neighbourhoods; reinforcing the identity of the
area; and, for orienting visitors are design features such as gateways, signage, and architectural features that respond to strategic locations such
as important intersections and transition zones.

A Unified Streetscape with Different Characteristics
Although there will be strong elements that will unify the entire study area the different treatments will respond to the varying characteristics of
the adjacent existing and/or potential land uses with respect to setbacks, sidewalk conditions and landscaping treatments.

A Framework to Grow Into

The opportunities for development vary along the different streets and corridors in Aurora and change may occur over many years. Accordingly,
emphasis is placed on coordinating streetscape elements, so to ensure a coordinated, coherent and appealing streetscape treatment, despite
varied development patterns.

Going ‘Green’

Building on the benefits of transit infrastructure for creating a more sustainable community, this is the time to harness the tremendous opportunity
for a complementary and comprehensive sustainable urban design strategy that introduces best practices in design, such as using alternative
paving materials and introducing rain gardens.

Quality Matters
Key to creating more livable and appealing streetscapes is the attention to design and quality. Significant corridors are the arteries of a community,
and have great civic obligations to providing high quality materials, architectural excellence and enhanced public realm settings.

8 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora





5. STREETSCAPE ANALYSIS
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2.1 Boulevards

General Character Area

The North Yonge Street Promenade is centred along Yonge Street
and begins at approximately Aurora Heights Drive to the southern
edge of St. Andrews College. The North Yonge Street Promenade
also includes the Aurora Community Centre and portions of
Fleury and Machell Parks.

The South Yonge Street Promenade is centred along Yonge Street
and begins at the CN Rail crossing on the south to Cousins Drive
on the north including the properties on both the east and west
sides of Yonge Street.

Both the North and South Yonge Street Promenades contain
mostly auto-oriented commercial uses.

The prominent built form pattern is low-rise commercial buildings.
Exceptions include a 4 storey hotel in the North Yonge Street
Promenade, a 6 and 7 storey condominium building, and a 4
storey seniors’ residence in the South Yonge Street Promenade.

There are visible ‘gaps’ along the street edge as a result of the
auto-oriented retail formats with expanses of visible surface
parking along the street edge.

The Aurora War Memorial Peace Park is located in the South
Yonge Street Promenade and is the primary passive open space
for this neighbourhood.

The Open Space Park system connecting Craddock, Machell and
Fleury Park is a defining open space feature in the North Yonge
Street Promenade.

The South Yonge Street Promenade is bounded by newer
established residential neighbourhoods to the west and industrial
uses on the east. The North Yonge Street Promenade is bounded
by newer established residential neighbourhoods on both the
east and west sides.

Streetscape Deficiencies

Street furnishing is sporadic and lacks uniformity

There are two types of streetscape lighting (acorn and Wellington
standard)

The number of street trees is minimal

The treatment between curb and sidewalk is inconsistent and
varies between a grass strip and asphalt strip

Commercial signage is inconsistent and lacks landscaping at
base of signage

Several street poles have large unsightly transformer boxes and
overhead wires

There is no pedestrian lighting

Buffer between commercial frontage and sidewalk is minimal or
non existent

Several commercial centres not do provide pedestrian access
into parking lots or pedestrian access at corner treatments

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora
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2.2 Village Streets

General Character Area

Village Streets are centred on the Yonge and Wellington Street
intersection. It includes the Historic Downtown, the Wellington
Street Village, the Cultural Precinct and the residential
neighbourhoods. Most of the Town’s historic buildings are in this
Character Area.

It also includes the Northeast Old Aurora Heritage Conservation
District.

The Wellington Street Village and Yonge Street outside of the
Historic Downtown are characterized by buildings mostly in
house form, many of which have been converted to commercial
uses. Landscaped front yards and side driveways are typical in
these areas.

Streetscape Deficiencies

Street furnishing is sporadic and lacks uniformity
The number of street trees is minimal

The treatment between curb and sidewalk is typically a thin
asphalt strip

There are several concrete retaining walls that are unappealing
and need to be updated

Large commercial signage is inconsistent and lacks landscaping
at base of signage

Small commercial signage for businesses in house from buildings
have minimal landscaping and are under-whelming.

There is no pedestrian lighting

Several utility boxes are found at grade in the landscaping/
furnishing zone on Wellington Street.

Several street poles have large unsightly transformer boxes and
overhead wires

Landscape buffers between commercial frontage and sidewalk
are minimal or non existent

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora
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2.3 Main Streets

General Character Area

The Historic Downtown is defined by a concentration of 1-3 storey
buildings, built to the street edge, with a mix of uses in a fine
grained rhythm of narrow, street oriented shops, restaurants and
services.

Streetscape Deficiencies

Street furnishing is sporadic and lacks uniformity

The existing planters along the main streets are under-whelming,
do not provide year-round landscaping and have no spacing
regularity

There are no benches or bike rings on the sidewalks

Sidewalk treatment varies from typical concrete slabs, unit pavers
from curb face to building face and unit paved urban band with
concrete slabs

Cross walk treatments are inconsistent. Some cross walks use
red unit pavers and others are demarcated by painted asphalt

Commercial signage is not compelling and lacks uniformity
Sandwich boards placement is inconsistent between businesses

Several street poles have large unsightly transformer boxes
overhead and accommodate wires

Historlc Downlown &

5. Yonge Promenade

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora
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Streetscape

Needs
Sidewalk

Sidewalk enhancements
Decorative crosswalks
Corner access to commercial centres

Direct access to commercial centres

Increase street & pedestrian lighting

Furnishings

[ g s]

Unified newspaper boxes

Install benches

Increase number of garbage bins

Increase bike parking

Compelling signage - Keep sandwich boards

Unified commercial sighage

Landscaping

EIEE (B 2

Robust landscape in streetscape

Green parking lots

Transition zones between residential & commercial
Seasonal planting

Landscape buffer between road & natural spaces

Buffer edge of parking lot

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora
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Diagram summarizing street needs that were identified in the public workshop





The initial streetscape analysis for Yonge and Wellington Streets was
presented at a stakeholder workshop in March 2012. The presentation
was divided by street type; boulevards, village streets, main streets,
and illustrated sidewalk conditions, lighting types, furniture types as
well as the composition and landscaping for each street type. Following
the presentation, working groups were formed and the analysis was
discussed as well as the needs for each type of streetscape. The
analysis and discussions from the workshop determined the following:

Boulevards

The boulevards include the North and South Yonge Promenade and
the Wellington Promenade. Boulevards are typically wide roadways
with commercial centres, cluttered with commercial signs, overhead
wires and a lack street trees. The streetscape furnishings vary and
are not located strategically throughout the promenade. There are two
types of light standards used within the boulevards which need to be
consolidated into one light standard. The sidewalks are typically 3.0m
wide and have 1.8m grass strips on the curb side and have a small
landscape buffer between the sidewalk and commercial frontage. The
existing landscapes need to be robust and offer seasonality.

Village Streets

Village Streets consist primarily of small scale offices within Victorian
houses as well as small retail centres. These streets typically have
1.5m sidewalks with no street trees. The streetscapes have several
commercial signs, sandwich boards, and temporary advertisement
signage. There is a need for pedestrian lighting, sidewalk improvements,
and compelling landscapes.

Main Streets

The main street is located in the Historic Downtown which is primarily
small scale heritage buildings with plain sidewalks. The sidewalks
are typically 3.2m concrete slabs that accommodate heritage style
pedestrian lighting and small pots for spring and summer planting. The
pedestrian lighting also accommodates hanging baskets. There is a
need to improve the sidewalk conditions, for walkability and to provide
more lighting and year-round landscaping.
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“The Downtown should be
walkable and aesthetically
pleasing.”

“The promenade needs more
lighting and to be pedestrian
friendly.”

o

“Yonge street should have robust
and seasonal street planting”

“Commercial Signage
should be compelling”
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“Sidewalks need to be
uniformed and improved.

%27 We need the promenade

to be walkable”






3. STREETSCAPE RECOMMENDATIONS
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slgevalics

The Yonge and Wellington street promenade needs to enhance sidewalk conditions to encourage
walkability and improve streetscape vitality. Sidewalks need to be safe, comfortable, attractive, and
provide furnishings to encourage people to linger on the street and support businesses.

