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Message from the Mayor
It is an honour to be here this evening surrounded by
dedicated volunteers who give their time and talent for the
betterment of Aurora. Volunteers are the heartbeat of our
community. It’s because of volunteers like you, that we are
able to provide many programs, services and events to our
residents. Serving the community with your time and genuine
dedication is heartwarming and inspiring.
Your contributions in making Aurora more inclusive, providing
a helping hand when needed, ensuring sports can be played
and events can be enjoyed, and fundraising for the less
fortunate, demonstrates the impact volunteers have on our
thriving community.
On behalf of the Town of Aurora and Aurora Town Council, I would like to thank all
of our award recipients and nominees for their strong sense of civic responsibility,
commitment and passion for enriching our community.
Sincerely,
Mayor Tom Mrakas
Town of Aurora

O Canada
Ysabel Cattle Aurora’s 2021 Teen Idol will lead us in the singing of our National Anthem.

Honourable Mention for Eric McCartney
Aurora’s 2021 Citizen of the Year
Eric McCartney is the 2021 Citizen of the Year Award winner. Eric is an active
volunteer in our community and genuinely cares about the Town. He has been living
and volunteering in Aurora for more than 17 years. He has given countless hours
and time to volunteering with a long list of community organizations and has held
numerous volunteer roles at the Town on projects such as Canada 150, the
Adopt-a-Park Program and Town Square just to name a few.
He is a go-to volunteer who has helped with many events such as the Aurora
Chamber Home Show, the Aurora Chamber Business Excellence and the Aurora
Street Festival. Eric has a network of strong supporters and neighbourhood
connections. His dedication and compassion is an inspiration to our Town.
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Volunteer Service
These awards are presented to outstanding volunteers in each of the
Years of Service Category for 20, 25, 30, 35, 40 and 45 years of
continuous service to the Aurora community.

20 Years

Barbara Barker
Terri Briggs
Wayne Briggs
William McCleery
Peter Thorman

25 Years

Mary Haberer

30 Years

Suzanne Charlebois-Bin

35 Years
Bob Cole

40 Years

Robert Kennedy

45 Years

Carol Preston
Deborah Simerson

2022 Community Recognition Awards

Youth Volunteer Award
This award is presented to a citizen up to the age of 19, who, through their
volunteer efforts, has made a significant contribution to the community and
has demonstrated their commitment to being a positive leader today and in
the future.

Michael Chen
Michael volunteers with a variety of organizations. Over the last five years, he has
volunteered as Acting Co-Chair of Aurora’s Engagement Committee, where he
provided positive moral support for his peers and motivated them to get engaged
with the wider community. He has contributed many hours to the Special Ducks
Aurora Volunteer Program as a Swim Coach. Within this role he traveled to swim
meets and developed training plans for swimmers. During the pandemic, Michael
created Peer Mentors Aurora, a virtual youth led tutoring organization that has
to date provided over 350 hours of free tutoring to students. Michael brought on
nine peers, helped develop curriculum and provided outreach for students in need.
Michael brings quiet excitement and a kind approach to all his volunteer
endeavors and is a strong role model for other youth.

Senior Volunteer Award
This award is presented to a citizen above the age of 55, who, through their
volunteer efforts, has made a significant contribution to the community and
has demonstrated their commitment to being a positive leader today and in the
future.

Jackie Catto
Jackie has been volunteering since she was six-years-old and believes it is the right
thing to do. She was instrumental in starting the Kettleby Co-op Nursery School
which is still operating fifty years later and she has volunteered with many students
at schools. Jackie was the President of the Victorian Order of Nursing for York
Region and was on the Board for several years. Her most well-known activity is her
training in Palliative Care through Hospice King and the countless hours and years
of development towards bereavement courses for groups. The Aurora United Church
has been blessed to have Jackie as a volunteer for 42 years. For nearly a decade,
Jackie was the Staff Associate for Christian education. This contributed to how
Jackie became so well known in the community. Jackie is described as a pastoral
care saint. To know her is to love her!
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Green Award
This award is presented to an individual, business or community organization
that supports the protection, preservation, sustainability or conservation of
our natural environment. This award celebrates those who share the Town’s
commitment to creating a greener community.

Lissa Dwyer
Lissa has dedicated many years and hours volunteering with organizations such as
the Aurora Community Arboretum. For more than 10 years with the Arboretum she
has been active in planting bulbs and trees, weeding in the nursery, mulching and
more. With Nature Aurora, she coordinates the nest box bird monitoring program
which involves recruiting and training volunteers to monitor and maintain these
boxes. The data collected from the boxes helps to monitor the health of the bird
population for four specific species. Lissa also helps the Hillary House with
weeding their gardens, keeping them vibrant and in good shape. Healthy gardens
play an important role in keeping a community healthy from an environmental lens.
One of Lissa’s greatest passions and goals is ridding the world of plastic. She can
be seen handing out homemade produce bags at the Aurora Farmer’s Market which
she has made herself. She has also been advocating for the eradication of plastic
straws. Lissa’s dedication and countless volunteer hours makes a positive
difference in our community and preserves Aurora’s natural environment.