Sidewalk Principles;

* Accessible to all - sidewalks must be safe and accessible to all users regardless of ability or
age. A continuous unobstructed pathway and sight lines must be provided.

e All-weather access- sidewalks should accommodate shade trees for comfort in the summer,
must be sloped to prevent water collection during rain events, and provide space for snow
storage.

e Vibrancy - sidewalks should provide human scale furnishings and encourage public art, cafes,
patios, benches, trees and compelling signage.

e Easy maintenance - sidewalk materials should be durable and use locally sourced materials
that are easy to replace.

A balanced sidewalk consists of four zones; curb zone, landscaping/furnishing zone, pedestrian zone
and frontage zone. Each zone serves a distinct purpose and works together to create a balanced
and vibrant sidewalk.

Curb zone - The transition zone between roadway and sidewalk. (Typical width 200mm)

Landscaping/furnishing zone - The area between the curb and the pedestrian zone. This zone
accommodates all street furnishing and landscaping elements to ensure that the pedestrian zone is
clear of any obstructions. This zone should also be used to accommodate snow storage.

Elements within this zone should be setback a 600mm (min.) from curb face. The width of this zone
may vary depending on sidewalk widths. For street trees the min. width is 1.8m.

Pedestrian zone - This zone is designed for unobstructed pedestrian movements and is located
between the landscaping/furnishing zone and the frontage zone. The minimum width for the
pedestrian zone is 2.1m., except on residential streets where the sidewalk width is 1.5m. This width
may be greater depending on the context and street type.

Frontage zone - is located between the pedestrian zone and the street wall. The width of this zone
is dependent on the set back on the building. This zone can accommodate cafés, retail displays or
landscaping.

Curb

Landscaping/

Furnishing Zone

Pedestrian Zone

e

R

) S
-

Frontage Zone
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.2 Intersections

Intersections are more than the meeting of two streets; they are where
the vehicular and pedestrian realms converge. It is important that the
intersections are designed to meet the pedestrian needs to promote
walkability and safety. Enhancing visual cues to crosswalks by using
decorative pavers is an effective interface between the vehicular and
pedestrian realm. At major intersections, street furniture may be
provided (ex. transit shelters, garbage bins and wayfinding).

Crosswalk recommendations include;

 crosswalks on main streets and village streets should use heritage
decorative red pavers;

* Main crosswalks on boulevard streets should use decorative gray
pavers to act as gateways. The remainder crosswalks should be
typical zebra pattern.

Village and Main Streets (Existing heritage red Main Streets - Street name embedded into sidewalk at
decorative pavers crosswalk at Yonge and Mosley) intersection

Pedestrian Accesses in commercial centres at intersections;

* Pedestrian accesses should be provided at all major commercial
centres located at intersections;

* The pathway should use unit pavers and provide pedestrian
lighting;

* Pedestrian accesses should be landscaped with shrubs,
evergreens and deciduous trees.

i

Boulevards - Pedestrian access from intersection into commercial centre
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3.

SEWaYS

gateways

Clearly defining gateway sites serves to signal key points of entry
into the Yonge Street Promenade as well as the different character
areas, reinforces area identity, and enhances orientation. While major
gateways are identified at either end of the Yonge Street Promenade,
minor gateways can also be considered at a number of other key entry
points and intersections. Gateways provide opportunities to coordinate
the design of open spaces, landscaping, signage, public art and
architecture so as to create a clear sense of entry into distinct areas.

Primary Gateways

Primary Gateways act as formal entrances into the Yonge Street
Promenade. The principle objective is to generate an integrated street
edge condition that combines landscaping, signage and built form.
Primary Gateways should include the following:

22

» Gateways should be highlighted by landscaping, which should
wrap around the corner and include an identity feature such as a
masonry wall, columns, or digital signage.

* Signage should include the Town name and logo. Colour selection
for the signage should be complimentary to the Town Colours.
Any colour shall be subject to approval from the Town.

* Upgraded paving treatments may be used to create a sense of
entry into the Yonge Street Promenade. These paving treatments
may consist of precast concrete unit pavers, coloured concrete or
a combination of either of these materials.

* Materials such as masonry, natural stone, or steel may be used
to construct an architectural component of the gateway. These
materials should be selected to emphasize the overall design
of the gateway and reflect the distinctive character of the three
street types.

* A mix of coniferous and deciduous trees with low shrubs
arranged in groupings should be planted at all gateways and
main intersections to provided consistent landscape buffers.

Secondary Gateways

Secondary gateways act as formal entrances and transition zones
into distinct character areas. The principle objective is to generate an
integrated street edge condition that combines landscaping, sighage
and built form that compliments the transition between character areas.
Secondary gateways should include the following:

e Landscaping packages should wrap around the corner and
include an identity feature such as a masonry wall or columns.

e Upgraded pavement treatments may be used to create to a sense
of entry into character areas. These pavement treatments may
consist of precast concrete unit pavers, coloured concrete or a
combination of either of these materials.

e Materials such as masonry, natural stone, or steel may be used
to construct an architectural component of the gateway. These
materials should be selected to emphasize the overall design of
the gateway and reflect the distinctive character areas and the
three street types .

e A mix of coniferous and deciduous trees with low shrubs
arranged in groupings should be planted at all gateways and
main intersections to provided consistent landscape buffers.

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora The Planning Partnership

Sculptural Gateway Feature
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4 transition zones

Transition from Boulevard to Village Streets

The transitions between Boulevards and Village Streets are indicated
through the introduction of stand alone pedestrian light poles between
streetlight poles as you enter Village Streets, and decorative red
crosswalks delineating the transition.

The pedestrian light poles will compliment the house form, commercial
buildings and small scale commercial centres. These poles will
accommodate promotional and seasonal banners.

Street trees can be accommodated along Boulevards due to wide
landscaping/furnishings zones that are not common on Village streets.
The change in street types will be identified in the shift of sidewalk
widths and street tree planting locations.

Transition from Village Streets to Main Streets

Landscaping and seasonal planting is the main strategy in creating a
transition zone between Village streets and Main Streets. Two slender
planters clustered around light posts will be introduced on Village Streets
one block outside of the Main Streets to create a formal entrance into
historic Downtown. These light posts will also accommodate hanging
baskets.

The Main Streets would have heritage style pedestrian lighting that also
serves as street lighting and accommodates flower baskets. This is
a strong visual cue for pedestrians and vehicular traffic that they are
entering a unique character area.

Eﬂﬂl .'

DLuEHﬂELE
HOLI 3

The difference in landscaping and the introduction of a stand
alone pedestrian light pole will indicate a shift from Boulevard to
Village Street

24 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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M. Yonge Promenade
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Demonstration Image of transition zone from Village Street to L
Main Street. Slender planter pairs are clustered around street .
light poles one block before the beginning of Main Streets. .
The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan 25

The Town of Aurora






BleollieNaiels

M. Yonge Promanade

Public Streetscape Recommendations Include:
* 3.0m sidewalks to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists;
e Decorative crosswalks;
* Continuous street trees, double row where possible;
* Robust landscaping in boulevard;
* Landscape buffer with masonry pillars and wrought iron fencing between commercial centres and boulevard;
* Unique street and pedestrian lighting;
* Consider street lighting location 0.6m from back of curb face;
* Bury all hydro lines;
* Unique and uniform street furnishings:

* Main crosswalks should use decorative gray pavers to act as gateways. The remaining crosswalks should be
typical zebra pattern.

Private Streetscape Recommendations Include:
* Landscaped pedestrian access into large commercial centres;
* Uniform commercial signage with landscaping at the base;

* Permeable pavers in parking stalls in commercial parking lots;

* Uniform pedestrian lighting.
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Soulevaras

A generous landscape and furnishing zone should be provided to
accommodate large shade trees and act as a buffer from wide roadway
widths. The boulevards often have a green buffer between the back of
the sidewalk and commercial frontage which provides an opportunity
for unique robust landscaping.

The pedestrian clearway is 3.1m wide to accommodate pedestrians and
cyclists. The clearway has a continuous double row of when allows,
which creates a sense of grandeur when entering the promenade.

Within the frontage zone dense landscaping and brick pillars are
encouraged to create a thick buffer adjacent to the commercial centres.

Boulevard with green buffer frontage with
1.8m wide landscaping/furnishing zone

roadway 1.8m (min.) 3.0m vaires
landscape/ pedestrian landscape
furnishing zone frontage

zone

0.4m edge zone

(multi-trail)

Typical width 7.2m

Boulevard with continuous double
row of street trees

28 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Boulevard with Commercial frontage with
less than 1.8m landscaping/furnishing zone.

e zone

roadway om varies

1. 3.0m
3| planting/| Pedestrian | frontage
£|furnishing| zone

20N 1 (multi-trail)

Varies

Boulevard Street with commercial
frontage - unit paver strip is used
when width cannot accommodate

trees





*Source “YRT Street furniture Clearscape system”

Boulevard furniture and landscaping organization;

* VIVA streetscape furniture typology. (VIVA transit has several
street furniture standards for transit stops that are dependent
on sidewalk widths and surrounding context. All transit stops
should be updated to VIVA standards.)

* The benches, litter/recycling receptacles and newspaper
corrals should be clustered around transit stops and located at
pedestrian access points into commercial centres;

Newspaper corral Multi-publication Bike ring Park bench Litter/Recycling

e Street trees should be introduced in the landscaping/furniture structure receptacle
zone where sidewalk widths permit;

» Street light standards should use the existing Wellington street
light standard and include a pedestrian light armature. Existing
poles should be relocated to the edge of the curb;

e All street poles should accommodate banners, except in
residential areas;

* Pedestrian light standards should be installed between existing
street light poles; and;

e« New gateway elements should be introduced at primary —_—

gateways.

- TR TRAKSIT STOF POST
i BENCH (180w & 0 58m)
- WASTE/RECVLING B

{1.50m x 0.8

ACCESSIBALITY DLEARANGE AREA
(200w X 2. 450

NTS. - COMCRTTE PAD

Demonstration plan of transit stop (1mx7m)
*Source “YRT Co-ordinated Street Furniture Urban Design Guidelines”
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Soulevaras

The Wellington light standard that is used on Wellington Street should replace the existing Acorn light standard on Yonge Street and a
pedestrian light armature should be introduced. Street trees should be planted within the landscaping/furnishing zone and be offset
2.5m from street poles and have a 5.0m (max.) spacing on tree centre. For future considerations, all hydro lines should be buried.

All street lights should use LED lighting in an effort to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions.

2.5m 5.0m (max) 5.0m (max) 5.0m (max) | 2.5m
Tree Spacing Tree Spacing Tree Spacing
Wellington street light standard with
proposed pedestrian light armature.
30 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Soulevaras

This section is organized to outline the existing conditions, as well as the
potential strategies for streetscape improvements within the Boulevard
Character areas.

As each character area is not uniform throughout, the following
recommendations are applied to a number of typical typologies for
each character area.

The Boulevard has Existing Conditions as well as Demonstration
Conditions for:

Typology 1: Adjacent to Commercial Centre and Parkland;
Typology 2: Adjacent to Commercial Centre; and
Typology 3: Adjacent to Parking Lots.

For each of these typical Boulevard Typologies, a different
recommendation has been made. These recommendations are based
on the feedback gathered through the public consultation process and
close collaboration with Town staff.
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Adjacent to Commercial Centre and Parkland

Low density vegetated buffer with

shrubs

——— Street trees

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Street light
Stone masonry and wrought iron fencing

Trees in planting islands
in parking lots

1.5m concrete sidewalk






concept

(1%

T

Permeable pavers in parking stalls
Medium vegetation buffer with shrubs

Continuous street trees

Pedestrian light standards
Unit paver pedestrian access
in parking lots

Wellington street light standard
with pedestrian armature and banner

3.0m concrete sidewalk

Parking lot trees

Trees in planting islands in parking lots

3.0m concrete sidewalk
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Adjacent to Commercial Centre and Parkland

34

Commercial center with parking lot frontage

36.0 ROW

Public parkland

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora

The Planning Partnership

‘ ‘ 35 ‘ 35 ‘ ‘ 35 | 35 ‘ 35 ‘ ‘
travel [travel| 35 [turn |travel|travel
1.5m di ane 1.5m
sidewalk median sidewalk
Varies 5.8m 21.0m roadway 9.2m.
parking lot buffer pedestrian pedestrian
with masonry pillars realm realm

and iron fence
and street trees






concept

Commercial center with parking lot frontage 36.0 ROW Public parkland
1.8m 3.8m 2.4m
planting/ planting/  planting/
. . . furnishing furnishing furnishing
Dimension varies zon zone gone
parking lot buffer I I |
with masonr pillars 35 | 35 35 | 35 | 35
and iron fence travel | travel turn | travel | travel
3.0m 3.5 3.0m
and street trees sidewalk planted lane sidewalk
median
5.8m 21.0m roadway 9.2m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm
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Adjacent to Commercial Centre

Medium density vegetation buffer

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Street light

Stone masonry and wrought iron fencing

1.5m concrete sidewalk
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concept

Stone masonry and wrought iron fencing

Street trees

Parking lot trees

3.0m concrete sidewalk

3.0m concrete sidewalk

IU?H pavers pedestrian access in parking
o

Pedestrian lighting in parking lot

Permeable pavers in parking stalls

f Wellington street light standard with
pedestrian armature and banner

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan 37
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Adjacent to Commercial Centre

©
ED
@
=
=
@

Parking lot

Commercial center frontage

LLILI

o 1l
=]

& &

36.0 ROW

Parking lot frontage

38
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1.5m

35 | 35 35 | 35
travel |travel | 3 5 |travel|travel

1.5m

. median .
sidewalk sidewalk
7.2m 17.5m roadway 11.3m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm






concept

Parking lot Commercial center frontage 36.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
15m 2.0m 1.8m 4_4
planting/ planting/ planting/  plantingf
furnjishing furnishing furnishing  furnishing
Zone zone zone zone
3.5 3.5 35 35 3.5
3.0m travel | travel ?naeig?:g travel | travel 3.0m
sidewalk sidewalk
6.5m 19m roadway 9.2m
pedestrian pedestrian

realm realm

long té'm vision
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Parking lot frontage on both sides of the street

40

eXIsting
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Street trees

3.0m concrete sidewalk

Commercial Sign

Street light






3.0m concrete sidewalk

Commercial sign with
landscape buffer

LI

(Hh—
; Stone masonry and
‘ iron fencing

Unit pavers urban band

3.0m concrete sidewalk

Permeable pavers in
parking stalls

Wellington street light standard
with pedestrian armature
and banner

Street trees

B : [
il

:I‘
!

Permeable pavers in
parking stalls
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eXIsting

ap
-_—
Parking lot frontage 36.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
35 | 3. 35 | 35
travel [travel | 3 5 |travel|travel

3.0m median 3.0m
sidewalk sidewalk

6.5m 17.5m roadway 12.0m
pedestrian pedestrian

realm realm

Parking lot frontage on both sides of the street
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concept

Parking lot frontage 36.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
2.5m 5.5m
?aZtslr:n / planting/ planting/
o h'g furnishing furnishing
Y ”z‘:;sn éng zone zone
3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 35
travel | travel |painted| travel | travel
3.0m median 3.0m
sidewalk sidewalk
75m 17.5m roadway 11.0m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm
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Village strects

age Streets

M. Yonge Promanade

Public Streetscape Recommendations Include:
* 2.1m sidewalks on Yonge street and 1.5m sidewalks on residential areas on Wellington street;
e Decorative crosswalks;
* Continuous street trees, double row where possible;

» Unit paver band between sidewalk and curb when space is too narrow for landscaping;

* Robust rain garden between sidewalk and curb in residential areas; ' .-_:;-5'.‘-"3'"'_.";
T "

* Robust landscaping in boulevard; |

* Landscape buffer with masonry pillars and wrought iron fencing between commercial centres and boulevard; v l | l age S (reets
* Unique street and pedestrian lighting;

» Consider street lighting location 0.6m from back of curb face;

* Unique and uniform street furnishings;

» Crosswalks should use heritage decorative red pavers.

Private Streetscape Recommendations Include:
* Landscaped pedestrian access into large commercial centres;
* Uniform commercial signage with landscaping at the base of signage;
* Permeable pavers in parking stalls in commercial parking lots;

* Uniform pedestrian lighting.
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3.6. fatk Zones

Village streets landscape and furnishing zones vary in width depending
on the typology. Where possible, typically adjacent to residential
properties, there is sufficient space to plant a single row of trees.
Where there is not enough width between the road and sidewalk to
accommodate a tree, a unit paver strip is used. The Village Streets
often have a green buffer between the back of the sidewalk and frontage
which provides an opportunity for some form of landscaping whether
that be robust buffer planting to buffer an adjacent parking area, or
simple planters added to soften and add character to the front of retail.