Arts and Culture Award
Inspired by the Johnson’s family, this award is presented to an individual or
group that has enhanced our community through their support or promotion
of culture, music, visual, performing, or the literary arts.

Linda Welch
As the President of the Society of York Region Artists (SOYRA), Linda goes above
and beyond the expectations of her role. She is a dedicated volunteer who works for
the benefit of artists in Aurora and York Region. Her efforts ensure that artists have
the ability to meet, share their ideas, and exhibit their art. For more than seven years
Linda led SOYRA through challenging transitions. She has organized educational
and entertaining meetings for members. Linda has sought out and arranged events
that enrich the artistic pursuits of SOYRA members, such as en plein air paint days,
art shows, demonstrations, and workshops. Additionally, she is an advocate in
identifying the needs of the arts and culture industry, by contributing as a member
of many committees with the Town of Aurora. Linda is truly an exemplary
community leader who continues to enrich the lives of artists
and the community.
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Community Leadership Award
This award is presented to an individual or not-for-profit organization that has
significantly enhanced the Town through their contribution, commitment, and
leadership in the areas of charitable giving, civic engagement, community
events or community spirit.

Welcoming Arms
Welcoming Arms has been serving those in need in Aurora since 2006. Their
dedicated volunteers serve dinner on Wednesdays to more than 150 people from
the community, providing them with a hot meal and great company. In addition, the
organization also serves more than 50 people a hot lunch on Thursdays. They even
host a Christmas Dream Dinner which is a warm, celebratory meal open to the less
fortunate individuals who might be spending Christmas Day alone. Their community
support doesn’t stop at meals, Welcoming Arms also partners with local
accountants each year who volunteer their time and knowledge to help those in
need with a free income tax clinic. The services that Welcoming Arms offer have
continued non-stop, even throughout the pandemic, as they pivoted by changing
their sit-down meal to a takeout and drive-thru style operation. Welcoming Arms is
a true community leader and supporter.

Good Neighbour Award
Inspired by Frank Camenzuli, this award is presented to someone who
embodies what it means to be a good neighbour. This award recognizes and
celebrates the simple acts of kindness and compassion that help create
connected and vibrant neighbourhoods.

Alma Durkin
Alma has been a good neighbour in every community she has been a part of,
especially since making Meadows of Aurora her new home. She knew the needs
of the community had increased and being new in the Meadows, she fostered her
will to help the community while creating a neighbouring network of like-minded
residents. Alma created a food drive for the Aurora Food Pantry and while doing so,
involved her neighbours to combine efforts for this endeavor. She has also been
busy knitting hearts which were sold in the community to benefit the Food Pantry.
Her efforts created a wonderful buzz at the Meadows and brought people together
in the community to foster friendships amongst the residents.
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Community Safety Award
This award is presented to an individual dedicated to the development,
promotion or support of initiatives that improve community safety, this
award recognizes that safer communities only happen when individuals
take action to make a difference.

Judy Brunton
Judy is a tireless advocate and champion for vulnerable populations. She has
dedicated hours upon hours of her time to youth mental health, whether it is riding in
the Mental Health in Motion event, fundraising at The Aurora Christmas Market and
the Aurora Chamber Street Festival, or aligning with businesses to create fundraising
opportunities. Judy has raised over $125,000 in her eight years of fundraising for
the Canadian Mental Health Association - York and South Simcoe. When you see
the Mobile Youth Walk-In Clinic (MOBYSS) bus driving around town, you can thank
Judy for her efforts to help keep this mobile health unit engaged and available in the
community. The MOBYSS bus over the past few years has helped over 17,000 youth
across York and Simcoe. Through Judy’s efforts, she ensures the bus is on the road
reaching out to the youth of our community. She is a shining and guiding light, and
her efforts have increased the safety and health of youth in Aurora’s community.
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Good Business Award
This award is presented to an Aurora business that has shown its
commitment to assisting Aurora’s economic prosperity, corporate
responsibility, and community involvement through its ongoing support of
charitable causes, events, or programs.