The majority of the Village streets have similar land uses with small
commercial centres with parking lot frontages and Victorian homes that
are used for office buildings.

The sidewalk zones of these street types vary depending on the context
and sidewalk widths.

46 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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lllzage sireets

Village Street with Commercial frontage

roadway 0.75m 2.1m varies
3| planting/ | Pedestrian | frontage
furnlshlng zone

zone

0.4m edge zone

Typ. 3.2m

Village Street with commercial frontage
- unit paver strip is used when width
cannot accommodate trees

roadway 1.8m (min. 1.5m varies
|ar?dséap|/in)g/ Pedestrian | Residential
furnishing zone zone

zone

0.4m edge zone

Typical width 3.4m

Rain garden in residential neighbourhood





3.6.2 Furniture Typology

*Source “YRT Street furniture Clearscape system”

Village streets furniture and landscaping organization;

e VIVA streetscape furniture typology. (VIVA transit has several
street furniture organization at transit stops that are dependent
on sidewalk widths and surrounding context. All transit stops
should be updated to VIVA standards.);

* The benches, litter/recycling receptacles and newspaper
corrals should be clustered around transit stops and located at
pedestrian access points into commercial centres;

» Street trees will be introduced in the landscaping/furniture zone
where sidewalk widths permit;

Newspaper corral Multi-publication Bike ring Park bench Litter/Recycling

* Rain gardens should be encouraged in the residential areas; structure receptacle

e Street light standards should use the existing Wellington street
light standard and include pedestrian light armature. Existing
poles should be relocated to edge of curb;

e All street poles should accommodate banners, except in
residential areas; and;

* Pedestrian light standards should be installed between the
existing street light poles.

LEGIND

- TR TRAKSIT STOF POST
i BENCH (180w & 0 58m)
- WASTE/RECVLING B

{1.50m x 0.8

.
| ACCISSIBLITY CLEARANCE AREA
1 pa00m X 2.40m)
L}
&

NTS. - COMCRTTE PAD

Demonstration plan of transit stop (1mx7m)
*Source “YRT Co-ordinated Street Furniture Urban Design Guidelines”
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llzage sireets

3.6.3 Furnittre Spacing Rhythm

The two existing light standards that are used through the Village streets should be consolidated into the Wellington light standard. A
pedestrian armature, reflective of the Wellington standard, should be introduced onto all street poles. A stand alone pedestrian light
pole should be introduced between two street lights. Street trees should be introduced within the landscaping/furnishing zone, be
offset 2.5m from street poles and have a 5.0m (max.) spacing.

The Town should replace old light standards with LED lighting in an effort to reduce energy use and greenhouse gas emissions.

2.5m 5.0m (max) 2.5m 2.5m 5.0m (max) 2.5m
Tree Spacing Tree Spacing
48 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Existing Wellington street light standard
with proposed pedestrian light armature.





3.5.4 Village Street Typologies

This section is organized to outline the existing conditions, as well as
the potential strategies for streetscape improvements within the Village
Streets Character Areas.

As each character area is not uniform throughout, the following
recommendations are applied to a number of typical typologies for
each character area.

TheVillage Streets have Existing Conditions as well as Demonstration
Conditions for:

Typology 1: Adjacent to small commercial buildings and surface
parking;

Typology 2: Residential Adjacency; and,

Typology 3: Retaining Wall.

For each of these typical Village Streets Typologies, a different
recommendation has been made. These recommendations are based
on the feedback gathered through the public consultation process and
close collaboration with Town staff.

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora
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Low density vegetation buffer

- e e EEes=

Commercial sign

IJ

RERRNN

Small commercial sign

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Acorn street light standard
with transformer

o

Village Street Typology 1

Adjacent to small commercial building and surface parking

Asphalt strip

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Asphalt strip
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concept

Pedestrian light standard

Masonry pillars with wrought iron fence

Medium density vegetation buffer

Commercial sign with planting bed

Permeable pavers in parking stalls

Wellington street light standard
with pedestrian armature and banner

2.1m concrete sidewalk

Small commercial sign with
planting bed

Commercial sign with planting bed

2.1m concrete sidewalk

Unit paver strip

]
]
[]
]
]
]
]
]
B
i
..
:
]
;A
1]
[
]
]
]
[
]
]
]
]
[
.
h
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
. ]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
]
|
L ]
i ]
]
]
bt (]
—
]
]
1
]
[]
]
]
]
]
[
]
]
]
]
]
[]
]
]

0
_|
T
m
I
_|
%
Q,
>
o
m
By
m
@
O
<
<
M
Z
=
-
@,
Z
@

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan 51
The Town of Aurora






Commercial frontage with

Village Street Typology 1

Adjacent to small commercial building and surface parking

52 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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landscaped yards 20.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
1.15m 0.75m 0.75m 0.95m
planted| asphalt asphalt planted
strip strip strip strip
‘ 335|335 | 335/ 3.35 ‘
travel | travel | travel | travel
1.5m 1.5m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.4m 13.4m roadway 3.2m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm






concepl
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Commercial frontage with
landscaped yards 20.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
1.15m 0.75m 0.75m 0.95m
planted| unit paver unit paver |planted
strip strip strip strip
‘ 3.35(3.35 | 3.35| 3.35 ‘ ‘
travel | travel | travel | travel
21m 2.1m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.4m 13.4m roadway 3.2m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm

T .

long term vision
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Residential Adjacency
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concept

b

Rain garden

Private driveway

Continuous street trees with dense rain garden

Wellington street light standard with pedestrian
light

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Transformer box camouflaged by rain gardens
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Village Street Typology 2

Residential Adjacency

56

eXIsting

Private Residence 20.0 ROW Private Residence
0.7m 1.0m 1.0m 0.9m
planting planting planting planting
strip strip strip strip
3.35 | 83.35 | 3.35 | 3.35
travel | travel | travel |travel
1.5m 1.5m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.2m 13.4m roadway 3.4m
pedestrian pedestrian

realm

realm
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concepl

Private Residence 20.0 ROW Private Residence
1.0m 1.0m
0.7m dense dense 0.9m
planting planting planting planting
strip strip strip strip
‘ 3.35 | 3.35 | 3.35 | 3.35 ‘ ‘
travel | travel | travel |travel
1.5m 1.5m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.2m 13.4m roadway 3.4m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm
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— 3 1.5 concrete sidewalk
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ﬁ‘ : Concrete retaining wall
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U) : Asphalt strip
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> 5 3 Retaining wall
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concept

Wellington Street
light standard with
pedestrian light

Green retaining
wall

Unit paver strip

Concrete sidewalk
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Reta

Private Residence 20.0 ROW Institution
0.95 0.75m 0.75m 1.15
planting asphalt asphalt planting
strip with strip strip strip with
retaining retaining
wall ‘ ‘ 335 | 335 | 3.35 335 ‘ wall

travel | travel | travel |travel
1.5m 1.5m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.2m 13.4m roadway 3.4m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm

Village Street Typology 3

re ' ,."
. "1-;1-1”"“ ?

60 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora The Planning Partnership





concept

Private Residence 20.0 ROW Institution
0.95 0.75m 0.75m 1.15
planting asphalt asphalt planting
strip with strip strip strip with
retaining retaining
wall ‘ 335 | 335 | 335 |3.35 ‘ wall

travel | travel | travel |travel
2.1m 2.1m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.2m 13.4m roadway 3.4m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm
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Main streets

Public Streetscape Recommendations Include:

M. Yonge Promanade

* Unit paved sidewalks that extend to building face;

e Decorative crosswalks;

e Continuous street trees when space allows (typically when there is a building setback);

* Continuous row of year round slender planters when sidewalks can not accommodate street trees;
* Year-round hanging baskets on pedestrian poles;

* Unique street and pedestrian lighting;

* Seasonal lighting;

* Unique and uniform street furnishings;

» Crosswalks should use heritage decorative red pavers.

Private Streetscape Recommendations Include:
* Uniform commercial signage with landscaping at the base of signage;
* Uniform commercial awnings on commercial buildings;

* Permeable pavers in parking stalls in commercial parking lots.
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Mein,sireets

The sidewalks on the main streets in historic downtown are typically

narrow concrete sidewalks with heritage pedestrian lighting and little or

no frontage zones. The frontage zone is characterized by heritage brick Main street and slender planter Main street and street tree with modest building setback
retail building facades.

The sidewalks should be upgraded using heritage brick style pavers that
extend from the curb zone to building face. A family of black heritage
style furniture of benches, lighting, hanging baskets, slender planters
and tree grates should be introduced into the landscaping/furnishing
zone. Street trees can only be introduced when there is a modest
building setback and the pedestrian zone can borrow some space from
the frontage zone. The minimum space required for street trees is 1.8m.

roadway 1.0m (min.) 2.1m varies roadway
landscape/ pedestrian | frontage
furnishing zone

zone

1.8m (min.)

landscape/

furnishing
zone

2.1m varies
pedestrian frontag
zone

0.4m edge zone
0.4m edge zone
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3.7.2 Furniture Typology

Main streets furniture typology;
* Uniform black heritage inspired streetscape furniture;
e Benches should be spaced 10.0m (maximum) apart;

* Litter/recycling receptacles should be located at all intersections
at opposite corners;

* Narrow slender black steel planters should be located along the
street. The planters should be spaced 5.0m (maximum) apart;

* Street tress should be installed when there is a building setback
and the pedestrian zone can borrow space from the frontage
zone. Street trees should be spaced 5.0m apart (maximum).
A black heritage style tree grate and guard should be installed
with tree planting;

e Pedestrian lighting should accommodate banners and flower
baskets; and;

* Black bike rings that can clamp onto posts should be installed
on all pedestrian lighting to maximize sidewalk space and
provide adequate bike parking.

Hanging baskets

Bike ring installed on existing poles

Black Litter and Recycling Unit Existing heritage pedestrian light
standard

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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M@urmture@ﬁgﬁg

Currently the existing pedestrian lights are spaced 20.0m apart. Within the 20.0m space
between the pedestrian lights a rhythm of bike rings, slender planters and heritage style
benches should be installed. Bike rings should be installed on the pedestrian light poles.
Between each lamp post slender planters and heritage style benches should be installed
where sidewalk widths allow.

%@thm

! BikeRing/I | Sten

der Planter |

I Heritage

! 3.0m

| Slender Planter |

| Slender Planter |

| 3.0m

2.75m 3.0m 2.75m ! Bike Ring/ ! 2.75m 3.0m ! Heritage ! Slender Planter ! 2.75m ! Bike Ring/ |
Parking or Street Tree Style Bench or Street Tree Parking or Street Tree Style Bench or Street Tree Parking
2.0m 2.5m 1.5m 2.5m 2.0m 2.5m 1.5m 2.5m 2.0m
I 20.0m I 20.0m I
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3.7.4 Main Street Typologies

This section is organized to outline the existing conditions, as well as
the potential strategies for streetscape improvements within the Main
Street Character Areas.

As each character area is not uniform throughout, the following
recommendations are applied to a number of typical typologies for
each character area.

The Main Streets have Existing Conditions as well as Demonstration
Conditions for:

Typology 1: Setback Retail frontage with buffered parking;
Typology 2: Setback Retail with parking frontage; and
Typology 3: Zero setback.

For each of these typical Main Streets Typologies, a different
recommendation has been made. These recommendations are based
on the feedback gathered through the public consultation process and
close collaboration with Town staff.

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora
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Main Street Typology 1

Setback retail frontage with buffered parking

68
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Commercial sign

Unit paver sidewalk treatment

Heritage pedestrian light standard

Low density vegetation buffer

Granular private driveway

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Asphalt strip

Acorn street light standard

The Planning Partnership

1.5m concrete sidewalk

Asphalt strip

Small planting pot






concept

Commercial sign with
landscaping

Sidewalk treatment extended
to building face
Unit paver sidewalk treatment

Heritage pedestrian
light standard

Medium density parking
lot vegetated buffer with shrubs

Street trees

Permeable pavers in
parking stalls

Private driveway with
unit pavers

Medium density vegetation buffer

Street trees

Acorn street light standard
with pedestrian light relocated
to curb edge standard

Heritage pedestrian
light standard

Unit paver sidewalk treatment

Medium planting pot
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concept

Main Street Typology 1

Setback retail frontage with buffered parking

etail with
) setback 20.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
Retail with 20.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
3 1.8m 1.0m
setback furnishing/ furnishing
planting planting
zone zone
‘ ‘ 3.35 L3.35 3.35 L3.35 ‘ ‘
travelftravel [traveltravel ‘ 3.35 [3.35 | 3.35 [3.35
1.5m 1.5m 2.1m park/ |travel | travel Ipark/ | | 1h,
sidewalk sidewalk sidewalk |travel travel | sigewalk
3.4m 13.4m roadway 3.2m
pedestrian pedestrian 3.4m 13.4m roadway 3.2m
realm realm pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm
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Main Street Typology 2

Setback retail frontage with non- buffered parking

72

eXIsting

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora
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The Planning Partnership

Parking lot

Asphalt strip

Heritage pedestrian
light standard

Commercial sign

Landscaped
mid-block connection

Unit paver sidewalk
treatment

Heritage pedestrian
light standard






concept

Heritage pedestrian
light standard

Unit paver sidewalk
treatment

Sidewalk treatment
extended to building face

Medium density vegetation buffer

Permeable pavers in parking stalls
Commercial sign
with landscaping

Mid-block connection

Narrow planters

Street trees

Heritage pedestrian
light standard
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Main Street Typology 2

Setback retail frontage with non- buffered parking

\

Retail with | 20.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
setback
‘ 3.35 L3.35 3.35 L3.35 ‘ ‘
travelitravel [traveltravel
1.5m 1.5m
sidewalk sidewalk
3.4m 3.2m
pedestrian 13.4m roadway pedestrian
realm realm
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Retail with _
setback 20.0 ROW Parking lot frontage
1.8m 1.0m
furnishing/ furnishing/
planting planting
zone zone
‘ 3.35[3.35 | 3.35| 3.35
park/ |travel | travel | park/
2{1m travel travel| 2.2m
sidewalk sidewalk
< >
3.4m 13.4m roadway 3.2m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm






concepl

long term vision
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EXISTInNg

Zero Setback

3.2m concrete sidewalk

Traffic sign

Heritage pedestrian light
standard

Traffic sign

Main Street Typology 3

Heritage pedestrian light
standard
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Conecept

Unit paver sidewalk treatment

Heritage bench

Narrow planter

Heritage pedestrian light
standard with bike ring

Sidewalk treatment extended to
building face

Paver sidewalk treatment
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EXISTInNg

Zero Setback

Retail>< 20.0 ROW Retail

3.35 L3.35
traveltravel

3.35 L3.35
traveltravel

Main Street Typology 3
=
-

3.4m 3.2m
pedestrian 13.4m roadway pedestrian

realm realm |

78 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora The Planning Partnership





Conecep

h

.

Retalil
with sm. _
setbackl< 20.0 ROW Retail
1.0m 1.0m
furnishing/ furnishing/
planting planting
zone zone
3.35 |3.35 | 3.35 |3.35
o am! | park/ [travel | travel [park/ | [0 o
sjdewalk | travel travel | sidewalk
3.4m 13.4m roadway 3.2m
pedestrian pedestrian
realm realm

long term vision
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% . uSIGNAGE GUIDELINES

4.0 Signhag (?Ai/delines





Slonage

Commercial signage plays an important role in the
overall image of any shopping area. Signs should be
consistent with the Town of Aurora sign by-law and
contribute to the quality of individual buildings and the
overall streetscape.

* All signage should conform with by-laws and
regulations.

* Commercial signage should not overwhelm the
building and/or the storefront.

e Back lit illuminated rectangular sign boxes are
discouraged.

* To minimize visual clutter, signage should be
integrated into the design of building facades
wherever possible, through placement within
architectural bays and friezes.

* Signage should not obscure windows, cornices
or other architectural elements.

* Large freestanding signs, roof signs, and large-
scale advertising such as billboards, should be
discouraged.

e Highly animated and illuminated digital signage
should not be permitted where residential uses
can be impacted

* The maximum signage area for storefront signs
should be no more than 25% of the business
storefront or 20% of window area.