Tina’s Grill
Tina’s Grill owner Sam Saberi and staff have initiated numerous efforts to collect
donations for many causes. Sam’s passion is charitable giving through donations
and motivating others to do the same. Every month Tina’s Grill has been collecting
dinners with support from other Aurora restaurants to make a well-rounded delicious
meal for those in need. This collaboration enabled more people to be given a helping
hand. In addition to food donations, staff also collected toiletries and supplies based
upon a call out from a nurse at Southlake. When this request came, there wasn’t any
hesitation, Tina’s Grill staff immediately took action. With the war in Ukraine, staff
began to collect donations. This led to three truck loads of supplies being sent to
Ukraine. They even named a wing sauce on their menu called Peace in Ukraine. Sam
actively promotes other restaurants in Town by purchasing other local restaurant’s
food for his staff to enjoy. Tina’s Grill staff are passionate about the needs of the
community and are contributing to making the world a better place.

Topper’s Pizza Aurora
Deepak Raj and his wife Sheetal are the owners of Topper’s Pizza Aurora and while
their business suffered throughout the pandemic, they still managed to give back
to the community. They have supported Marquee Theatrical Productions, local
sports teams, grocery store employees, the Welcome Table and more! They are
always willing to step up to the plate when they see an opportunity. Through their
positive reviews on social media, they have been successful in supporting other
restaurants in the community and fostering a supportive friendly environment.
Despite the pandemic, Deepak and his wife continue to show their commitment
to the community, local businesses as well as supporting local heroes.
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Inclusivity Award
This award is presented to an individual, group or business, that has
contributed to making the Town of Aurora a more accessible and/or
inclusive place to live, work and play for all people.

Aurora Black Community
The Aurora Black Community (ABC) has hosted many events and programs that
bring residents together, with the motto, “One Vision, Diverse Voices.” These events
and programs offer opportunities for learning through participation and enriching
experiences. This group takes pride in providing a safe place for Aurorans to feel
welcome and express their authentic voice. Their mission is to create an
empowering environment that provides a connecting bridge for multiculturalism in
Aurora through music, food, events, and educational resources. ABC has worked
tirelessly to create a program of events and initiatives each year to celebrate Black
History Month in Aurora. ABC is an amazing group of talented individuals helping
to ensure that Aurora is a Town that truly embraces inclusivity and celebrates our
diverse and rich cultures.
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Lifetime Achievement Award
Presented by Mayor Tom Mrakas
This award is presented once per Term of Council by the Office of the Mayor
in consultation with a small group of dedicated community volunteers. The
award recipient has demonstrated exceptional service and passion for the
community. Rather than for a single contribution, their contributions to the
community have been made over a significant number of years with lasting
impact.

Rosalyn Gonsalves
Rosalyn has been an integral part of the volunteer movement in Aurora. Not only
has Rosalyn given her time, but she has also been a vital component in molding
and influencing so many volunteers in the community. Since her retirement, Rosalyn
actively continues to volunteer on a regular basis throughout the town. She has sat
on many of the Town’s advisory panels throughout the years, sharing her wealth of
knowledge regarding the businesses in Aurora. You’ll regularly see her
volunteering with the Rotary Club at events such as Aurora’s Ribfest or working on
the food wagon with the Optimist Club. She is an authentic, enthusiastic, and caring
individual who gives her all to everything she does. Over the many years she has
been living in Aurora, she has been an influencer and supporter of many activities
in the community.

Citizen of the Year Award
Presented by Mayor Tom Mrakas
This individual is selected by the Office of the Mayor in consultation with a
small group of dedicated community volunteers. The award recipient has
demonstrated all-round community involvement rather than a specific
activity or contribution.
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Thank you to the Community Recognition Awards
Advisory Committee for all their hard work and
dedication to this event.

Mayor Tom Mrakas
Erin Cerenzia - Chair
Brian North - Co-Chair
Diane Buchanan
Paul Martin
Elaine Martini
Jo-anne Spitzer
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Citizen of the Year
1970 - 2021
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995

Bob Blick
Annebelle Black
J. E. (Dick) Buchanan
Don Glass
Jack Wood
Rev. Homer McAvoy
Dr. Crawford Rose
Fred Bolsby
Bill Dinsmore
Omar Khamissa
Jack Williamson
Eric Smith
Vic Paraninfo
Dr. Leslie Oliver
Lowell McClenny
Bill Coleman
Fred Conklin
Nora McRoberts
Norm Stewart
Dick Illingworth
Arnold Miller
Bucky McLarty
Jack DeGraaf
Wanda McKenzie
Dianne Harrison
Susan Gwilliam

1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

Steve Hinder
Gerry Payne
Ferguson Mobbs
Vic Priestly
Jackie Stubbs
Ken Smith
Bob Hartwell
Dr. John McIntyre
Phil Horsman
Bud Gilbert
Sylvia Gilchrist
Dorothy Clark-McClure
Susan Walmer
David Tomlinson
Gordon Barnes
Jo-anne Spitzer
Brian North
Ron Wallace
Beverley Wood
Diane Buchanan
Mary Georgopoulos
Peter van Schaik
Josie Kearney
Barb Allan
Tom Connor
Eric McCartney
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