 Signage should aid pedestrians and drivers in
navigating the area, especially at night.

* Signs should be well maintained and constructed
using high quality materials.

e |
]

| —
r—
RAMFET 5]

BANNERS

large sign area

typically set in a
landscape context

usually lit

usually the principle sign
for a business

often has a corporate
logo

82 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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e typically businesses
are in a plaza

e typically setin a
landscape context

e sometimes lit
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PYLON GROUND TENANT BILLBOARD
DIRECTORY
one or two posts * fixed to the ground * used to identify sign which advertises
elevated above grade, * typically at or below multi tenant goods, products, services
above eye level eye level bun(_:imgs and or facilities
businesses

sometimes in locations
not associated with the
business

two posts

elevated above grade
large sign area
sometimes lit

above eye level

sign composed of
lightweight, flexible
material such as cloth,
plastic, canvas

mounted on brackets and
affixed to utility poles

typically event specific





suILDING MounTED

MOVABLE SIGNS

TORE SIGHAGE

WALL SIGN

PLAQUE

PROJECTING/
HANGING

e printed or painted
on, or attached
to an awning or
canopy above a
business door or
window

e oriented to
pedestrians from
the opposite side of
the street

* mounted flush and fixed
securely to a building wall
facing the street

¢ does not extend beyond
the frontage for the
business

e sometimes back lit

* typically the main
identification sign for a
building

¢ sign affixed to the
building wall

e not part of the typical
sign band

e above eye level

e typically secondary to a
wall or awning sign

* affixed at the right gable to the
face of a building

e typically secondary to a wall
sign

A-FRAME

MOBILE
BILLBOARD

¢ stand on their own

e typically located on public
property, but in front of
the associated business

e typically below eye level

¢ no fixed foundation

¢ not permanently attached
to a building

* large sign area

e intended to provide
temporary signage for a
business at its location
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o E N.Yonge Promenade
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> =
FREE STANDING Pylon
Ground Sign v v X
Billboard v v X
Tenant Directory v X X
v v x

BUILDING MOUNTED

_ Awning \/ \/ \/
Wall Sign v v v
Plaque \/ \/ \/
Projecting/Hanging v v v

MOVEABLE
A-frame

X v v
Mobile Billboard v X X
BANNER
Banner \/ \/ \/
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Free Standing Signage

General Guidelines

Size &
Sign Area

Material &
Colour

Lighting

Landscape
Context

Special
Conditions

Maximum sign area
to be determined
based on a review of
specific conditions of
the context:

e |ot frontage

¢ separation from
adjacent buildings

¢ width of the right-
of-way

¢ landscape
conditions

¢ setback from
roadway

* Generally, the sign
should fit within an
imaginary rectangle
of 6m x 2.4m

e Signs should be
professionally
constructed
using high quality
materials such
as stone, wood
and other natural
products

* Colours and
lettering style
should complement
the building facade

* Modifications to
corporate logos
may be required to
ensure appropriate
scale

¢ Light source must
be directed to sign
such that it does
not shine into
adjacent property
or cause glare
for motorists and
pedestrians

e Lighting must be
dark sky compliant

e Sign must be
located within a
landscape setting
that is integrated
with the landscape
of the site

¢ No moving text or
moveable portions
of the sign are
allowed

* No flashing lights

* Changeable
message would
comprise up to
25% of sign

e Changeable
message
maximum every 10
seconds

¢ Third party signs
are prohibited

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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SpeCiﬁC Guidelines Size & Location on
by Type | Sign Area Material & Colour | Building/Site Examples of Free-Standing Signs
No more than one pylon sign per lot. Where a number of lots are developed * No internally lit * Set back from
PYLON in a manner so as to function as a single development, only one pylon sign elements on edge of the ROW

o

6m

/f"g‘#

A

shall be permitted.

Size must be proportionate to the lot frontage and width of ROW, so as not to
clutter or dominate the streetscape character, especially in urban areas.

Generally, signs will be lower/smaller on smaller frontages with closely spaced
buildings and narrower ROWs.

A changeable message is a minor component of the sign. Maximum 25% of
the area of the sign face may contain a changeable message.

Sign should fit within an imaginary rectangle of 6m x 2.4m.

Arterial Commercial
roads

depends on size of
sign

e Generally the sign
is to be set back a
dimension that is
half the height of
the sign

GROUND SIGN

Sign should fit within an imaginary rectangle of 3.6m x 1.8m (6.5m2)
maximum.

¢ Design and
materials should
complement
buildings

e Materials should
reflect natural
character (e.g.,
granite)

¢ Could be located
with 3m of the edge
of the ROW

TENANT
DIRECTORY

Lo r..\..,._.ll

11

11

/

-

One tenant directory sign per property.

Individual tenant sign panels should be uniform in size. The major tenant or
name of the Centre may be more prominent.

Sign panels should be limited in size to the width of the architectural support
elements of the sign with wide spacing between to clearly distinguish
individual signs.

Where a number of lots are developed in a manner so as to function as a
single development, only one sign shall be permitted.

Tenant directory sign should be considered within the context of a sign
strategy for the development.

* Sign structure
should be designed
to incorporate
details, materials
and colours of the
associated building
within a landscape
context

e Set back 6m from
edge of ROW

BILLBOARD

86

One per property

Maximum sign area is 6m?

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan

The Town of Aurora
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* One billboard per
kilometre

e |ocated on vacant
lands zoned
for industrial or
commercial or
vacant lands
exceeding 25 ha

e Located at least 3m
from the edge of the
ROW






Building Mounted Signs e

General Guidelines

Size & Material & o Landscape Special
Sign Area Colour Lighting Context Conditions
 Size of the * Signs should be e Internally lit signs N/A * The historic

sign must not
overwhelm the
facade of the
building

professionally
constructed

using high quality
materials

* Colours and
lettering style
should complement
the building facade

* Modifications to
corporate logos
may be required to
ensure appropriate
scale

are not permitted.
Light source must
be directed to sign
such that it does
not shine into
adjacent property
or cause glare

for motorists and
pedestrians

* No flashing,

pulsating or moving
lights

e Lighting must be

dark sky compliant

* Back light is

acceptable

core of Aurora

is recognized
for its building
character. Care
should be taken
not to cover or
interfere with the
design elements
that contribute
to a building’s
character such as
windows, doors
and cornices

¢ Fonts and colours
should reflect the
historic character
of historic
Downton

* Roof mounted
signs must be
located on an
integral part of the
building (e.g. a
dormer)

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Specific Guidelines
by Type

Size &
Sign Area

Location on
Building/Site

Special Considerations

Examples of Building Mounted Signs

AWNING

g

e Minimum height is 2.4m
above the sidewalk

¢ Sign lettering and/or logo
not to exceed 30% of the
total face of the awning.

e Located to project over

the individual door and/or

window

* Should not obscure
neighbouring signs

e Could be retractable or permanent

* Colour of awning to compliment the
character of the area

* Approval of road authority required
if awning sign will project over road
allowance

WALL SIGN

i gy
o

* Not to exceed 25% of the
business facade (A)

e May project from building
face a maximum of 30 cm

¢ | ocated on the fascia
uninterrupted by door/
window

* Raised lettering should be considered in
historic Downtown

* Location should be coordinated with signs
on the adjacent buildings on Main Street.
Visual continuity for an entire block face
can be achieved through sensitive design
and alignment of various signs

» Raised letters could be affixed directly to
the fagade, without being on a backing.

» Externally lit or back lit only

PLAQUE

=

Maximum sign area is 15%
of the wall (A)

Sign structure should be
subordinate to wall sign

* Locate plaque on upper
storey above the ground
floor business

* Should complement wall sign

PROJECTING/
HANGING

'y l

e Maximum sign area is
0.3m?2

e Can project up to 1m,
as long as 1.5 m of
unobstructed sidewalk
space is protected for

* Sign located a minimum
2.4 m if above sidewalk

* Mounting hardware
should be attractive and
an integral part of the
sign

88 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Externally lit only

No A-frame signs permitted for businesses
with a projecting sign / hanging sign

May be mounted on a standard dedicated
for this purpose
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Movable Signs

General Guidelines

Size & Material & o Landscape Special
Sign Area Colour Lighting Context Conditions
* Fixed freestanding | ¢ Contrast to building | ¢ No lighting N/A * No lights

or building-mounted
signs should be

the main sign.
Moveable signs

are not substitutes
for permanent
identification signs.

and sidewalk

* No moving parts

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Specific Guidelines | Size & Location on Special
by Type | Sign Area Building/Site Considerations Material & Colour Examples of Moveable Signs
A-FRAME Maximum height * One per business | ¢ Must be moved * Signs should be

R

0.9m, maximum
width 0.6m

Should have two
sign faces

located immediately
adjacent to the
building wall

e |ocated in the

landscaping
furnishing zone
ensuring 2.1m
of unobstructed
sidewalk space

inside after
business hours

¢ Must be protected
against movement
by wind

professionally
constructed

using high quality
materials

MOVABLE Maximum sign area | * Located on site of | ¢ Located on a site of | ¢ White, or light tone,
BILLBOARD is 6.5 m2 business business for up to letters on a black
one week and not background or
No greater than more than a total of black letters on a
1.5m high two weeks per year white background
* No fluorescent
signs or lettering
* No lights or moving
parts
90 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Banner Signs

General Guidelines

Size & Material & o Landscape Special
Sign Area Colour Lighting Context Conditions
* Minimum height * Bold colours and * No lighting N/A * Must be firmly

above ground of
2.5m for clearance
of pedestrians

e Two sign faces

high contrast

* Preferably can be
read from both
sides

e Strong, durable
materials such
as vinyl and
appropriate fabrics

attached and
present no public
danger in windy
conditions

e Reserved for
public authority,
agency or special
events

e Placement of
special events
banners are not to
exceed 2 weeks,
every 6 months.

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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8. IMPLEMENTATION

c

5.0 Implementati





5.0 Implementation

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan report proposes
several streetscape recommendations to guide the long term and incremental renewal of
the Promenade. Improving the streetscape is essential to the pursuit of a more pedestrian
and cyclist friendly environment to support and leverage economic development along
the length of the corridor.

Long term recommendations should be scheduled in coordination with capital projects,
private development and utility upgrades to ensure efficient cost sharing. These
recommendations include sidewalk resurfacing, the burying of utility wires and the street
pole upgrades. The implementation summary chart identifies all recommendations that
should be coordinated with capital works.

Short term recommendations include streetscape beautification initiatives that can be
rolled out immediately as funds become available.

Each streetscape recommendation is prioritized from low, to medium to high. The ranking
was decided through evaluating the implementation ease of each recommendation, cost
to benefit ratio and eventual pedestrian realm impact. For example, implementing hanging
baskets on street poles is ranked as a high priority due to the ease of implementation and
quick aesthetic impact.

3 The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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Top Five Streetscape Recommendations

Boulevards

1.

Plant shade street trees in 1.8m wide or more
landscaping/furnishing zones with 6m spacing on
centre.

Increase commercial landscape buffer between
pedestrian zone and commercial frontages with dense
planting and low maintenance shrubs.

Develop and install promenade, seasonal and event
banners on all street poles.

Roll out consolidated VIVA street furnishings in
appropriate locations (transit shelters and pedestrian
access points into commercial centres).

All large commercial signage should be unified and
have dense landscaping at base of sign.

Village Streets

1.

Plant shade street trees in 1.8m wide or more
landscaping/furnishing zones with 6m spacing on
centre.

. Increase commercial landscape buffer between

pedestrian zone and commercial frontages with dense
planting and low maintenance shrubs.

Develop and install promenade, seasonal and event
banners on all street poles.

Roll out consolidated VIVA street furnishings in
appropriate locations (transit shelters and pedestrian
access points into commercial centres).

All large commercial signage should be unified and
have dense landscaping at base of sign.

Main Streets

1.

Implement year round hanging baskets on all pedestrian
light poles for year-round landscaping.

Install long narrow planters for year-round landscaping
where sidewalk widths cannot accommodate street
trees. (6m spacing)

Plant street trees with 5m spacing (max.) when there
is adequate setback for the pedestrian zone to borrow
sidewalk width from frontage zone. Trees should be
planted with heritage style tree grate and tree guard.

Install heritage style furniture throughout the street
based on the furniture rhythm recommendations

Relocate traffic signs from rebar poles onto street poles
where possible.
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S OUCVECS.

1. RECOMMENDATION Provide masonry pillars and iron fencing in all commercial landscape buffers between the
pedestrian zone and commercial frontages.

2. RECOMMENDATION Increase commercial landscape buffer between pedestrian zone and commercial frontages
with dense planting and low maintenance shrubs.

3. RECOMMENDATION When landscaping/furnishing zone is less than 0.75m install unit paver band between curb
and pedestrian zone.

4. RECOMMENDATION Plant shade street trees in 1.8m wide or more landscaping/furnishing zones with 6m
spacing on centre.

5. RECOMMENDATION Bury all hydro lines and replace street lights with LED Wellington light standard and pedestrian
light armature (20m spacing on centre).

6. RECOMMENDATION Develop and install promenade, seasonal and event banners on all street poles.

7. RECOMMENDATION Expand all sidewalks to 3.0m which will accommodate all uses (cyclists and pedestrians).

8. RECOMMENDATION Roll out consolidated VIVA street furnishings in appropriate locations (transit shelters and
pedestrian access points into commercial centres).

9. RECOMMENDATION Install seasonal lighting on street poles and/or street trees.

10. RECOMMENDATION Improve sustainability in parking lots by installing permeable pavers in parking stalls and
increase tree coverage in parking lots through landscaped islands. Some parking stalls may have to be removed to
increase tree coverage.

11. RECOMMENDATION Create landscaped pedestrian access into all major commercial centres.

12. RECOMMENDATION Increase pedestrian lighting in parking lot areas and pedestrian walkways (5m spacing
on centre).

5

13. RECOMMENDATION All large commercial signage should be unified and have dense landscaping at base
of sign.

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
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14. RECOMMENDATION Create strong connection points to public park lands from promenade and improve park
frontages. (signage, pathways , etc/) Parks include: Craddock Park and Peace Park

15. RECOMMENDATION Replace existing gateway elements with updated and coordinated gateway elements and

16. RECOMMENDATION Implement wayfinding strategy for Yonge and Wellington promenade.

6

17. RECOMMENDATION Improve crosswalks at all major intersections using decorative pavers.

The Aurora Promenade Streetscape Design and Implementation Plan
The Town of Aurora

$300sm

$15,00 ea
primary
gateways

$10,00 ea
secondary
gateways

$20,000ea
(dway

intersection)
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reets Implementation

Village Streets

1. RECOMMENDATION Increase commercial landscape buffer between pedestrian zone and commercial frontages with dense
planting and low maintenance shrubs.

2. RECOMMENDATION When landscaping/furnishing zone is less than 0.75m install unit paver band between curb and pedestrian
zone.

3. RECOMMENDATION Plant shade street trees in 1.8m wide or more landscaping/furnishing zones with 6m spacing on

4. RECOMMENDATION Bury all hydro lines and replace street lights with LED Wellington light standard and pedestrian light
armature (20m spacing on centre).

5. RECOMMENDATION Install new LED pedestrian light pole, similar family to Wellington light standard in between all street
lights.

6. RECOMMENDATION Develop and install promenade, seasonal and event banners on all street poles.

7. RECOMMENDATION Widened sidewalks to 2.1m

8 RECOMMENDATION Roll out consolidated VIVA street furnishings in appropriate locations (transit shelters and pedestrian
access points into commercial centres).

9. RECOMMENDATION Install seasonal lighting on street poles and/or street trees.

10. RECOMMENDATION Improve sustainability in parking lots by installing permeable pavers in parking stalls and increasing tree
coverage in parking lots through landscaped islands. Some parking stalls may have to be removed to increase tree coverage.

11. RECOMMENDATION Increase pedestrian lighting in parking lot areas and pedestrian walkways (5m spacing on
centre).

7

12. RECOMMENDATION All large commercial signage should be unified and have dense landscape at base of sign.
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$100sm

$200 sm

$1,000 ea

$20,000 I.m.
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$1,000
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$1,500
per pole

$100 sm

$8,000
per pole

$2,000 ea






13. RECOMMENDATION Replace all concrete retaining walls with a living wall system or sculptural public art piece.

15. RECOMMENDATION Implement wayfinding strategy for Yonge and Wellington promenade.

16. RECOMMENDATION Install rain gardens and dense low maintenance grasses in the landscaping/furniture zone on
Wellington Street and on neighbouring residential streets.

17.RECOMMENDATION Small commerecial signs in front of offices in Victorian homes should be highlighted through gardens
and unique landscaping.

18. RECOMMENDATION Improve crosswalks at all intersections using decorative red pavers.

19. RECOMMENDATION Encourage patio space where there are building setbacks and in wide midblock connections .

$2,000 Im

lump sum

$400sm

$400ea

single
crosswalk
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Main Streets

5-10 years
Unit Cost

1. RECOMMENDATION Update all concrete sidewalks with unit pavers that extend from the curb zone to building face. L2008

2. RECOMMENDATION Implement year round hanging baskets on all pedestrian light poles for year-round landscaping. O $400ea

3 RECOMMENDATION Install long narrow planters for year-round landscaping where sidewalk widths cannot accommodate
street trees. (6m spacing)

4. RECOMMENDATION Plant street trees with 6m spacing (max.) when there is adequate setback for the pedestrian zone to
borrow sidewalk width from frontage zone. Trees should be planted with heritage style tree grate and tree guard.

O $4,000 ea

Q0 $8,000 ea

$3,000 bench
garabage bin

5. RECOMMENDATION Install heritage style furniture throughout the street based on the furniture rhythm recommendations.
(avg. 4 benches per block and 2 garabage bins per block)

O $1,000

6. RECOMMENDATION Develop historic downtown promotional banners for area, events, seasons. e

7.RECOMMENDATION Create seasonal programs and events that may involve street or lane closures (annual midnight madness
sidewalk sale, festivals, public art shows, concerts, etc).

$20,000
lump sum

8. RECOMMENDATION Relocate traffic signs from rebar poles onto street poles where possible. $600 ea

9. RECOMMENDATION Sandwich boards should be placed within the landscape/furnishing zone and must not encroach on
the pedestrian zone. Business should be limited to one sign. Neon rental signs should be not be used in historic downtown.

© 5000

10. RECOMMENDATION Uniform and compelling commercial awnings or signage should be installed on building facades. $10,000 ea

11. RECOMMENDATION Mid-block connections should be landscaped and similar to existing mid-block connection at Public
library.

12. RECOMMENDATION A traffic and parking study should be conducted to determine feasibility of removing on-street parking
and travel lane either permanently or seasonal to provide space for pop-cafes, wider sidewalks, patios, landscaping and public
art).

13 RECOMMENDATION Improve all crosswalks with decorative pavers (heritage red) and embedded street name, town name
or logo into sidewalk at intersections.

O $20,000 ea

B3
N
[=3
=
=]

$20,000
lump sum
(Consulting
fees)

$4,800ea
single
crosswalk

14 RECOMMENDATION Encourage patio space where there are building setbacks and in wide midblock connections.
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100 John West Way

S Town of Aurora
Box 1000 . .
A IK)RA Aurora, Ontario Planning & Development Services
= L4G 6J1

Yourve in Good Comparny Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4742
Email: Alerullo@aurora.ca
www.aurora.ca

DATE:  April 10, 2014
TO: Economic Development Advisory Committee Members
FROM: Anthony lerullo, Manager of Long Range and Strategic Planning

RE: Economic Impact of Ice Storm

RECOMMENDATIONS

THAT the memorandum be received for information.

BACKGROUND

The first wave of the December 2013 ice storm began on Saturday, December 21, when the
Town was coated in a manageable amount of ice. This was followed by a more powerful
wave on December 22, which was the cause of most downed trees and power outages.

On Sunday, December 22, the Town of Aurora had opened a warming centre at the Aurora
Seniors’ Centre by 3 p.m., which would stay open until noon on December 24, 2013.

The morning after the storm, there were up to 8,000 customers without power in Aurora,
according to PowerStream. Working in conjunction with Aurora forestry crews, there were
only a few isolated outages remaining by the next morning of Tuesday, December 24, 2013.

Efforts transitioned to clean up, and a major road and sidewalk clearing effort took place on
January 11, once the lengthy cold snap had broken. The clean-up of fallen trees and
branches on Regional roads continued one month after the storm, with the Region reporting
60% progress at that time.

Waste collection became an issue throughout the ice storm, as the Town’s contractor
struggled to maintain schedules in the face of challenging conditions, failing equipment, and
workplace injuries. These concerns resulted in a Waste Collection Service Review, which is
outlined in report IES14-010 from February 25", 2014 Council meeting.

The Town'’s Corporate & Financial Services department has calculated the cost of the storm
to the municipality to be approximately $280,000. These costs were borne primarily in the
Parks & Recreation Services department, assisting with tree damage, and include
wages/overtime, fuel/supplies and contractors. These costs have been submitted to the
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Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing for potential compensation under the
Ontario Disaster Relief Assistance Program (ODRAP). Although it is not meant as a
substitute for insurance, small businesses may also be eligible to receive ODRAP funds, if
they incurred extraordinary costs as a result of an unforeseen natural disaster.

At the January 9", 2014 EDAC meeting, a report was requested on the impact of the recent
ice storm on businesses in Aurora.

OVERALL BUSINESS IMPACT

The day after the storm, the Retail Council of Canada put out a news release highlighting
that the holiday season is a critical time for many retailers that may make or break their year.
They also highlighted the impact faced by small- and medium-sized businesses in the areas
hardest-hit by the storm, and advocated for municipalities to allow extended hours of
business operation to make up lost time.

Many of the news outlets that picked up the Retail Council’'s new release also quoted from a
CIBC World Markets investors note. They believed at the time that while the timing of the
storm suggested reduced pre-holiday spending, it was very likely there would also be above
normal post-holiday activity, as shoppers make up the difference later. CIBC didn’t expect a
major economic impact from the ice storm, pegging the effect of the ice storm on GDP as
negligible, perhaps even seeing a positive effect overall. They explained the potential
positive effect by economic gains in areas related to storm clean-up, while acknowledging
the potential for lost sales at some retailers and restaurants.

The results of Statistics Canada monthly retail trade survey for December 2013 validated
some of CIBC's impressions at the time of the ice storm. Comparing December 2013 to the
previous month (November 2013), there was a seasonally-adjusted decline of 2.2% in retail
trade in Ontario. However, there was also a seasonally-adjusted increase of 2.6% compared
to the same month a year prior (December 2012). Although seasonally-adjusted figures are
not produced for the Toronto Region, we can tell from raw figures that the GTA followed a
similar trend with increased sales in December 2013 over December 2012.

But while some retail sub-sectors gained, others felt the pinch of the ice storm. Sub-sectors
showing declines for both Ontario and the Toronto Region were furniture and home
furnishing stores, electronics and appliance stores, and food and beverage stores.

IMPACT IN AURORA

The Town of Aurora has no by-laws specifically restricting hours of operation for businesses
(outside of statutory holidays and noise), therefore most businesses would have been free to
extend their hours after power was restored, as advocated by the Retail Council.

However, the timing of the storm left little time to make up for lost sales before Christmas,
and even a projected increase in post-holiday activity may have resulted in lower margins for
retailers over Boxing Week.

As discussed as a possible option at the January 21%, EDAC meeting, to compensate for
the potential lost holiday sales, the committee may still consider encouraging the patronage
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of business in the areas and sectors hardest hit by the storm, namely small-to-medium sized
retailers and restaurants in the downtown Promenade area and north-west Aurora.
However, such a recommendation would need to be weighed against the perception of
showing favour to some businesses in Town, over others, when the overall economic impact
does not appear to be of major significance.

For any businesses that were hit extraordinarily hard by the storm, applying for ODRAP
funds is a possible option. Eligible costs for small businesses include damaged inventory,
structural damage, and repair of essential equipment. More information is available online,
at http://www.mah.gov.on.ca/Page242.aspx

CONCLUSIONS

Based on published research, there does not appear to be a significant overall economic
impact for the ice storm to local businesses, while some specific areas and types of
businesses that were likely harder hit. The Town of Aurora appears to have responded well
to the ice storm within a reasonable time frame, minimizing impacts on businesses where
possible. EDAC may choose to encourage patronage in the geographic areas and sub-
sectors (retail, restaurants) hardest-hit, to offset possible pre-Christmas losses.

Prepared by: Michael Logue, Program Manager, Economic Planning
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